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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018, 10:32 A.M. 
* * * 


VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Good morning. 

We are on the record. 

Today's videotaped deposition of Mahmood 
Harati is taken on Tuesday, March 13, 2018, at 
200 North Main Street, Suite number 966, 

Los Angeles, California 90012, in the matter of The 
People of the State of California versus Mahmood 
Harati, et al. The case number is BC665638 in the 
Superior Court of the State of California, County of 
Los Angeles, Central District. 

My name is Rich Wagner with Coalition of 
Court Reporters of Los Angeles located at 205 South 
Broadway, Suite number 200, Los Angeles, California. 

We are now commencing at approximately 

10:33 A.M. 

Will all present now please identify 
themselves, beginning with our witness. 

MR. MARSHALL: Just say your name. 

THE WITNESS: Oh, my name is Mahmood 

Harati. 

MR. MARSHALL: Brooks Marshall. 
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MR. BIERMAN: And I'm Adam Bierman with 
the City Attorney's Office for The People. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Okay. Thank you. 
Will our court reporter now please swear 
in the witness and we can begin. 

MAHMOOD HARATI, 

called as a witness, having been 
sworn, was examined and testified 
as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Good morning, Mr. Harati. 

A. Good morning. 

Q. So, you heard the videographer mention 

that this is under oath. And there's a penalty of 
perjury for not telling the truth. 

A. Sure. 

Q. Do you understand that? 

A. Yeah, I understand. 

Q. So, I'm going to ask you some questions. 
The reporter is going to take down what you said. 

And as you heard, this is being 

videotaped. 
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A. Right. 

Q. After the deposition is written up 
you'll have a chance to read and correct the 
transcript or change your answers. But if you 
change your answers, you may be required to explain 
why at the trial of this case. 

Do you understand? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, answers need to be audible so we can 
pick it up on the transcript. So, shaking your head 
or nodding is not going to work. So, just, you 
know, use words instead of gestures or head nods. 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Do you understand that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You can estimate with answers, but you 
shouldn't guess. 

So, do you understand the difference? 

So, for example, if -- if I were to ask 
you the -- the amount of change in my pocket, that 
would be a complete guess. But if I asked you the 
change in your pocket, you know, you might have some 
idea, and you can make an estimate. 

Do you --do you understand the 
distinction? 
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1 

A. I'm -- be honest, I can't -- I don't -- 

2 

if you can phrase it with other words, then I can -- 

3 

Q. Sure. So, if you -- if you have zero 

4 

idea about an answer, you shouldn't say something 

5 

that you have no idea if there's any basis -- 

6 

A. Right. 

7 

Q. -- for it or not. 

8 

A. Okay. I understand. 

9 

Q. But if you can some idea, you can make 

10 

an estimate as to the answer. 

11 

A. Sure. 

12 

Q. Does that make sense? 

13 

A. Yes, it makes -- 

14 

Q. Okay. Great. 

15 

Everything that you say is being taken 

16 

down by the court reporter verbatim unless we all 

17 

agree to go off the record. 

18 

You understand that? 

19 

Everything is being written down by -- 

20 

by the court reporter. 

21 

A. Yeah, sure. 

22 

Q. Great. 

23 

Allow any -- my question and any 

24 

objections that -- that may be stated before you 

25 

give your response. 
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The court reporter is trying to take 


down what we all say. So if we're all talking at 
the same time, it's going to be really hard for her 
to -- to take down a transcript of all of our -- our 
words. 

A. I understand. 

Q. And, of course, pause before you answer, 
you know, so your counsel has an opportunity to 
obj ect. 

If you need a break, just let me know. 

I don't know how long we'll take, but if we want to 
take a break and get a refreshment or some food, you 
know, you -- you just let us know and we can take a 
break and go off the record and then resume at an 
agreed upon time. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Okay? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever had your deposition taken 
before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you realize that the testimony here 
has the same force and effect as testifying in 
court, and it could be used against you in this 
case? 
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A. Yes. 


Q. So, we're here to find out what you know 


about the case. 


As we kind of said, if you don't 
understand any question, ask me to repeat it or 
rephrase it. I'm happy to do so. 

A. Thank you. 

Q. And please be as accurate as you can, 
obviously, in your answers. 

And like I said, if you get tired, you 
need to use the restroom, just let me know, and we 
can stop. 


A. Sure. 


Q. Okay? 

A. Thank you. 

Q. Do you have any questions before we get 
started? 


A. No. 


Q. Okay. So, can you please state your 
full name? 


A. Mahmood Harati. 


Q. And have you ever used any other names 
or have any nicknames? 

A. People call me Moe, M-o-e. 


Q. And, Mr. Harati, what's your date of 
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birth? 

A. February 15, 1959. 

Q. And where were you bom? 

A. Iran. 

Q. Can you be more specific? 

A. Tehran. 

Q. When did you move to the United States 
A. I believe it was maybe 33 years ago. 

Q. And where do you currently reside? 

A. New York. I come New York. 

Q. So I mean right now where do you -- 
where do you live? 

A. Oh, I live? 

Q. Yeah. 

A. I live in -- by Redondo Beach. 

Q. Redondo Beach? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Can you be more specific? 

A. The -- you mean the address? 

Q. Do you have an address where you live? 
MR. MARSHALL: Do you have an address? 
THE WITNESS: Yeah, I do have an 
address, of course. 1908 Ernest Avenue, Redondo 
Beach. 

Ill 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. What's the spelling on that street? 

A. Ernest, E-r-n-e-s-t. 

Q. Got it. 

And where else have you lived other than 
Iran, Redondo Beach? 

You mentioned New York? 

A. No, no. I just came to New York. 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop. Where else have 

you lived? 

THE WITNESS: I lived -- I lived at 
Manhattan Beach and I lived in Inglewood, Monterey. 
Yeah. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Those are all the places that you've 

lived? 

A. I lived in Minnesota. 

Q. Anywhere else you can think of? 

A. Northern California, you know. Texas as 
I came, long time ago. 

Q. And that's -- that's it? 

A. Pretty much, yeah. 

Q. Would "pretty much" be that's 
everywhere? 

A. Yeah. There's no 
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Q. Are you married? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you been married? 

A. I think I -- maybe 17 years, I think. 
I'm not sure. 17 -- yeah, I think 17 or 18. 

Q. And what is your spouse's name? 

A. Rosa Harati. 

Q. What does she do for a living? What's 
her occupation? 

A. She does several mastectomy -- she does 
help the cancer patient. 

Q. And what level of education do you have? 

A. I'm a practitioner for prosthetic, 
medical practitioner. 

Q. So, did you go to undergraduate -- 

A. Right. 

Q. -- college? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where did you go? 

A. I went to -- I graduate from a school 
Metro College under the --in Minnesota. I got my 
final degree over there. 

Q. And you were saying what -- what was 
your study -- area of study? 

A. Practitioner, prosthetic practitioner. 
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1 

I work with the people -- 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: What was -- what was your 

3 

area of study? 

4 

THE WITNESS: Study? Prosthetic. 

5 

Prosthetic limb, you know. 

6 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

7 

Q. And you were saying your occupation, 

8 

your job? 

9 

A. Yeah, same thing. 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

11 

is vague. 

12 

If you -understand the question, go ahead 

13 

and answer it. 

14 

THE WITNESS: Could you rephrase what 

15 

you're asking for me? 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. Sure. What do you do for a living? 

18 

A. Oh, I do the same my job for prosthetics 

19 

and orthotics. We have -- we making prosthetic for 

20 

people that are amputated. Yeah. 

21 

Q. So you make the -- 

22 

A. And also we see patient. I'm -- I'm 

23 

licensed to -- for practitioner. I'm a 

24 

practitioner. 

25 

Q. So you both make the prosthetics and you 
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sell them to or -- 

A. No. We not sell them. 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, let him ask the 

question. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: And -- and then after 
he's asked a question you can answer it. But -- 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: You 1 re -- you're -- you a 
couple of times are anticipating his question and 
starting to answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: So, let him finish. And 
then when he's asked a question -- 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- you go ahead and 
answer that one. 

THE WITNESS: Go ahead. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you -- you make prosthetics? 

A. I'm -- I used to be a technician -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you -- do you make 
prosthetics? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I make prosthetics 
too, as well. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. As well as what? 

A. As well as I'm -- I'm licensed for both 
I'm licensed for practitioner and technician. 

We fit patient, we cast patient, we fit 
patient, we give -- give them, you know, initial 
therapy — 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. That I 

didn't -- 

THE WITNESS: We cast the patient. 

Right. We fit the patient, work the patient as a 
practitioner. And then also we -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Moe -- 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- you've answered the 

question. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: If he wants to know what 
it entails, he'll ask. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Yeah.. I'd like to know what your job as 

a -- 

A. That's my job titles. 

MR. MARSHALL: No, no. Let him ask a 
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question. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. I guess as a technician and a 
practitioner, what -- what are your duties? 

A. My duties, yeah. 

Q. Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: Are they different than 
as you've described? 

THE WITNESS: No. That's what it is. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, do you see patients? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do -- do you meet with patients who need 
prosthetics or orthotics? 

A. Well, we have to go to their -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Yes or no? 

THE WITNESS: -- hospital -- yes. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, do you. usually go to them or they 
come to you? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

is vague. 

Go ahead. You can answer if you can. 

THE WITNESS: It's mutual. Pay some 
doctor order. 
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(Witness is conferring with 

counsel.) 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, you touched on this, but there's a 
certification or some sort of license -- 

A. Right. 

Q. -- for being a -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Wait. Wait. Let him ask 
a question -- 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- and then you can 
answer the question. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: So -- so, just wait. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. A technician or a -- or a practitioner 
or both, do they both require a license? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and compound. 

You can answer if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And you are -- you have the -- the 
required license to be an orthotics/prosthetics 
technician? 
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MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 


question's vague. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. MARSHALL: You can answer. 
THE WITNESS: Yes, I do. But -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. You do? 

A. I do prosthetic and also I -- what we 
did is a school certified me. But right now -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Moe, do you have a 

license? 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Yes, I do. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. That was the 

question. 

THE WITNESS: But -- 

MR. MARSHALL: That was -- 

THE WITNESS: Oh, sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: That was the question, 

Moe. 

If he wants an explanation about it, he 

can ask. 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And is there a separate license for 
being a practitioner? 
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Q. And do you have that license? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that license is current? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever been arrested? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Hie question 
calls for information that's not relevant or 
reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of 
admissible evidence. 

THE WITNESS: No. Oh, it's -- when I 
just came to -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe -- 
THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes or no? 

THE WITNESS: No. Actually one time it 

was -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes or no? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, can you let your 
client answer. 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. I'm happy to. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. When were you arrested? 
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Only was almost 30 years ago, over 30 


years ago. 


MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: It was -- yeah. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Where was it? 

A. I was working in a services station 
Q. And what were -- what were you arrested 

for? 


A. It was a -- I was a witness to the 
battery. Yeah. And then they took all the 
employees, you know 

Q. Were you charged with any crime? 

A. I don't know what -- that time I wasn't 
speaking English. What they told me you have to 
apply no contest. That's all we did. And they 
didn't prosecute us, anything. 

Q. So, as far as you know, you were 
convicted of the crime? 


MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

THE WITNESS: I was just -- 

MR. MARSHALL: The question is vague and 

ambiguous. 

You can answer if you're able to. 

THE WITNESS: They -- 
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MR. MARSHALL: And argumentative. 

THE WITNESS: I don't -- I just don't -- 
I just go -- they told me no contest because I was a 
witness to the fight. And then it was a com- -- a 
fight between -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe -- 
THE WITNESS: -- my boss and this -- 

another guy. And -- and translator came and told me 
you guys employees can say no contest and go. 

That's what it was. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Other than that instance you've never 
been arrested? 

A. Never. 

Q. Have you ever been a defendant in a 
lawsuit other than this matter? 

A. Defendant in a lawsuit? 

Yeah. Defendant in lawsuit, yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: A defendant? 

THE WITNESS: Not defendant, no, no, no. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: Not defendant. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you've never been 

A. No. 
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Q. -- sued before? 

A. No. Oh, it was -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, have you been sued 

before? 

THE WITNESS: Sued but dismissed. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you -- 
A. Yeah, because -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, have you been sued 

before? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, yes. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. What were you sued for? 

A. Somebody came to shopping center, they 
said they -- they fell. And then we went to the 
court and he didn't show up. 

Q. Can you repeat? I didn't understand? 
MR. MARSHALL: You want to read back -- 
THE WITNESS: It was -- 
MR. MARSHALL: -- the answer. 

THE WITNESS: It was -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Wait, Moe. 

Can you read back the answer? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Go ahead. Could 
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you? 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, Moe. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop talking. The 
reporter's going to read back -- 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- the answer. 

(Whereupon the question was read 
as follows: 

"Question: What were you sued 
for? 

"Answer: Somebody came to 
shopping center, they said they -- 
they fell. And then we went to 
the court and he didn't show up.") 

MR. BIERMAN: Got it. 

Brooks, you're doing a lot of coaching 
of your client. 

MR. MARSHALL: Let's -- 
MR. BIERMAN: Can you -- object, 
obviously, but I'd ask that you not coach every 
answer. 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. I -- I'm not 
coaching, but I -- I certainly will do my best. 

But can we take a break? I may be able 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



24 


1 

to speed things up after a short break. 

2 

Three minutes. Thank you. 

3 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

4 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 

5 

approximately 10:53 A.M. 

6 

We 1 re off the record. 

7 

(Brief recess.) 

8 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 

9 

approximately 10:56 A.M. 

10 

We're back on the record. 

11 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, I just want to ask 

12 

again if you could not coach your witness or stop 

13 

him mid-sentence to redirect him or to -- to 

14 

instruct him to stop answering a question when he 1 s 

15 

in the middle of a sentence. 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: Again, I'm not coaching. 

17 

You asked, and I said yes. 

18 

MR. BIERMAN: Thank you. 

19 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

20 

Q. So, Mr. Harati -- excuse me. I think 

21 

I -- 

22 

MR. BIERMAN: You still got me on the 

23 

microphone? How's this? 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. So, other than the -- the time when you 
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were sued because someone said they had fallen in 
the --at the property, you've never been otherwise 
sued? 

A. Actually he said he didn't fall. 

Correct this one. He said he pick up something over 
there and got hurt. 

That's all it was. Not -- yeah. 

Q. I'm sorry. I don't understand. 

A. He said -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Wait. Is there a 

question? 

THE WITNESS: Go ahead. Go ahead, 

MR. MARSHALL: I object to the form of 
the question. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Basically -- you 
want me explain what happened? 

MR. MARSHALL: Mo, if he does, he'll 

ask. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, okay. 

MR. BIERMAN: Again -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. But you didn't ask 
a question. He said you didn't understand. 

MR. BIERMAN: He wants to speak. 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm not -- I'm not going 
to let him speak. The way it works is you ask a 
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question and he answers it. 

But if you just say "I don't" -- 

MR. BIERMAN: He was in the middle of 
answering my question. 

MR. MARSHALL: Let -- let me finish, 
please, Adam. 

If you say "I don't understand," that's 
not a question. And I'm not going to have him just 
start talking. 

So -- so, please, if you're --if you've 
got a question, go ahead. But I -- I'm not going to 
have him just start talking. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, Mr. Harati, I -- I didn't quite 
understand the response to your -- 

A. Sure. 

Q. Sorry. Your response to my question 
about the lawsuit. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Could you please clarify as to what 
the -- the lawsuit was about. 

A. Okay. The lawsuit was somebody offered 
they want to pick up some item, some microwave to 
put it in a truck. 

And I said -- and after one year and a 
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half I saw the letter came in for a lawsuit. 

And they -- and then he didn 1 t even show 
up to the court and get dismissed. 

That's why I want to be honest as 
possible. Maybe this is not -- this not matter 
anything. Everything about whatever happening, I'm 
explaining more, because I wanted to just -- you 
guys get it over. 

I told my attorney -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, Moe, I'm going to 
stop you here. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: What you tell your 
attorney you don't tell anyone else. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: Now, have you answered -- 
do you have more for your answer to the question? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. You don't need to 
explain that you want to be honest. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: We all know you're being 
honest here. 

Thank you, Moe. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 
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1 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

2 

Q. So, do you remember what the lawsuit 

3 

alleged about the microwave or -- 

4 

A. I said it's finished. Nothing further. 

5 

Q. What was the other side alleging or 

6 

accusing you of -- of doing in the lawsuit? 

7 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Asked and 

8 

answered. 

9 

You can answer again. 

10 

THE WITNESS: He said "When I pick up. 

11 

my hand hurts." That' s what it was. And very - - it 

12 

was -- 

13 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

14 

Q. But there was not a fall? 

15 

A. Pardon? 

16 

Q. There was no fall then -- 

17 

A. No. No. 

18 

Q. --in the lawsuit? 

19 

A. He didn't fall. Nothing. 

20 

Q. How did you prepare for this deposition 

21 

today? 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Assumes facts 

23 

not in evidence. Also potentially calls for 

24 

information protected by the attorney-client 

25 

privilege. 
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1 

THE WITNESS: My lawyers tell me -- 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

3 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 

4 

colloquy.) 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: I’m going to -- stop, 

6 

stop, stop, stop, stop, stop. What your lawyer told 

7 

you is confidential. 

8 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: May I — may I try -- 

10 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, I think putting 

11 

your hand -- 

12 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 

13 

colloquy.) 1 

14 

THE WITNESS: No, no -- 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, stop talking. Stop 

16 

talking. 

17 

MR. BIERMAN: -- and talking over your 

18 

client as he's answering questions -- 

19 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes. 

20 

MR. BIERMAN: -- is improper. 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, I'm going to do it 

22 

-- if he says "my attorney told me," I am going to 

23 

stop him from continuing the answer. 

24 

Maybe I can short circuit this. 

25 

MR. BIERMAN: If he -- 
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MR. MARSHALL: Let me -- let me try. 

And if it doesn't work, you ask your question. 

MR. BIERMAN: I don't want to spend time 
doing that. I'm sorry. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Other than -- 
Did you do anything other than -- 
MR. BIERMAN: I don't want to spend 

time -- 

MR. MARSHALL: -- speaking with your 

attorney. 

MR. BIERMAN: -- having you try the 

question. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Go -- 
MR. BIERMAN: Thank you. 

MR. MARSHALL: Go ahead. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Did you prepare for the deposition 

today? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you spoken to anyone other than 
your counsel about this case? 

A. My wife. 

Q. No one else? 

A. No. And my real estate. He don't know 
about this -- 


■ 
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MR. MARSHALL: Moe 


THE WITNESS: -- situation now. 

MR. MARSHALL: Oh, I'm sorry. 

THE WITNESS: Before that you met him. 
That's when you met him. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Your real estate who? 

A. The -- remember you met him. That's 
what I'm telling you, who was involved. You met my 
real estate last time we came in. 

Q. What was his name? 

A. Amerigo. 

Q. Does he have a last name? 

A. Furland. 

Q. Could you spell that for us? 

A. F-u-1 -- I'm sorry. F-u-r-land. 

Q. What did you discuss about this case 

with Mr. Furland? 

A. Nothing further as far as we talked with 
you. That's all. 

Q. So, you and your wife own the commercial 
shopping center at 2009 West Florence? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. So I'm going to refer to that as "the 
property" going forward. 
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A. Okay. 

Q. Is that okay? Do you understand? 

A. Sure. 

Q. And you own the property as joint 
tenants? 

A. Joint tenants? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for a 
legal conclusion. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Joint tenants? Joint 

owner. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. How many units are at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague. 

THE WITNESS: Five. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So that's five store fronts? 

A. One -- one is -- one is Suite A, B, C, 

D, and another one's -- another one, two, three, 
four, five -- five. 

Q. And they're all commercial store fronts? 
A. Yes. 

Q. How many parking spots are at the 
property? 
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A. I think 20, 22 or a little bit more, 24 
maybe. With the handicapped, 23 or so. Maybe a 
little more. I don't know. 

Q. And how long have you owned the 
property? 

A. It's almost 13 years. 

Q. So, was that 2005 when you purchased it? 

A. I don't recall, but it must be that 

time. 

Q. Do you know who the previous owner was? 
A. It's John Plumber. I sell it and the 
title -- 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. I didn't get 

that. 

THE WITNESS: John Plumber. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Did you ever meet Mr. Plumber? 

A. It's his son the one who was dealing 
with us. He was owner. I don't know. They said he 
die and then next --it was --it belonged to the 
church next door. 

Q. So, was Mr. Plumber a representative of 
the church? 

A. I don't really know. I just pass by, I 
saw the building. 
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But you met with John plumber's son? 
Yes. They -- when I look for the owner 
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Q. 

A. 


Q. Do you remember his name? 

A. I really don't know. Maybe that's is 
the owner, John Plumber. I don't know. Maybe he's 
a John Junior. I don't know. 

I -- transaction happened by my real 

estate. 


Q. Amerigo? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did you find the property? 

A. I was looking for clinic for my 
business. And my building -- the building I used to 
be they sold. And I was renting, sold, and then I 
had to look for building for my clinic. 

Q. You were renting in a building that you 


didn't own? 


A. Not there. 

Q. Do you own other buildings? 

A. No. 

Q. You don't own any other real estate? 

A. Nothing. 

Q. Have you ever owned another commercial 
property like the property? 
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MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 


question's vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I did have. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. What was the address of -- of that 
property? 

Or let me ask a different question. 

How many other properties have you owned 
that were commercial properties? 

A. Oh, commercial? Nothing commercial. 

Q. What -- what other properties have you 

owned? 

A. I owned apartment, four unit, and -- and 

I think it was one lot -- one and two -- four 
houses. My own house and three more -- 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry three more -- 
THE WITNESS: Three more houses and one 

fourplex. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. But you don't own any of those anymore? 
A. No. I lost most -- I had to get rid -- 
I mean another situation happened, you know. 

Q. What was the situation? 

A. Well, I don't want to go there 
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because -- I don't know. It's -- the City wants it 
for -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: -- income housing. And 
they gave me so much hard time in the city, 
violation, I had to get rid of it. The same -- same 
situation happening right now with sit- --my 
shopping center. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Are you referring to the -- the 
fourplex? 

A. All of it. 

Q. So, can you elaborate? 

The City of Los Angeles wanted to build 
housing? Is that what you're saying? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 
witness's testimony. 

You can tell him if that's what you 
said. You -- 

THE WITNESS: I know, Mr. Bierman, I 
know the game, what game is behind this matter, my 
shopping center. That game already happened for my 
--my apartment building. They took my apartment 
out of my hands 

And maybe you don't know. That's 
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maybe you don't know. 

People -- it's been too much vio- -- too 
many violation for a minor thing like a cable loose 
in here, there, they send me $8,000 bill. 

It's not -- I'm not -- I just -- it's 
too much, you know, to lose your property over 
some -- just a cable pulling over, you know. 

The taco truck used the power. It's 
just like -- it's really -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. You've -- 
THE WITNESS: It's really -- 
MR. MARSHALL: I think you've answered 
the question about the fourplex, Moe. 

MR. BIERMAN: Bruce, I still think 
you're cutting off your client as he answers the 
question. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, he's not answering 
the question that you asked. 

THE WITNESS: When the City -- 
MR. MARSHALL: No. You're -- 
MR. BIERMAN: Brook, again, I think 
you're cutting off your client as he answers the 
question. 

THE WITNESS: But I don't know where we 
going with all this thing. 
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MR. MARSHALL: Right. But that 1 s why 


you need to listen to the question, Moe, and answer 
it. You don't need to have -- Moe -- 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

MR. MARSHALL: Eton 1 t interrupt me, Moe. 
Don't interrupt me. Moe -- 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, I think speaking 
over your client and holding his shoulder to tell 
him not to answer anymore is inappropriate. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 

Moe -- 


that. 


out. 


MR. BIERMAN: I'd ask that you not do 


If you guys need more time, we can step 


MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Let's -- let's -- 
let's take a break. 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, don't talk. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. MARSHALL: Let's take a break. 

Thank you. 

MR. BIERMAN: Can I just -- for the 
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record, Brooks is -- is shouting over his client and 
instrueting him -- 

THE WITNESS: He ' s not - - 
(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe. Moe, don't talk. 

MR. BIERMAN: He's doing that again with 

his -- 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

MR. BIERMAN: -- with his shoulder on 
his bicep, squeezing his bicep seemingly. 

MIR. MARSHALL: Okay. So, we're taking a 

break. 

MR. BIERMAN: Do you need time? 

MR. MARSHALL: You just asked if we 
would take a break, and I said yes. I have to -- 
MR. BIERMAN: Do you need time? 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes. We'll take a break. 
MR. BIERMAN: How much time? 

MR. MARSHALL: I don't know. 

Come on, Moe. A short period. 

MR. BIERMAN: Say another three minutes. 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 
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approximately 11:13 A.M. 

We are off the record. 

(Brief recess.) 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 

11:18 A.M. 

We are back on the record. 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, I want to once 
again request that you don't speak over your client 
when he's answering, grip his bicep or his shoulder 
to -- to induce him to stop talking when he's 
answering a question or in any other way coach your 
client. 

THE WITNESS: He put his hand on my 

shoulder 

MR- MARSHALL: Moe, Moe, Moe, Moe, 
excuse me, Moe. He's not asking you -- 
(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, you talk when you're 
asked a question. 

MR. BIERMAN: For the record -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Moe, you talk when you're 
asked a question. 

MR. BIERMAN: Counsel has once again -- 
THE REPORTER: Hold it, hold it, hold 
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it, 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

MR. BIERMAN: So, Brooks, once again I 
want to ask that you not coach your client, 
including shouting over him, grabbing him or in any 
other way trying to get him to stop answering the 
question because you don't like the way it's going. 

Can we do that? 

MR. MARSHALL: Next question, Adam. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, Mr. Harati, I wanted to ask about 
the apartment building that you said that you used 
to own. 

You were telling me about how you came 
to lose the apartment building. And I was hoping 
you could continue telling me about exactly what 
happened such that you lost the apartment building. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is overbroad, vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: I don 1 1 have none -- no 
memory about that right now. I'm very frustrated, 

I don't have no memory. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. What are you frustrated about? 
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1 

A. Just ask a question that I -- that I can 

2 

answer. 

3 

Q. Okay. Where was the four-unit apartment 

4 

building that you used to own? 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

6 

question's vague and ambiguous. 

7 

You can answer. 

8 

THE WITNESS: What has to do with - - 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, you can answer the 

10 

question. 

11 

THE WITNESS: It's in Inglewood. 

12 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

13 

Q. Do you remember the address? 

14 

A. 123 West Plymouth. 

15 

Q. And you said the City took away the 

16 

building from you. 

17 

Is that the City of Inglewood? 

18 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 

19 

witness's testimony. 

20 

You can answer. 

21 

THE WITNESS: City didn't do it, no. 

22 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

23 

Q. So, how did you lose that property? 

24 

A. I didn't lose it. 

25 

Q. So, do you still own the property? 
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A. No. 

Q. So, when did you no longer own the 
property? 

A. It's been a couple years. 

Q. So you didn't sell it? 

A. I sold it. 

Q. Who did you sell it to? 

A. My real estate sold it to someone I 

don't remember. A few people. 

Q. Like a group of investors -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. --or something? 

A. I don't know it was investors, but it 

was - - 

Q. Before you had mentioned some sort of 
violations that the building had had. 

Can you elaborate as to what those 
violations were? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Peeling paint on the --on 
the -- you know, the -- some of the moulding and 
tenant didn't want to pay rent and I had to evict 
them, cause problems. That's all. Violations 
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regarding about this stuff. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And so the City of Inglewood cited you? 
A. City cited me and we corrected, you 

know. 

Q. Were there any other regulatory 
violations at that building? 

A. Just all about these matters, you know, 
basically. I had a couple bad tenants, you know. 

Q. So, what -- what -- I'm sorry. I don't 
understand the link between the bad tenants and the 
citations. 

A. The citation -- 

Q. Can you explain the link? 

A. Yeah. The toilet is plugged and this 
thing, it's things like that, you know. 

Q. Do you remember how many times you were 

cited? 

A. Few times. There's not too many. We 
only have one bad tenant basically cause me all 
these problems. 

Q. So that tenant reported violations, and 
the City issued violations? 

A. No. It was during the evicting that's 
what happened. When I was evicting I got him -- 
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took him to couxt. And after I evict him they were 
retaliating doing all this things. 

Q. You mentioned -- 

A. I was in the process of the eviction. 

Q. You mentioned an $8,000 fine. 

Was that for these issues? 

A. No. It's a judgment of mine from that 
particular people that it was tenants that I was -- 
tried to collect, you know. 

Q. So it was a judgment that you were 
trying to collect against these tenants? 

A. Tenant s, yeah. 

Q. Do you remember the amount of fines that 
you had to pay for for the citation issued by the 
City? 

A. I never paid anything, no. I just 
correct it and -- 

Q. So, why did you decide to sell the 
building? 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's vague and 

ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Basically the tenants 
are -- start owing me, not pay the rent. 

And then it was a situation that the 
Councilman was -- you know, they choose the place 
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1 

for low income housing. And people said -- start, 

2 

you know, not paying the rent because of it. And I 

3 

couldn't make the payments and I had to let it go. 

4 

And then they put it for sale and they 

5 

have to get rid of it too. 

6 

Q. So the City of Inglewood wanted the 

7 

space for low income housing, you're saying? 

8 

A. Yes. 

9 

Q. So, did -- did they buy the property 

10 

from you? 

11 

A. Basically they were offering me -- 

12 

people -- indirectly, indirectly. 

13 

I don’t want to put them in trouble, 

14 

those people. That's done, I'm done. 

15 

Q. By "those people," do you mean the 

16 

buyers of the property? 

17 

A. No, no, no. There's just too many 

18 

people involved in corruption. 

19 

Q. In the City of Inglewood? 

20 

A. I don't want to go nowhere. Okay? I 

21 

lost the prop- -- I had to let it go, I let it go. 

22 

Q. Do you remember who the Councilman or 

23 

woman was? 

24 

A. At this time no, I don't remember. 

25 

Q. Do you remember if it was the Council 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



47 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


person for the district in which the property is 
located? 

A. No. 

Q. You said the City indirectly bought the 
property? Is that what you said? 

A. I don't want to talk about it anymore in 
this case, you know, on that matter. Already me and 
my wife has been -- we hurt a lot. We been hurt 
enough. 

I don't want to talk about it. 

Q. I'm sorry to hear that, but we're -- 
we're trying to gather information for the case. 

So, this is a deposition. And, you 
know, we have the right to ask you questions about, 
you know, what we think is relevant to the case. 

A. So what was your question? 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. 

THE WITNESS: What was your question 

again? 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. My question was the City -- you had 
said --my understanding of what you said was that 
the City indirectly purchased the property through 
these other people. 

And I was wondering if you could clarify 
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what you meant by that or what your understanding of 
the arrangement was. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Asked and 

answered. 

You can answer again. 

THE WITNESS: I -- I don't have no proof 
of it. I don't have no proof of it. I -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Sorry Proof of what? 

A. Proof of accusing -- going after the -- 
these -- whoever was the reason that I lost my -- I 
mean have to get out of my property. 

I don't want to continue. I didn't read 
anything like that, so I don't want to just -- this 
has nothing to do with -- 

Q. Dealing with anything like what? 

A. I'm sorry, but what you guys doing right 
now is -- as a beginning, I know my lawyer says -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Okay. I'm going to -- 
I r m going to stop you there. 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

MR. MARSHALL: And the reason I'm 

stopping -- 

Moe, I'm going to stop you. 
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The reason I'm stopping the witness is 
he said "my lawyer tells me." And again -- 

THE WITNESS: (Indecipherable comment.) 

MR. MARSHALL: Don't speak when 1 1 m 
speaking, please. 

THE WITNESS: All right. Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: Again I am going to 

have -- 

THE WITNESS: I j ust don't understand 

this. 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, don 1 t speak -- 
THE WITNESS: Why you have to keep going 

to -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Can I finish? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Yeah. Go ahead. 

What was your -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Can I finish? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Sure. Sure. Go 
ahead. I'm sorry. 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm going -- if -- if the 
witness begins a phrase with "my lawyer told me" or 
my "my lawyer said to me," then I understand you 
don't like it, but I'm going to stop him. Because 
anything that he says that was a conversation 
between he and I is -- is privileged, and I am going 
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to protect that privilege. 

I'm sorry to interrupt there. And I'll 
let you continue. But -- but that is why I 
interrupted. 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you said something along the lines of 

you didn't want to get into further detail about how 
you sold your property; is that right? 

MR. MARSHALL: That misstates his 

testimony. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: I don't want to go -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Is that what you said? 

THE WITNESS: Say again. I'm j ust 
getting very tired in here. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. I understand. 

A. What are you saying -- 
Q. I'm trying to learn more about how you 
came to sell the property. 

And you have said that -- well, I don't 
want to misstate your testimony. 

But could -- could you clarify how it is 
that you no longer have the property? 
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You've said that you lost it and you've 
said that you sold it. And I'm trying to understand 
exactly what happened. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. The question is 
vague, ambiguous and compound. 

You can answer if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: I sold it. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And you believe that the buyers were 
connected to the City of Inglewood? 

A. I don't want to answer this question at 
this time. 

Q. Unless the answer's privileged, you have 
to answer. 

A. I'm guessing. 

Q. So what is the basis for that belief? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, objection. It 
misstates his -- the witness's testimony. He said 
he's guessing, not a belief. 

THE WITNESS: I'm guessing, yeah. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you believe that the buyers are 
connected to the City of Inglewood? 

MR. MARSHALL: Asked and answered. He 
said he was guessing. 
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THE WITNESS: Possibly. I don't know. 
I'm guessing. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Before we took our break you were saying 
that the current matter was the same as the other 
matter in that the City was trying to take the 
property for low income housing; is that correct? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates his 

testimony. 

You can answer if that's correct. 

THE WITNESS: I received a letter that 
they want to -- they want my property, the present 
property, for their low income housing, the shopping 
center. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you know who the letter was from? 

A. The person that he sent it to me, he 

says he has someone in the City that he's going to 
send it to me. It was like a couple times they 
cancel the appointment coming there to talk about 
it. 

Q. Do you know who signed this letter? 

A. The letter came from next door -- my 
next-door neighbor, the mechanic shop. 

Q. Did you say at the mechanic shop? 
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A. Next door, they said he's part of, he's 
representing' them, but actually they're going to 
coming and to speak with me regard it. That's all. 

Q. To clarify, you received a letter from 
your neighbor who owns a mechanic shop? 

A. Right. 

Q. And the letter said what exactly? 

A. What he was saying, it is different from 
what the letter says. 

MR. MARSHALL: What did the letter say? 

THE WITNESS: The letter says that he 
wants to buy the property, something like that, 
there -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: Something about they're 
doing projects, they want to do projects for the -- 
City projects. 

I don't want to get -- I don't know. I 
have to get the letter, you know, to fully read it 
for you. But I don't have it with me right now, but 
it's a letter like that. And I do have a letter. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. But you didn't bring it with you today? 

A. No. No, I didn't bring it. I didn't 
know it's inportant to you guys. 
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Q. All right. I want to get back to the 
apartment building in Inglewood. 

Do you remember how much you sold it 

for? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 
information that 1 s not relevant or reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible 
evidence. It's manifestly irrelevant. 

You can answer that if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: Do I have to answer this? 
MR. MARSHALL: You can answer that if 
you're able. 

THE WITNESS: About two -- two million. 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Did you owe money on that property for a 

loan? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is -- it calls for information that's not at all 
relevant to this action or reasonably calculated to 
lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. 

THE WITNESS: Of course I had a loan. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, other than the citations that the 
tenant brought up in the City of Inglewood issue and 
you said you had cleared and there what no fines. 
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were there any other regulatory actions with respect 
to that property? 

A. No. That's it. 

Q. And you mentioned you owned some other 
properties that you also no longer own; is that 
correct ? 

A. That's what it was, Inglewood. That's 
what you're asking me about Inglewood. 

Q. I was asking about the fourplex in 
Inglewood. You had mentioned that you had owned 
other properties, as well. 

A. No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 
witness's testimony. 

THE WITNESS: No. It was all the same 
is spot. Same thing. It was one — one parcel. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, the only properties that you have 
ever owned were the fourplex in Inglewood and the 
current property? 

A. Right. 

Q. So, when you said you owned the fourplex 
in Inglewood and other houses, can you explain what 
you meant by that? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 
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witness's testimony. I also object to the form of 
the question. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: The houses that was in a 
fourplex, one my house and three other house next to 
it. Only was one lot. That's what I sold it for 
$2 million. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, other than that lot and the current 
property, you have never owned other property? 

A. I had a house right before -- before 
buying that property I had a house and I sold it. 

Q. Where was the house? 

A. Inglewood. 

Q. And do you remember when you sold it? 

A. It was a year before I bought that -- 
this house, I believe. Less than a year. 

Q. When did you buy the Inglewood fourplex? 

A. It's -- I think it was like 2000, 
something, 2001, 2000, 2000, 2001, something like 
that. I'm not rec- -- exactly. 

Q. And you sold it in approximately 2013? 

Is that what you said? 

A. It's almost -- I don't really recall 
exactly when I sold it. 
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Q. An estimate is fine. 


A. Huh? 

Q. If you want to estimate -- 

A. Yeah, I now. 

Q. -- what year it was, that's fine. 

A. To be honest, my mind is right now 
messed up. 

Q. I understand it's a lot. 

A. Yeah. I can't even go back right now. 

Q. Would you say it was five years ago? 

More than five years ago? Less than five years ago? 

A. I think -- I guess three years ago, four 
years ago, something like that. Yeah. 

Q. So you bought it in 2000 or 2001 and you 
think you sold it three or four years ago for 
$2 million? 

A. Uh-huh. It's more than that, you know. 

It was three years ago when we sold it, but I bought 
it -- maybe ten years I had it or something like 
that, I'm j ust thinking. 

Q. And how long did you own the house in 
Inglewood that you -- that you sold before the 
fourplex? 

A. Only a year. Maybe a year and a half. 

I'm not sure exactly. 
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Q. Did you have any citations issued 
against you for that property? 

A. No. 

Q. And so in the -- in the time that you 
owned the -- the Plymouth property, there was the — 
the one problem tenant and the — and the citations 
that followed from that problem tenant, and that's 
it? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is vague, ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Say again. Yeah, I don't 

understand. 

MR. MARSHALL: Argumentative. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Other than the -- the citations that you 
referenced with the problem tenant that you 
mentioned you had evicted, there were no other 
citations issued during that period of time? 

A. No. Escalate from that time only. 

Q. I'm sorry? 

A. The --it was only that problem with 
that tenant that basically create problem, yeah. 

Q. Do you know what happened to that 
property since you sold it? 

A. No. I don't have no idea right now. 
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Q. All right. So I want to get back to the 
current property. 

Do you remember how much you purchased 
the current property for? 

A. It's almost about close to 600. 

Q. And did you finance that purchase? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Have you refinanced since you purchased 
the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
calls for information that's not relevant to this 
lawsuit nor is it reasonably calculated to lead to 
the discovery of admissible evidence. 

It also calls for information that 
violates the witness's right to financial privacy. 

And I'm going to instruct the -- the 
witness not to answer that question. 

MR. BIERMAN: Then I'll definitely hold 
open the deposition to move to compel testimony. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. What are your dealings with Amerigo? 

You mentioned he's your real estate guy. 
Could you elaborate? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
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question's vague, overbroad and compound. Also 
assumes facts not in evidence. 

THE WITNESS: I don't understand exactly 

what -- 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You mentioned that Amerigo was your real 
estate agent, I believe. 

Is that correct? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: He's a honest person. 

I -- that's all. You know -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. I'm j ust asking does he represent you 
when you buy and sell property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: It choose to me -- it's up 
to me if I want to find someone. I mean previously, 
yes. But I'm not obligated to anybody. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you deal with him in any other way 
other than him representing you in purchase and sale 
of property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
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1 

is vague and ambiguous. 

2 

You can answer. 

3 

THE WITNESS: I -- I have some loan from 

4 

him. That's all. 

5 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

6 

Q. Are they secured by the property? 

7 

A. Yes. 

8 

Q. How much has he loaned you? 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

10 

calls for information that's not relevant to this 

11 

lawsuit nor is it reasonably calculated to lead to 

12 

the discovery of admissible evidence. And also 

13 

calls for information protected by the witness *s 

14 

right to financial privacy. 

15 

I'll instruct him not to answer. 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. Does he manage the property? 

18 

A. He oversee because always is like -- not 

19 

directly, but indirectly, I mean, helping to the 

20 

management. 

21 

Q. He indirectly manage -- sorry? 

22 

A. He's not manager, no. He's not manager. 

23 

no. 

24 

Q. Does he advise you as to how to manage 

25 

the property? 
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A. No. 

Q. Does he tell you to do things at the 
property? 

A. No. 

Q. Has he ever made an instruction as to 
management of the property to you? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question 1 s vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: No. What is it again, the 
question? (Indecipherable comment.) 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Has Mr. Furland ever instructed you to 
take an action at the property? 

A. No. 

Q. You said you discussed this lawsuit with 
Mr. Furland; is that correct? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, objection. 

Misstates his testimony. 

You can answer, 

THE WITNESS: Because he has a -- has a 
lien on the property, you guys sent the letter to 
him. That 1 s how he got informed. 

Remember you sent the letter to him and 
you spoke with him. That's how he knows. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. Since the lawsuit has Amerigo instructed 
you to do anything at the property? 

A. No. 


Q. So, Amerigo represented you for the sale 
of the Plymouth property? 


A. Right. 

Q. And the purchase of this property? 

A. Say again. I don't understand. 

Q. Amerigo represented you as your agent -- 
A. Yeah, represented me, yeah. 

Q. -- for the sale of the Plymouth 


property -- 

A. Right, yeah. 

Q. -- and for the purchase of this current 
property? 


A. Right. 

Q. Did he loan you money for the Plymouth 


property? 


MR. MARSHALL: Objection. It calls for 
information not relevant -- 


THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. MARSHALL: --to this lawsuit or 
reasonably calculated to lead -- 
THE WITNESS: Right. 
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MR. MARSHALL: -- to the discovery of 
admissible evidence. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: I'll just remind the 
witness that only one person should be speaking at a 
time so the reporter can take down -- 
THE WITNESS: Right. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- what we're saying. 

So, you need to not say "right," "uh-huh," "yes" -- 
THE WITNESS: Right. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- as -- like that, like 
that, as people are speaking. Okay? 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You mentioned a taco truck and an 
extension cord. 

Were you referring to something that 
happened at the current property? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell me what you were referring 

to? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: We rent the space to the 
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taco truck. And --we rent the space to the taco 
truck. And then -- and then he was pulling the 
extension to my plug, which is -- I allow him to do 
it. 

And it was in after-hours and nobody was 
there. Usually all the businesses are closed for a 
few hours. 

And the City told me I need to remove 
the extension cord. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. The extension cord went into where at 
the property? 

A. It was a -- it went -- it was -- go to 
junction on my house. I have a box inside -- 
outside on my property. 

Q. In the parking lot? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, did the City issue a citation for 

that? 

A. Well, they -- they give citation without 
warning. 

Q. Did that citation have a fine? 

A. It was $8,000 for that ex- --or remove 
the taco truck from there. Then we remove the truck 
and -- 
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Q. Is that the same $8,000 that you were 
referring to earlier? 

A. No. That's another -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: That was another -- a 
tenant for Plymouth, the license -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. I'm sorry. I didn't -- 

A. No, it's not. 

Q. The other $8,000 was, you said, a 
judgment that you got against the tenant? Is 
that -- am I misunderstanding? 

A. For eviction -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. That was for 

eviction. 


MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is vague and ambiguous. 


THE WITNESS: It's not. No. That was a 
different thing. That's -- that's my judgment 
was -- 


BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. When did you get rid of the taco truck? 
A. After the inspector told me to move 
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them, I move them and they dismiss the 
problem things. 

Q. So, did the citation -- let me ask a 
different question. 

Was the extension to the junction box 
the only issue that the citation made? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Well, when -- I had 
another container for storage over there. And 
that's what it was too. 

But they reduced it and dismissed it, 
because I got it -- I got -- moved the container and 
then moved the truck. 

I said I don't -- move the taco truck 
from there, which is -- after that they told me "Oh, 
you don' t have to move the taco truck. You can put 
gasoline in the motor and stay there." 

But I just didn't want to have the 
headache. I moved them out. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So the citation didn't have an issue 
with the taco truck being there. It was just that 
it was -- that it needed to be -- that they had an 
extension cord that plugged into an outlet? 
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A. Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: That's what it was 

basically. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you don't own the home on Ernest 
Street? 

A. No. 

Q. You rent? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever considered selling the 
current property? 

A. I'm -- I'm thinking about it. 

Q. You're currently considering it, you're 
saying? 

A. If someone give me a -- the money I 
expend, then I might be. 

Q. Have you ever considered selling the 
property in the past? 

A. No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. Have you ever attempted to sell the 
property? 

A. Not that I know, no. 

Q. Have you ever been charged with any 

crime? 

A. No. 

Q. Has anyone ever accused you of violating 
a criminal law? 

A. No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous and overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Other than the current matter, has there 
ever been any litigation related to the property? 

A. Not none -- nothing that I know. 

Q. Do you think there would be litigation 
that maybe you're not aware of? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, objection. Calls 
for speculation. 

THE WITNESS: What is the — what does 
that mean, please? 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You had mentioned that there was no 
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1 

litigation that you knew of. 

2 

Do you think it's possible that there's 

3 

litigation that you don't know of or are unaware of? 

4 

A. No. I don't think there's anything. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, is it possible 

6 

there's something you're not aware of? Sure. 

7 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, I think that's 

8 

coaching the witness. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. I object that the 

10 

question is vague and ambiguous, kind of ridiculous. 

11 

But you can answer. 

12 

THE WITNESS: Basically I -- I don't 

13 

understand exactly. Rephrase the question one more 

14 

time. 

15 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

16 

Q. To your knowledge, has there ever been 

17 

any litigation regarding the current property aside 

18 

from our current matter for which we're here? 

19 

A. Right. No. I don't recall anything. 

20 

Q. Other than the storage unit and the taco 

21 

truck, have there ever been any citations issued by 

22 

any regulatory authority, maybe the City, the 

23 

County, any regulatory agency for the property? 

24 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 

25 

calls for speculation, misstates the witness's 
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testimony and vague and ambiguous. 
You can answer. 


THE WITNESS: Basically it was a taco 
truck and cables. And the container they said is 
more than 20 -- it's 20 feet and it cannot be there 
That's it. 

Oh, also the tenant of mine moved a 
bathroom, and then I got a permit for it and it's 
corrected. That's it. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Which tenant was that? 

A. One restaurant three years ago, four 
years ago they did move that -- you know, move the 
bathroom and got permit. 

They did not finalize it, and I had to 
go get it and finish it up. That's all. 

But other than that, there's nothing 

else. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Excuse me. 

THE WITNESS: I'm getting cranp. 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Are you okay? 

A. Yes. I'm getting cramp. 
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VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Raise your 
microphone about two or three inches for me, please. 
THE WITNESS: What are you saying? 
VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Raise the 
microphone about two or three inches, please. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Mr. Harati, do you believe this case was 
brought to pressure you to sell the property? 

A. Prior to this I've been getting too many 
calls anonymous for selling the property, you know. 
THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. Too many 

calls -- 

MR. MARSHALL: About selling the 

property. 

THE WITNESS: -- about selling the 

property. 

MR. MARSHALL: As I said, if he's asked 
just to repeat his testimony and I remember what it 
was, I'll do that so that we don't end up with two 
different answers, 

THE WITNESS: Actually then finally I -- 
I told the gentleman just right before this happened 
like in two, three weeks before you guys calling me 
up. Finally I told the gentleman I'm not 
interested, don't call me no more. 
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And my wife said hang up, don't talk to 

this guy. 

And I said I'm keep -- you know. And 
then all of a sudden this matter happened. I don't 
know. And now still I'm getting calls once in a 
while. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Who was the gentleman? Do you know? 

A. His name was Adam. I don't know if -- 
what is the last name. I had this message, left 
him -- he's a young guy like you but he said his 
name is Adam something. 

And they keep calling me, says he has 
real estate or something. 

And I may have to be able to find the 
message. It somehow got erased, but I maybe try to 
find it. And if I be able to, I have his message, 
his voice, everything. 

He keep calling me for longest -- 
Q. What did he say? 

A. He keep saying "Have you decide?" 

I said -- I said "Well, give me few more 
months. I'm not decided. You keep calling me." 
Finally I said "You know what, I'm really not 
interested to sell, you know." 
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Q. Do you believe this lawsuit was to 
pressure you to sell? 

A. I'm believing 100 percent. 

Q. I'm sorry. That's a yes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know if this Adam character was 
representing the City of Los Angeles? 

A. No. I don't think he was say he 
represent -- he was saying that he is from -- he has 
investors and -- you know, real estate investors. 
That's all that he was telling me. 

Q. Did you ever entertain his offer? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: He - - he didn' t give me 
the offer. He just telling me "Are you ready?" He 
keep all the time say "are you ready to sell it 
now? " 

And he keep telling me, you know, 

"they're very interested, they want to buy this 
property and stuff." 

I keep saying, "I want to sell it, 
but -- I want to sell it the time that I want to 
sell it, you know; not when the person wants to buy 
it that time, you know." 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. So, for you it wasn't the right time to 

sell? 

A. Right. 

Q. Did you tell Amerigo about these calls? 
A. Yes, I told him, yeah. 

Q. Do you know what his thoughts were on 
selling? 

A. I said -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. That calls 
for speculation. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. He told me "It's up 
to you you want to sell it, you know." 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, you said you still receive calls 
from time to time. 

Are those also from the same person? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates his 

testimony. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: It's -- it's not the same 
voice, no. Not the same voice. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Does this person have a -- do they 
identify themselves with a name? 
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A. It's -- I don't -- even though they -- 
yeah. Identify them by the name, yeah. 

But it was a ladies right now that's 
interested, they're calling me. And they said the 
real estate is Century 21. 

And also the next -- next door, the 
gentleman, he told me that he receive a letter that 
the City wants to give us this money, you know, they 
give us the money for the low income housing. You 
know, we just want you to say yes. 

I said that they can come and talk about 
it, you know. But it's the contractors. It's not 
the City. It's the contractor. They want to get -- 
they want to do the -- they said they already 
negotiate with the comer, they want to get that 
lot, they want to get my mechanic shop, and I' m 
going to be part of it, the guy says. 

So I say send them over and give me the 
offer, you know. 

Q. Have you received an offer? 

A. It's -- no. Because the day that they 
supposed to come -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Have you received an 

offer? 


THE WITNESS: No. No. I didn't receive 
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an offer yet. 


MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, I think he 
understood my question. 


THE WITNESS: Yeah. But they -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Moe, there's no 


question pending. 


THE WITNESS: Sure. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. 

You have not received an offer? 

A. 

Not yet. 

Q. 

Who's the individual at the mechanic 

store or 

shop? 

A. 

He's the owner of the mechanic shop. 

Q. 

What's his name? 

A. 

I -- his name is Nelson. 

Q. 

Do you know his last name? 

A. 

No. But he's on the papers that they 

send me. 

I don't remember it right now, but it's -- 

Q. 

Did he sign --he signed the letter that 


you received? 

A. He told me to sign and I have -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Did he sign the letter? 
THE WITNESS: I believe he signed it as 
the buyer, the option to buy on what the things was, 
yeah. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. So, Nelson, the owner of the mechanic 
shop -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. --is part of a group to buy it? 

A. That's what he says, yeah. 

Q. Do you know the address of the mechanic 

shop? 

A. It's next to me. I don't exact know. 

It's next to me. It's the only shop there is. 

Q. Is it -- is it closer to you than -- is 
it closer to St. Andrews than you or further? 

A. No. It's Gramercy here, right. 

Q. Oh, Gramercy. 

A. This other side towards the -- towards 
north -- no. West. 

Q. West? 

A. I'm sorry. West. 

Q. So the mechanic shop is west of your 
property? 

A. Yeah. Yeah. 

Q. Have you received any communication from 
any City official about selling the property? 

A. No. But this gentleman told me he 
already did -- 
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1 

■-- y 

MR. MARSHALL: You've answered the 

2 

question, Moe. 

3 

THE WITNESS: They did the homework they 

4 

already going to -- they approve, but I don't know. 

5 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

6 

Q. Somebody had told you that the work at 

7 

the -- to build the housing -- 

8 

A. They -- 

9 

Q. -- has -- has already been approved? 

10 

A. He said n Already we study and everything 

11 

is done, we only need your -- you sell it to us. 

12 

That's all." 

13 

Q. And you do not want to do that? 

14 

A. I -- I left them to -- 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you want to do that? 

16 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I want to do it. No 

17 

problem. 

18 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks, again I'll ask you 

19 

not to -- 

20 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

21 

MR. BIERMAN: -- counsel your witness. 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

23 

MR. BIERMAN: I also saw you mouth 

24 

something to him. 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: No, I didn't. 
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MR. BIERMAN: I'd ask that you don't do 

that. 

MR. MARSHALL: No. No, I didn't mouth 
anything to the witness. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. Well, please don't 
mouth anything. 

MR. MARSHALL: I didn't, Adam. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

MR. MARSHALL: And you are 
mischaracterizing -- 

MR. BIERMAN: I'm asking that you don't 
moving forward. 

MR. MARSHALL: Don't -- don't interrupt, 

please. 

You're mischaracterizing the record. 

MR. BIERMAN: Going forward please do 
not mouth any sort of answer for your client. 

MR. MARSHALL: I haven't in the past. 

MR. BIERMAN: Great. 

MR. MARSHALL: Don't interrupt me, Adam. 

I haven't in the past. I won't in the 

future. 

Do not ask something to imply that it's 
happened to create a false record. 

MR. BIERMAN: Thank you for agreeing to 
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not do that. 

MR. MARSHALL: Ask only proper questions 
in the future going forward. 

Also, please do not commit any crimes 
going forward. 

Thank you, Adam. 

I mean you're just talking to talk. If 
you've got a -- you know, please ask the next 
question. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Other than -- 

THE REPORTER: We ' ve been going for over 
an hour and a half. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

THE REPORTER: Can I maybe take a break 
and go to the restroom? 

MR. BIERMAN: Sure. Do you guys want to 
take a lunch break? 

MR. MARSHALL: No. That's okay. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Here concludes 
media number one. 

The time is now 12:09 P.M. 

We are off the record. 

(Brief recess.) 
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VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Here begins media 
number two in the videotaped deposition of Mahmood 
Harati. 

The time is now approximately 12:25 P.M. 
We're back on the record. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Mr. Harati, who manages the property? 
Again, the property being 2009 West Florence. 

MR. MARSHALL: The question’s vague and 

ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Myself. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you have any help or assistance? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you at the property every day? 

A. Yes. Not every day. Monday through 
Friday. 

Q. What hours? 

A. 10:00 to 4:00. 

Q. And what are the hours that businesses 
are operating? 

MR. MARSHALL: That question's 

overbroad. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: 7:00 in the morning or -- 
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up to, I think, 8:30. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, who supervises the property when 
you're not there? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous, it calls for 
speculation. 

THE WITNESS: I have -- I monitor -- I 
monitor the cameras. We have cameras all over. 1 

monitoring from there, you know, wherever we are. 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you have remotely monitorable 
cameras? 

A. Yeah. We have that — 

Q. Is that you follow on your — on your 
phone or -- 

A. My phone, yeah. 

Q. Got it. 

A. Make sure the door closing on time 

and -- 

Q. Do you have anyone who does repairs for 
you at the property? 

A. Not particular person, but usually 
people are -- as the repair needed I -- 

Q. So, right now who is supervising the 
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property? 

A. At this time? My wife watch -- watching 
with the cameras right now. 

Q. How often is your wife at the property? 

A. She's with me all the time. 

Q. Is she at the property right now? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 
speculation. 

THE WITNESS: Right now she 1 s not really 
feeling good and she said -- you know, she didn't 
want to go to work right now. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you ever go to the property on the 
weekend? 

A. Basically I never -- if there's any 
emergency, she hasn't seen any so far. 

Q. So, if you had to estimate, how many 
times during, let's say, a month on average are you 
at the property on the weekend? 

A. None. 

Q. And on the weekend you are monitoring 
the cameras? 

A. Yes, of course. 

Q. How long have you been able to monitor 
the cameras remotely? 
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MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question 1 s vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: And we are not constantly 
watching the cameras. It's, you know, once in a 
while we looking at it and make sure, you know -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Can you estimate what's once in a while? 

A. No. We are -- 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's overbroad. 
You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: We at work at 10:00 to 
4:00. And after that, you know, maybe I'll go home 
and eat, sometimes we look at it to make sure. 

Basically we want to make sure the door 
closes at night, you know, the gate is — you know, 
they don't forget to put the lock, you know, and the 
store closed and that -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Who is responsible for closing the -- 
the gate at night? 

A. The 99 Cents Store. Because only we 
have one tenant right now. 

Q. When did you install the remotely 
monitorable cameras? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for -- 
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1 

-- o 

That's all right. Go ahead and answer. 

2 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. We just added some 

3 

more camera for the -- the new system. It's just -- 

4 

it s almost -- it was about two weeks right now. 

5 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

6 

Q. Two weeks ago you installed the -- 

7 

A. No. No. We have the cameras. But just 

8 

two weeks right now we put the monitor on our phone. 

9 

Because we operating every comers right now. 

10 

Q. So, before two weeks ago were you able 

11 

to monitor when you were not at the property -- 

12 

A. Yeah. 

13 

Q. --on your phone? 

14 

A. Basically it records. And any situation 

15 

happens, we can check it out. 

16 

Q. But you were not able to monitor on your 

17 

phone in real time prior to the new camera system? 

18 

A. Monitor on my telephone, you mean? 

19 

Q. The new system -- 

20 

A. No. We monitor. Of course we monitor. 

21 

Q. Sorry. I'll rephrase it. 

22 

The new system you are able to monitor 

23 

from your phone -- 

24 

A. Right. 

25 

Q. -- when you are at the not at the 
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property? 

A. Right. 

Q. On the old system were you able to 
monitor from your phone away from the property, as 
well? 

A. Well, I never -- I change the system. I 
never -- they never put them on. The camera man 
never did it for me. 

But now it's just with the new systems, 
the guy just put them on the phone, he said you can 
watch from the phone. 

Q. Under the old system were you able to 
watch from your telephone? 

A. I don't know, because I never tried it. 

Q. So, before two weeks ago you've never 
monitored the property from your phone away from the 
property? 

A. From my phone, no. But we -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Sorry. 

THE WITNESS: But we pass --we have 
people, my pastors and the neighborhood, like we 
have neighbors and -- you know, and some families. 
All the time they report me if in case the gate is 
not closed or something by mistake, and maybe the 
gentleman forget to put the lock, you know, then I 
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have --my pastors stop -- living close by and all 
the time passing by there, so -- 

Q. Your pastor? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who is he? 

A. He's a pastor. 

Q. What is his name? 

A. Giving it up -- my mind is right now 
blocking on everything. You know how that -- it 
goes out of my brain, you know. 

Q. Do you know his first name? 

A. No. I just -- I know his first name, 

yeah. I -- it's crazy. It's passing by me. 

Q. So you don't know his first name? 

A. Hold on. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question -- hang on. 

The question's -- 

THE WITNESS: I've very bad with the 
name. Okay? I'm very bad with the name. 

MR. MARSHALL: Moe, when I say hang 

on — 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- I'm trying to say 

something and we need to let the -- 
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THE WITNESS: Sure. 


MR. MARSHALL: We need to let the 
reporter record just one or the other of us. So, 
wait until I'm done. 

The question was argumentative and also 
vague and ambiguous. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. I'll -- I'll 
restate the question. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you know the name of the pastor that 
you were just talking about? 

A. I know but I just can't remember right 

now. 

Q. Do you know what church he's with? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 
speculation, assumes facts not in evidence. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: It -- the church is on 
Broadway. (Unintelligible comment.) 

Q. Do you know its name -- 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. I didn't get 
the last thing. 

THE WITNESS: It's on Broadway. Yeah, 
it's Broadway and -- oh, it's Javier. I'm sorry. 
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Javier. The last name I don't know. It's just off 

the comer of -- by Slauson and Broadway -- o] 
Broadway. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And were you saying before that you had 
now remembered the pastor's name? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And the name was Javier? 

A. Javier, yeah. 

Q. Do you now remember the last name? 

A. No, 

Q. Is there anyone else who checks up on 
the property other than Pastor Javier? 

A. Amerigo pass by, he said -- because he 
passing by sometimes, he said he, you know -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
was asked and answered. 

You can continue if you need to. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Amerigo sometimes 
says he pass by, he said everything's nice. And 
then he says -- yeah. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You had said there were neighbors who 
pass by. 

Who are those neighbors? 
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A. It's people come and buy things from 
99 Cents and basically -- it's a neighborhood watch 
basically. There's a lot of old ladies, you know. 
Anybody go to the roof or something, you know 
anything in the neighborhood, we have like a 
Neighborhood Watch, you know. 

Q. Does it have a name? 

A. No. Basically they living -- the people 
are living in the back of my shopping center, the 
old ladies, you know. And they say they usually -- 
anything, they said they're going to notify me, 
anybody put graffiti in the back or something. 

Q. Do you pay anyone to check on the 
property when you're not able to? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever paid a security company to 
monitor the property? 

A. Actually my -- right now we have a 
security company. And they said they're monitoring 
and at night also they watching the — you know, 
once in a while, because they watching the shopping 
center in case, you know. 

Q. What's the name of the security conpany? 

A. I don't remember the security conpany. 
Because most -- I don't know the security name of -- 
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Q. But you have a contract with this 
conpany -- 

A. Yes, I do, yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: You have to 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- pause a moment. 

Obj ection. Argumentative. 

But you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. How long have you had a contract with 
the company? 

A. It's a contract that's --we just got 
them like a month right now, one month. 

Q. And previously had -- have you ever had 
a contract with a security company to monitor the 
property? 

A. No. 

Q. What services does the security company 
provide at the property? 

A. It's an armed security guard just 
walking around, you know, make sure that nobody park 
over there more than, you know, a minute or 

something. As soon as they buy something they have 
to go. 
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1 

Q. There's -- there's a security guard that 

2 

is stationed at the property? 

3 

A. He just staying in the shopping center 

4 

for -- 

5 

Q. Is he at the shopping center -- 

6 

A. Yeah, he's at the center. 

7 

Q. -- exclusively or does he rove? 

8 

A. No, no. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

10 

THE WITNESS: He's there, yeah. 

11 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

12 

question’s vague and ambiguous. 

13 

You need to give me a chance -- 

14 

THE WITNESS: Sure. I'm sorry. 

15 

Yeah. Yes. He stays there, security 

16 

guard. 

17 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

18 

Q. What hours? 

19 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's overbroad. 

20 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. The hours that 

21 

basically the --we pick the hours that we want it 

22 

to come in at this time. And sometimes they stay up 

23 

to 6:00 sometimes, 5:00 sometimes, 4:00 sometimes. 

24 

you know. 

25 

/// 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. And it's based on what you guys tell the 
security guard that you want? 

A. No. They come every day. But -- 
because we only have one of the stores open right 
now. You know, we having, you know, hard time to 
pay this one's. 

Q. So I just want to clarify the hours that 
the security guard is at the property. 

A. Right. It's -- 

MR. MARSHALL: So, objection to the form 
of the question. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Okay. Does the security guard have 
regular hours at the property? 

A. They have -- regular hours is basically 
10:00 to 5:00, something like that, yeah. 

Q. Is that seven days a week? 

A. Yeah. No, no, no. Not seven days. 

They only come five days right now. And monitor -- 
also they monitor seven days. 

Q. Which five days -- 

A. Monday through Friday. And also they 
monitoring, you know, 24 -- they said 24 hours 
basically. 
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Q. Had you ever thought about a security 
guard before you -- this current contract? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague, ambiguous, it calls for 
speculation, it's overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: No, I never had. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. How often does Amerigo check on the 
property, if you had to estimate? 

A. He -- he don't tell me, you know, but he 
tell me -- I'm assuming that he has some businesses 
some -- somewhere that he passing by, telling me he 
checking, you know. 

Q. So, before the security company and 
before this new camera system, you relied on the 
pastor and the Neighborhood Watch group and Amerigo 
to monitor the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. It misstates 
his testimony. It's also argumentative. But you 
can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Because we didn't 
have any --we don't have any problem there that we 
need the security. Because you guys demand I have 
to bring the security guard over there. 

Ill 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. When you say "you guys," who do you 

mean? 

A. I mean -- I believe that one of your -- 
your -- your -- your -- what do you call it? 

I'm just getting tired, you know. 

Rules that they want to settle the case 
we need to have security guard, cameras, extended 
light and then get rid of the (unintelligible 
comment). 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. Extended 
light and -- 

MR. BIERMAN: He said "get rid of the 

marijuana." 

THE WITNESS: We got to -- yeah. Get 
rid of marijuana. That's what he asking me. 

MR. MARSHALL: So it's okay for you to 
repeat his answer. 

I'm not objecting if I can do the same. 
THE WITNESS: Yeah. Extend the light, 
more lighting as you had requested. We did 
everything that you told me to do. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you're saying the reason that you got 
the security guard was because you — you thought 
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that's what the City was asking you to do? 

A. Well, basically, yes. Because I never 
had problem 13 years I've been there, you know. ] 
I m just doing it because I want you to be happy, 
you know 

Q. So if it wasn't for us, you wouldn't 
have gotten the security company? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's argumentative, calls for speculation. 

THE WITNESS: I really don't need the 



security guard. You know, we have only one store's 
open and -- and with me, you know. And to me 
collecting less rent and paying the security guard, 
it just like doesn't make sense, you know. 

It's really hard, Mr. Adam. It's very 

hard. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, can you tell me who the current 
tenants are at the property? 

A. It's 99 Cents Store and me. That's all 
right now. 

Q. When you say you, can you clarify what 
you mean? 

A. Me, I'm a prosthetics/orthotics --my 
clinic there. 
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y. i'm sorryv 

A. Singh, they call him Binder Singh. 
Binder Singh, something like that. 

But I have a contract with -- you know, 
I have a contract everything. They've been there 
for long, long time. 

Q. How long? 

A. I'm thinking it was -- they've been 
there -- I'm not sure exactly, but it's been six, 
seven years. 

Q. But they weren 1 t there when you bought 
the building? 

A. No. No. I bought the building, then -- 
then they came, of course. 

Q. Do you know how much they pay in rent? 

A. Yes. $5,000. 

Q. $5,000 a month? 

A. Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: And I'm going to obj ect. 
The question calls for information that's not 
relevant nor is it reasonably calculated to lead to 
the discovery of admissible evidence. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. I didn 1 t hear your response. 

You said $5,000 a month is their rent? 
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MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
calls for information that 1 s not relevant to this 
case nor is it reasonably calculated to lead to the 
discovery of admissible evidence. 

THE WITNESS: Should I answer? 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, $5,000. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do they always pay on time? 

MR. MARSHALL: The same objection. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, pay on time. 

BY MR BIERMAN: 

Q. Have they ever been late on rent? 

MR. MARSHALL: Same objection. 

THE WITNESS: Not really that much, you 
know. Sometimes a few days. No. They're okay. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Can --do you have an estimate for how 
many times they've been late on rent? 

A. I don't recall, you know. But they pay 
it on time most -- 

Q. Do you know if it's more than three 

times? 

A. I don't think they pay late that much. 

No. They pay -- they have five days to pay, they 
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pay, you know. 

Q. How long have they been paying $5,000 a 
month for? 

MR. MARSHALL: The question calls for 
ion that 1 s not relevant nor is it reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible 
evidence. It's also overbroad. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: It's -- it's been like -- 
I'm not sure approximately, but there's been like 
maybe five, six months. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And what was their rent before that? 

MR. MARSHALL: Same objections. 

THE WITNESS: It was -- I think it was 
$4,000, yeah. 

No, no, no. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. It 

was $4500. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And for how long was it $4500? 

MR. MARSHALL: Same objections. 

THE WITNESS: I don't really recall 
that how long was that. But it just — they been 
there and then increase it the month — yearly. 

That's all we get. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you remember what their rent was when 
they started renting from you? 

MR. MARSHALL: The same objections. 

THE WITNESS: At most was $3,000. At 

most. 

BY MR BIERMAN: 

Q. Have they had a written lease the entire 
time they've been a tenant at your property? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do you have all of the leases -- 
A. Yes. 

Q. -- that cover their period of tenancy? 

A. We do have, yes. 

Q. Do you know if they have a business 
license? 

A. Yes, they do have. 

Q. You've seen proof? 

A. I've seen it on their wall, yeah. 

Q. Can you describe their customer base? 

Who shops there? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is vague, ambiguous, overbroad, calls for 
speculation. 

THE WITNESS: Neighborhood, you know. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 


Q. Do you ever see people who you think are 
students at the middle school? 

MR. MARSHALL: Object to the -- 

THE WITNESS: I don't pay attention -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

is -- 

THE WITNESS: Go ahead. I'm sorry. Go 

ahead. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- vague, ambiguous, 

overbroad, calls for speculation. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Are you aware of the middle school near 
the property called Horace Mann Middle School? 

A. I don't know the name, but I know there 

is a middle school, I believe. Yeah, they have a 
middle school there. 

Q. Do you ever see people who you think 
might be students going to and from that school? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
calls for speculation and the question asks for 
information that's not relevant to this action nor 
is it reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery 
of admissible evidence. 

THE WITNESS: May I answer? 
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MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

THE WITNESS: And I see kids coming over 
there, I see -- because they sell chips and sodas, 
you know. They get a lot of them. 

But mostly when they are too many comes, 
they don't let them too many come going in, you 
know, because they steal sometime 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So the kids steal from the store 
sometimes? 

A. Chips and -- chips. Because they 
have -- you know, they come 20 of them at a time, 
you know. 

Q. Is this like before or after school? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

is -- 

THE WITNESS: No, no. After school -- 

yeah. 


MR. 

MARSHALL: 

Moe, please. 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Go ahead. 

MR. 

MARSHALL: 

Thanks. I'm trying. 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Sure. Go ahead. 

MR. 

MARSHALL: 

I'm trying. So -- 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Right. 

MR. 

MARSHALL: 

Don't even answer me. 
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Just stop for a minute. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is overbroad, it's compound, and it calls for 
speculation. 

Again, I'd like -- I'm going to ask you 
if you could just pause for a moment after the 
question so that if I need to, I can -- 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- put an objection on 

the record. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you -- you said you've seen 20 
children on the property at a time? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. That 
misstates the witness's testimony. 

You can -- 

It's argumentative too. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: When the school closes, 
you know, they get out of the school, a lot of kids 
come for ice cream and chips and stuff. They come a 
bunch. And then, you know -- and then they get 



Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 





their stuff and they go. 

It's a routine time at the same time 
they come from school. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And sometimes they steal things -- 

A. Not anymore. They --a couple times 

they catch them. But when they're too many in 
there, the owner told me they -- they put the chips 
in their backpack. And because of that they don't 
let them all go in together. Two at a time, three 
at a time. 

But I never heard any -- any incident 
after a couple times that that happened they stole 
chips, you know. That's why they use that method, 
and it's okay now. 

Q. Do the students ever cause problems at 
the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's -- 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- vague and ambiguous, 

overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you know if the owner of the 99 Cents 
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Store has ever called the police for a theft of 
snacks? 

A. I don't have no idea. 

Q. And you said you operate a prosthetics 
and orthotics clinic at the property? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you been operating that 
clinic at the property? 

A. Right -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague. 

But you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: There I believe I'm maybe 
12 years since I bought it. I transferred 
business to there. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, the entire time that you've owned 
the property you've operated the clinic at the 
property? 

A. The first couple — two years we were 
doing remodeling, because when we got the place was 
like a -- a storage and burned by the --it was 
burned by the riot. 

Remember when they had a riot? It were 
burned. So we had to, you know -- 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



1 

--- 

Q. So, where were you operating the 

2 

prosthetics business when -- 

3 

A. In Inglewood. 

4 

Q- those first three years? 

5 

A. In Inglewood before that. 

6 

Q. Do you know the address? 

7 

A. I'm getting really bad right now. It 

8 

was -- it's been 13, 14 years. I don't know. 

9 

Q. Do you remember the street name? 

10 

A. Yeah. It was comer of La Brea and 

11 

Hillsdale. 

12 

Q* And you were a tenant? You were renting 

13 

from someone else? 

14 

A. Right. 

15 

Q. Who were you renting from? 

16 

A. It was the owner, you know. Just it was 1 

17 

a gentleman. He was Iranian from my country. 

18 

Q. Do you remember his name? 

19 

A. One of them was -- there were two 

20 

partners. One was -- last name is Hamath, other 

21 

one -- and he die. He was old, he was old man. And 

22 

other one -- I forgot his name now. 

23 

Q. Do you know who -- 

24 

A. Shaw Roch was his first name. 

25 

Q. I'm sorry. What? 
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A. Shaw Roch was his first name. 
Q. Could you spell that for us? 


A. Shaw Roch is -- Shaw is S-h-a-w, Roch, 
R-o-c-h. 

Q. Does your wife own any property other 
than the property? 

A. No. This is the only one we have. 

Q. She doesn't individually own any 
property? 

A. No. 


Q. Does she do her occupation at the 
property? 

A. Yeah. She works with me. 

Q. You said that her career had something 
to do with cancer patients? 

A. Well, we thought -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. That 
misstates the witness's testimony. 

THE WITNESS: Basically -- go ahead. 

MR. MARSHALL: Is that -- and the 


question's argumentative. 

Could you read the question back. I 
didn't -- I don't think I understood it. 

(Whereupon the question was read 
as follows: 
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"Question: You said that her 
career had something to do with 
cancer patients?") 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. The question as 
phrased is -- is argumentative and vague. It's just 
a statement. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Could you explain what your wife does 
for a living? 

MR. MARSHALL: And I'll object. Assumes 
facts not in evidence. 

You can answer. 

It's also overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: Actually we are both -- 
I'm the owner, and I provide things. And she works 
as a pay for work for me and then pull the office 
and also she has several for the mastectomy for 

people that -- lady they losing their pros- their 

breast, and she provide them with -- help them with 
the prosthetic breasts, you know. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you have a business license? 

A. Yes, of course. 

Q. With the City of Los Angeles? 
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Ill 


1 

A. Yes. 

2 

Q. Is there any state license that you have 

3 

to operate the business? 

4 

A. Yes, we do have a state license, 

5 

everything. 

6 

Q. What is the State license? 

1 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

8 

question 1 s vague, ambiguous. 

9 

THE WITNESS: All the requirement that I 

10 

need we have for my business * 

11 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

12 

Q. Do you know with what department that 

13 

license is? 

14 

A. Basically my wife take care of all the 

15 

paperwork. I don't get to the paperwork. 

16 

Since you have to have a clinic, we have 

17 

requirements with, you know, the State and whatever 

18 

we have. 

19 

Q. Is there anything else other than the 

20 

State and the City business license? 

21 

A. City and State and we have been working 

22 

with, you know, just like a regular business, like a 

23 

clinic. Whatever the requirement is, that's what we 

24 

do. 

25 

Q. And so you mentioned that sometimes you 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



go to patients and sometimes they come to you; is 
that correct? 

A. Right. Sometimes the patient that in a 
hospital, convalescent hospital. Or if they're in 
the house, they can't make it, you know, because 
they don't have a prosthesis, they don't have a leg 
I only deal with people there mostly 
that are amputated. 

Q. And so you will visit them where they 

are? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I mean is that during the day, during 
the week sometimes? 

A. During the business hours or after I 
close, then on my road, you know, I go see them. Or 
if they far, mostly, like out of town, like I have 
patient in Hemet, patient different places, what I 
do, I put them on the weekends and I go see them. 

Q. How often do people come to the property 
to receive prosthetics? 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's overbroad. 
You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Basically — how often? 
Often for each patient? 

Ill 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Well, say on average during a given 
week, how many patients will come to the shop? 

A. We don't see that many patients. We see 
them maybe about but sometimes one a day, sometimes 
two a day, three a day. But we don 1 1 — we go and 
we work with the patient, it takes about like three 
hours. 

Q. Do you -- 

A. And we manufacture them also, we making 
them, doing this everything. We just don't have to 
see too many patients. 

Q. You personally make the prosthetics at 
the store? 

A. We make it over there, as well, yeah. 

Q. Do you have any employees other than 

your wife? 

A. No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. That 
misstates the witness's testimony, assumes facts not 
in evidence. 

But you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: No, I don't have. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And do you help the patients to use the 
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prosthetics? 


Do you teach them how to use the 
prosthetics? 

A. Yes, of course, yeah. I have a lot of 
videos available. I made a leg that people jump 
from the -- you know, I make that. 

I make the patient that bikes, they ride 
a bike -- I'm very good in this stuff, you know. I 
have a lot of videos available, you know. 

Q. Do you have a space in your business 
where customers can try out the prosthetics? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does the business receive reimbursements 
from the Government? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What are the reimbursements? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

is -- 

MR. BIERMAN: I'll ask a different 

question. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do they receive Medicare reimbursements? 
A. Yes. 

Q. What percentage of patients have 
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1 

Medicare that pays for all or a portion of -- of the 

2 

costs? 

3 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's overbroad. 

4 

calls for speculation. 

5 

You can answer. 

6 

THE WITNESS: Well, almost -- I'm going 

7 

to say 80 percent over there, 90 percent even the 

8 

amputation. Amputees are over 64, a lot of them, 

9 

and are disabled before. 

10 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

11 

Q. And do you market your business? 

12 

A. No. It's word of mouth and few doctors 

13 

knows me, the patient knows me. 

14 

Q. Does your clinic pay rent to -- to the 

15 

property as a tenant? 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

17 

question 1 s vague and ambiguous. 

18 

You can answer. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Basically -- basically you 

20 

won't be making the mortgage. It's not enough money 

21 

to make the mortgage. You know, the rent, of 

22 

course, the business making money to pay the rent. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. And is the business incorporated? 

25 

A. I believe it's incorporated. 
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Q. Do you know the name of the business? 

A. Global Prosthetic. Global Prosthetic. 

MR. MARSHALL: Global Prosthetic. 

THE WITNESS: Global Prosthetic. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And that's a California corporation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And just to confirm, the property is 
owned individually in your name and your wife 1 s name 
or is it also owned by a corporation? 

A. It's our name. I believe it's -- the 
business is a corporation, and the property not. 
Property is together me and her, sole owner. 

Q. So you have five store fronts, and two 
of them are currently occupied; is that right? 

A. Yeah. Me and -- yeah. 

Q. So you have three vacant store fronts? 

A. Well, actually one, two, three -- yeah. 
Three -- actually because my building is -- one is 
my clinic, A, B, C, D -- right? Store front is one, 
two, three -- you can -- it's something how you rent 
it, you know. 

I rent two unit to one person sometimes, 
three unit to one person sometimes, you know. 

Because the space are very small. 
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1 

Q. So, how many spaces are currently 

2 

vacant? 

3 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

4 

question's vague and ambiguous. 

5 

You can answer. 

6 

THE WITNESS: I know one -- one, two. 

7 

three, four, five. But it's not five basically. A 

8 

store as a unit -- as a store together five. 

9 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

10 

Q. So some of the units are combined? 

11 

A. Yeah. 

12 

Q. So how many -- 

13 

A. One of the unit is combined, it's large. 

14 

It has A, B, C, D, you know. 

15 

Q. And it's one space right now? I mean 

16 

it's -- it's one -- 

17 

A. No. The pace is separate. But it's -- 

18 

the way they did the plan, they did it A, B, C, D on 

19 

that one. That's what makes it a little bit -- 

20 

Q. Right now how many different and 

21 

separate businesses could -- 

22 

A. Could -- 

23 

Q. -- be at your property? 

24 

A. It could --it could be one, two, three. 

25 

four with me five, six, seven. It could be seven. 
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1 

But it's -- since the space are small, nobody wants 

2 

to get like in 200 square feet, you know. They 

3 

always say I want to take the next door. I want to 

4 

be together like this. So that's what I rent. 

5 

Q. So, for the spaces that are currently 

6 

vacant, how long have each of them been vacant into? 

7 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, the question's 

8 

vague and overbroad. 

9 

THE WITNESS: It's basically -- the 

10 

restaurant is almost three years vacant. 

11 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

12 

Q. And does the -- sorry. Does the 

13 

restaurant have a number associated with it or, you 

14 

know, is it 2009 -- 

15 

A. 13. 

16 

Q. It's 2013? 

17 

A. Yeah. And then basically all of them 

18 

are being empty except one store that dispensary was 

19 

and the 99 Cents and me. 

20 

Q. The dispensary? 

21 

A. It was a dispensary. 

22 

Q. What do you mean by a dispensary? 

23 

A. I'm saying that when it was occupied, it 

24 

was only -- it's been now -- we've been having a 

25 

hard time to rent the place. 
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1 

Q. What did they do at the dispensary? 

2 

A. Oh, it's not there anymore. 

3 

Q. I understand. 

4 

But what was the business? 

5 

A. Dispensary. 

6 

Q. Can you further describe the dispensary? 

7 

What were they dispensing? 

8 

A. Dispensing -- marijuana dispensary. 

9 

Q. And how long have -- when did they 

10 

leave? 

11 

A. They left last month. 

12 

Q. A then other than the restaurant space 

13 

and the dispensary space, what other vacant space is 

14 

there and how long has it been vacant? 

15 

A. Other places been empty. They're empty. 

16 

Q. Can you tell me how long? 

17 

A. Well, I have the comer which is 2020 -- 

18 

2023 -- 2023, the last one is -- right now it's been 

19 

empty for maybe a couple years, two years. 

20 

And then it been rented for six months, 

21 

and then again -- before that when -- six months. 

22 

then again it was empty for two years. 

23 

Q. What was there for those two months? 

24 

A. It was clothing. A lady open a clothing 

25 

store. 
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1 

Q. Do you know why she stopped operating 

2 

the clothing store there? 

3 

A. Well, she couldn't make the rent, you 

4 

know. And the power together, it can in, it was 

5 

heavy for her, you know. 

6 

Q. Do you remember what her rent was? 

7 

A. As the rent? I believe I was rent there 

8 

for -- I don't know. I believe it was $1200 or 

9 

something like that. 

10 

Q. So that's 2023. 

11 

2121 was the dispensary? 

12 

A, 2021, Suite C and D, I believe* C and D 

13 

or B and C. I don' t know. The suite - - I remember 

14 

the C. C and D, two suite they had. 

15 

Q. And is there a 2021-A and B? 

16 

A. Yes. 

17 

Q. And those are -- 

18 

A. 2021 -- 

19 

Q. Is that the restaurant? I'm sorry. 

20 

A. No. No. 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Let -- let him finish the 

22 

question. 

23 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. So it's 2023 -- 
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1 

A. 2021. 

2 

Q. -- which is where the clothing store 

3 

was; is that correct? 

4 

A. Yes. Last store, yes. 

5 

Q. And then 2021-C and D was where the 

6 

dispensary was? 

7 

A. C and D, I believe, yeah. 

8 

Q. And then 2021-A and B is what? 

9 

A. No. No. Hold on. Hold on. It's -- 

10 

I'm 2021 myself, no A, B, C. 

11 

2021-A is empty. Just go B and C 

12 

perhaps. B and C. 

13 

Q. For the dispensary? 

14 

A. Yeah. I believe B and C, yeah. I'm not 

15 

so sure with B and C, because we have only that 

16 

unit, three units plus my one store. One, two. 

17 

three, yes. A, B, C. 

18 

Q. And what other vacant space is there? 

19 

A. The restaurant, also 2021 -- 20 -- 2013, 

20 

which is the restaurant, it's empty. 

21 

Q. So is that next to the 99 Cents Store? 

22 

A. Yes, yes, yes. 

23 

Q. And do you have plans to rent out these 

24 

vacant spaces? 

25 

A. Yes. 
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1 

Q. Anything specific? 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

3 

question's vague and ambiguous, 

4 

You can answer if you're able. 

5 

THE WITNESS: Right. Actually I tried 

6 

to furnish them and I try to open it 2023 myself for 

7 

cell phone. And I just cannot manage, because I'm 

8 

busy with my business, I can't, you know. 

9 

And I just close the business. I open 

10 

it one month and I closed it. 

11 

Q. When was that? 

12 

A. It was like -- still everything is there 

13 

but it's closed. Like I believe it was just 

14 

January -- January or December or December or 

15 

something. I don't remember -- recall. I open it 

16 

and then I just close it down. 

17 

I'm trying to finish it, but my idea was 

18 

just open it, maybe I can easier to rent it that 

19 

way, you know. Because people don't have money. 

20 

It's hard to -- for people to start business. 

21 

Q. Do you have any other plans to rent out 

22 

the vacant units, like specific plans? 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Again the question's 

24 

vague and ambiguous. 

25 

If you understand it, you can answer. 
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THE WITNESS: Right. I'm trying to rent 
the restaurant to restaurant. Right? And of course 
100 percent dispensary -- don't want dispensary no 
more. I never going to do it again. 

And there -- because I don't want to 
come back in here, you know. 

And I'm -- you know, I'm looking for the 
businesses that can operate, you know. 

Q. Do you have any plans to -- to market 
the spaces? 

Are you -- are you currently marketing 

the spaces? 

A. I - - 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Stop. 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Object- -- 
MR. BIERMAN: Okay. I'm sorry. 

MR. MARSHALL: Are you asking a new 

question? 

MR. BIERMAN: Yes. 

MR. MARSHALL: Go ahead. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. I'd like to clarify. 

Are you currently marketing any of the 
vacant spaces in any way? 
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A. Actually one of my tenant --or one of 
my patients just I met, he works with a real estate. 
Century 21. And then he -- she's trying to market 
right now. 

And she -- also she is a paralegal, and 
she wants to rent one of them from me, you know. 

And we getting things together with her. 

Q. Which space does she want to rent? 

A. I'm thinking about she owns a small 
space, and I told her one of the unit, A, B -- 2021, 
I may have to give her one of the smallest one over 
there. Only one unit. 

And she said she might have someone for 
-- she already have some client maybe for the next 
door, for 2023. 

Q. So, how long was the marijuana 
dispensary operating at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's vague and 
ambiguous, assumes facts not in evidence. 

THE WITNESS: It's about a year, 
almost -- almost about a year, about that. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So you said it was gone that last month. 

So, February 2017 until February 2018? 

A. About a year, yeah. I don't recall 
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1 

exactly. 

2 

Q. And do you know who was operating it? 

3 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

4 

is overbroad. It 1 s also vague and ambiguous. 

5 

THE WITNESS: There -- 

6 

MR. MARSHALL: At what point in time? 

7 

MR. BIERMAN: At all points in time? 

8 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, then the -- that — 

9 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

10 

Q. It's been open about a year. 

11 

Do -- do you know who during that entire 

12 

year was operating the dispensary? 

13 

MR. MARSHALL: Again -- again the 

14 

question's overbroad, vague, ambiguous, calls for 

15 

speculation. 

16 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: If you know, you can 

18 

answer. 

19 

THE WITNESS: It's basically these 

20 

people that rent it from me, it's less than a year 

21 

they have it. Less than a year. But they said they 

22 

bought a build -- bought a business from the 

23 

previous people. The previous people were there 

24 

overall maybe -- 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: Who operated it? 
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1 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks. 

2 

THE WITNESS: Operate it is Dynasty. 

3 

They call them Dynasty. They have a license -- they 

4 

have some permit from the City. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Can we -- can we take a 

6 

short break? 

7 

MR. BIERMAN: Again? 

8 

MR. MARSHALL: Again, yes. 

9 

MR. BIERMAN: Can I just check the time? 

10 

Sorry. 

11 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

12 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. How much time do 

13 

you need? 

14 

MR. MARSHALL: A couple minutes. 

15 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

16 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 

17 

approximately 1:20 P.M. 

18 

We are off the record. 

19 

(Brief recess.) 

20 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 

21 

approximately 1:27 P. M. 

22 

We're back on the record. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. I guess we'll go another 30 minutes and 

25 

then take a lunch break. 
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So, Mr. Harati, you mentioned there was 
a taco truck operating at the property; is that 
correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was the taco truck operating at the 
property? Do you have a range of dates? 

MR. MARSHALL: The question's vague, 
ambiguous. overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: Usually the taco truck 
comes at 6 o'clock at the evening, and the closing 
time I think they go till 2 o'clock or -- I don't 
know. 1 o'clock or 2 o'clock they leave. I don't 
know. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. But it's no longer at the property; is 
that correct? 

A. Oh, no. The next -- the pastor rent the 
next door them right now. 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. I need you to 
repeat that. 

THE WITNESS: The pastor next door rent 
a place to them, next lot. They are not longer 
close to my place. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: I'm sorry. She's 
having trouble hearing you because your microphone 
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1 

is pressed up against your shirt. Can you raise it 

2 


3 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

4 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: -- just a little 

5 

bit? 

6 

No problem. They're tricky. 

7 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

8 

Q. When did the taco truck leave your 

9 

property and go to that property? 

10 

A. I don't know exact, but it's been mostly 

11 

close to -- almost maybe eight months, nine months. 

12 

I don't know. Eight months, seven months. I don't 

13 

know exactly. But it's more than -- seven months 

14 

maybe, eight months, nine months. I don't know. I 

15 

don't know. 

16 

Q. And when did -- when did it start 

17 

renting from you on your property? 

18 

A. A year prior to that. 

19 

Q. So it was in operation for about a 

20 

year -- 

21 

A. Oh, yeah. 

22 

Q. --on your property? 

23 

A. Yeah. 

24 

Q. And do you remember what their rent was? 

25 

A. The rent was almost $700. Six -- $650. 
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1 

Q. Per month? 

2 

A. Yeah. 

3 

MR. MARSHALL: And I object to the 

4 

question as calling for information that's not 

5 

relevant nor is it reasonably calculated to lead to 

6 

the discovery of admissible evidence. 

7 

THE WITNESS: Actually they start from 

8 

$300, you know then we raised it a little bit later 

9 

to $650, $600. 

10 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

11 

Q. During the course of the year? 

12 

A. Yeah. 

13 

Q. Do you remember who -- who you dealt 

14 

with to lease out the property at -- 

15 

Who is running the taco stand? 

16 

A. His name is Valentine. 

17 

Q. Is that his last name? 

18 

A. I think it's the first name. 

19 

Q. Do you have his last name? 

20 

A. I not -- I don't have no -- that was 

21 

just available things with him. And still he is 

22 

there. He still is in the comer of Gramercy and 

23 

Florence. He paying the rent to the next lot right 

24 

now. 

25 

Q. Did you guys have a written lease? 
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A. Not with him, no. 

Q. Do you know if this business was 
operating legally? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
calls for speculation. It's vague, ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Basically he has a taco 
truck with a license right now, 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. He has a license, you say? 

A. Yeah. He has a taco truck license -- a 
taco truck. 

Q. Is that a City license? 

A. Yes. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

speculation. 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. As a taco 
truck he's licensed. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You saw the license? 

A. He's still operating over there. 

Q. Were there ever any problems with crime 
because of the taco truck? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

question's overbroad, it's vague, ambiguous, calls 
for speculation. 
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1 

THE WITNESS: I don't think so, because 

2 

I never had issues. They never had issues. And 

3 

still they are there in the comer, they stay until 

4 

-- whatever, 2 o'clock, whatever they stay. It's 

5 

still same, same thing they do. No issues. 

6 

The issue was an extension cord. That's 

7 

all. They didn't want me to have an extension cord 

8 

connected to my building, you know. 

9 

Q. Do you know -- 

10 

A. They say it's a hazard. 

11 

Q. Do you know if people who -- who bought 

12 

food from the taco truck ever were victims of crime 

13 

at the property? 

14 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

15 

Stop. Give me a chance, please. 

16 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

18 

calls for speculation. It also is vague and 

19 

ambiguous. 

20 

Now you -- now you can answer if you're 

21 

able. 

22 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. I have no ideas. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. Have you ever seen what appeared to be 

25 

an act of violence on your surveillance cameras 
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connected to people buying food from the taco shop? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
calls for speculation. It's vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: I don't have no ideas. I 
don't think so. I don't -- I don't know. I just 
don't know 

I don't ask people -- I don't go to the 
taco truck over there. Or when they were there, 
just people come in, order a taco a dollar or two 
That'sit. I don't know. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. How often were you at the property when 
the taco truck was operating? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is overbroad, vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: Sometimes I have to go 
work a little in overtime, my -- I stay over with a 
patient or I have to work. Sometimes I'm leaving at 
7 o'clock, one hour, two hours, you know. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Are you ever at the property at 
midnight? 

A. Yeah. I used to -- even though -- I 
take my kids over they're playing soccer before. 
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Only my kids are only -- they were like nine years 
old. With my friends' kids. She's a doctor. Over 
there playing soccer in -- in my shopping center. 

Q. Your kids would play soccer in the 
parking lot? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. When the taco truck was operating? 

A. Not the time the taco guys. Come after, 
later, yeah. 

Q. Did you ever go to the property at 
midnight when the taco truck was operating? 

A. Basically at night, no. But sometimes 
that I -- you know, like I'll go out of town, come 
back, I mean I'm coming back late, I'm passing by. 

My wife didn't want me to go that 
occasion, but sometimes we coming from Northern 
California, some -- you know, we go vacation, we 
come at night and -- 

Q. How often would you say you come in the 
middle of the night to the property? 

A. I never go in middle of the night. I 
just going down there. I just -- 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm sorry. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: But maybe once a year, 
two -- two times a year maybe. 
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know, later on I see it on cameras. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And do you -- 

A. I see it -- 

Q. Before you had the new system that you 
currently have -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- for the surveillance cameras -- 

A. Right. 

Q. --do you review every minute of footage 
that the surveillance camera captures? 

A. Not really. I don't pay attention to 
go -- there's no reason I'm just sitting at desk 
watching nothing, you know, unless someone's -- you 
know, that say, okay, the taco guy, he trash the 
place a little bit, the place over there, I want to 
see if they -- you know, they have to clean up 
before they go, that's all, get on their case 
sometime. 

Q. So, unless you have a reason to look at 
the surveillance cameras, you wouldn't typically 
look at the surveillance -- 

A. It's not -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Wait. 
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1 

THE WITNESS: Go ahead. Go ahead. 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

3 

is -- 

4 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

5 

Q. I didn't really get to finish. 

6 

A. Yeah. 

7 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. You -- well, you 

8 

need to let him ask a question. 

9 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. Go ahead. 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop. No. Don't -- 

11 

don’t say "go ahead," don't say "uh-huh," just wait. 

12 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

13 

MR. BIERMAN: Don't say "sure." Just 

14 

wait, please. 

15 

You need to let him ask a question. 

16 

finish it, and then you need to give me time to make 

17 

an objection if I need to without saying "okay" or 

18 

starting so that the reporter can get the full 

19 

question typed out and -- and the objection and then 

20 

it's your turn. 

21 

All right? 

22 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Thanks. 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. Do you regularly look -- did you -- 
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sorry. I'd like to start over. 

Prior to installing this new 
surveillance system that we discussed, was it your 
practice to regularly review surveillance footage 
from the night before when you arrive the next 
morning? 

A. No. 

Q. You would do that, though, if -- if you 
saw something like trash or -- or other sign that 
there had been something out of order? 

A. A few time I look because the City told 
me not to let them to use the cord. And I remind 
them do not use the cord. 

And when I leave I know they use the 
cord again. And I was watching sometimes to see if 
they do that. 

And then that too finally, you know, I 
didn't remind them the City don't want you to use 
the cord. That's what my thing was. And also I 
want to make sure -- they were very clean and stuff, 
you know, but I just want to make sure, you know, 
that they're cleaning before they leave. In the 
morning I come, other business the 99 Cents don't 
say "Oh, I cleaned the place." 

You know, sometimes like this we come in 
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1 

and just like an accident looking, you know, not 

2 

really -- because there's no situation that I -- we 

3 

be able to -- 

4 

I have camera in my house. I never look 

5 

at it. 

6 

Q. So, it's possible that you don't know 

7 

what's happening in the middle of the night at the 

8 

property when the taco truck was operating? 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 

10 

vague, ambiguous and calls for speculation. 

11 

THE WITNESS: What is it you're 

12 

asking 

13 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

14 

Q. Is it possible that there was activity 

15 

happening on your property when the taco truck was 

16 

operating that you did not know about? 

17 

A. I don't know. I don't -- I just don't 

18 

know anything about that. But I know taco license, 

19 

he's standing with his wife and children, you know. 

20 

Then, you know, they're working very, very, very 

21 

hard. I feel bad for them. They stay all night to 

22 

sell taco with their little two kids and the kids 

23 

serve the coke and soda and chips and these people 

24 

are cooking. 

25 

It's really, you know -- that's what I 
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1 

saw, you know. 

2 

Q. But you didn't review the surveillance 

3 

footage from the night before every morning -- every 

4 

morning after? 

5 

A. No, no, no, no. 

6 

MR. MARSHALL: You -- 

7 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Go ahead. I'm 

8 

sorry. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: You need to just wait 

10 

until he's done with his question -- 

11 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

12 

MR. MARSHALL: -- and then you need to 

13 

let me object -- 

14 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: -- if -- if I need to. 

16 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: So you j ust need to wait. 

18 

You need to slow it down a little bit. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

20 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

21 

is -- if I can recall the question, was overbroad 

22 

and vague and ambiguous. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. Have you ever heard of anyone getting 

25 

robbed while shopping at the taco truck? 
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1 

A* No. 

2 

Q. Have you ever heard of any violence 

3 

occurring in connection with the taco truck? 

4 

A. No. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

6 

question's vague and ambiguous. 

7 

You can answer. 

8 

THE WITNESS: No * 

9 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

10 

Q. Have you ever spoken with police about 

11 

violence at the taco truck? 

12 

A. No. 

13 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

14 

question's vague and ambiguous. 

15 

THE WITNESS: No. 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. So, who did you lease the marijuana 

18 

dispensary to? 

19 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Asked and 

20 

answered. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Basically Dynasty, the one 

22 

that's -- right now they have a license. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. Dynasty is the name of a person? 

25 

A. The company. 
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Q. Did you guys have a written lease? 

A. With the Dynasty, that -- their family I 
don't know. That's the name of the company, 

Dynasty. 

Q. So, was it Dynasty whose name was on the 

lease? 

A. The lease, it says their name, it's 
Kim -- it's Oriental people. It's Kim something, I 
don't know, but is the name of the company Dynasty. 

Q. But you leased to an individual? 

A. Of course it's an individual. I believe 

that one partner -- one partner or two. I don't 
know. I don't know it's one person or two person on 
the lease. I don't know 

Q. And when did you lease it out to these 

folks? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The -- the 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. We lease it, but 
I'm thinking about it a little over a year. But the 
family lease it to -- they sublease it to the sister 
that I'm dealing with. I don't know sister, auntie, 
whatever it was. 

But these people been there about a 
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1 

year. Like a few months they were there and then -- 

2 

Q. And did they have your permission to 

3 

sublease it? 

4 

A. No. 

5 

Q. Are -- is the sister or auntie also 

6 

affiliated with Dynasty? 

7 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

8 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Calls for speculation. 

10 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Dynasty. 

11 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

12 

Q. And did the business have a business 

13 

license to operate? 

14 

A. Yes. 

15 

Q. A City business license? 

16 

A. They have -- based on my location, they 

17 

show -- they gave me the -- they have a business 

18 

license. 

19 

Q. Did they show you a business license? 

20 

A. Yeah. They gave me with that Dynasty 

21 

name and then they had my address. They said this 

22 

is my business address -- business license. 

23 

Q. So I'm talking about a City business 

24 

license as we were discussing before. 

25 

A. Let's see. 
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MR. MARSHALL: Well, objection. If 
that's a question, it's argumentative. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Did they ever show you a -- a 
City-issued business license? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Asked and 

answered. 

He can answer again. 

THE WITNESS: I believe they show me 
something with the City license. Yeah, they show me 
City license. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Did you make a copy of that? 

A. Yes, I do. Yeah, I did. 

Q. Do you currently have a copy of that? 

A. I have it in my office, but it has been 
leased. 

Q. I'm sorry. What was the last thing you 

said? 

A. Pardon? 

Q. I didn't understand the last word you 

said. 

MR. MARSHALL: Can you read back the 
answer, please. 

(Whereupon the question was read 
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1 

as follows: 


2 

"Question: I have it in ray 


3 

office, but it has been leased." 


4 

THE WITNESS: No -- 


5 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop. Thank you. 


6 

There's no question. 


7 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 


8 

Q. So to clarify, you have -- you currently 


9 

have a copy of the business license in your office? 


10 

A. Yes. For Dynasty, yes. 


11 

Q. And did you -- did you do any work to 


12 

determine if the dispensary was legal or not? 


13 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 


14 

question's vague and ambiguous. 


15 

You can answer if you're able. 


16 

THE WITNESS: I should -- 


17 

MR. MARSHALL: You can answer that. 


18 

THE WITNESS: I brought them to the 


19 

attention, and they said they are working on it. 


20 

They have many other stores that have -- you know. 


21 

this is one of their location they have, they are 


22 

working on getting their, you know, more -- 


23 

different things and stuff. 


24 

I said okay. 


25 

Ill 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You brought what to their attention? 

A. I brought to their attention that the 
City ask me more documentation, you know. And they 
said they're working on different licenses, as well. 

But they show me this license, they show 
me that they're waiting for approval from the City 
for the dispensary for whole Los Angeles. And 
additional to the license, they were waiting for it. 

But I said you guys have to go. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. I'm going to -- 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm going to ask you to 
pause at this moment. 

As you know, you folks have also brought 
criminal charges against my client based on the -- 
you know, your allegation that he was operating and 
also aiding and abetting in the operation and also 
leasing space to a marijuana store that was not 
operating legally. 

I have a lot of -- great deal of leeway 
in your questioning here in your civil action that 
you brought, but you're now getting into areas that 
inpact or potentially impact the criminal case that 
you have brought -- you folks here in this office 
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have brought. 

So I'd ask you to think for a moment 
what further questions along, you know, this line 
there may be. 

If you want, we can go off the record 
and have a discussion about it. If you don't want 
to, that's fine, too. 

But I just want to let you know that if 
we get into an area where Mr. Harati would -- would 
be testifying in a way that could be detrimental to 
the criminal case that you've brought, then I'm 
going to -- then he's going to invoke his right not 
to provide testimony in that area. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You said the City asked you for 
licenses. 

Who was that? 

A. Not city. That -- I mean you guys when 
you brought to my attention about the dispensary 
that -- I don't know --a few months past we met, 
you said the dispensary is not legal. 

And I brought it to their attention. 

And since then I'm trying to get them out. And 
finally I got them out. 
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1 

Q. When did you get them out? 

2 

A. I got them out last month. And for 

3 

finalizing, you know, I get them last month, they're 

4 

out. 

5 

Q. How did you get them out? 

6 

A. I keep giving them notice they have to 

7 

be out. Finally, you know, I told them "You guys, 

8 

you got to fight for yourself, you know, because, 

9 

you know, I can't, you know" -- I said "I'm going to 

10 

turn the power off and this and that and -- because 

11 

the power is connected to mine, and then you guys 

12 

not going to have anything there." 

13 

And it was illegal to turn the power 

14 

off. But finally they convinced, they left because 

15 

I convinced them. 

16 

Q. So you didn't have to initiate any sort 

17 

of eviction proceedings? 

18 

A. Eviction, it didn't happen. But it's 

19 

been challenging few months prior to that one. 

20 

And finally I did month before, I said 

21 

"You know what, if you are not leaving, I'm going to 

22 

evict you guys." When I say serve it end of the 

23 

month, they said "Give us a little more." 

24 

I said "No. You have to leave." They 

25 

have to, you know -- 
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1 

Q. And did they -- 

2 

A. I give them no breaks, no. 

3 

Q. Did the dispensary bring a lot of foot 

4 

traffic to the property? 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

6 

is vague and ambiguous and it's overbroad. 

7 

You can answer if you can understand it. 

8 

THE WITNESS: Right. Basically now the 

9 

dispensary since they had security guard and we had 

10 

absolutely no problem, people never stay there, 

11 

never -- they come -- they were advertising through 

12 

the internet, and they come and they -- they get 

13 

the -- their marijuana, sit in the car and go. They 

14 

never stay over there. 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm sorry. I've missed 

16 

part of that. 

17 

Could you read the question back and 

18 

then the answer. 

19 

(Whereupon the question was read 

20 

as follows: 

21 

"Question: Did the dispensary 

22 

bring a lot of foot traffic to the 

23 

property? 

24 

"Answer: Right. Basically now 

25 

the dispensary since they had 
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1 

security guard and we had 

2 

absolutely no problem, people 

3 

never stay there, never -- they 

4 

come -- they were advertising 

5 

through the internet, and they 

6 

come and they -- they get the -- 

7 

their marijuana, sit in the car 

8 

and go. They never stay over 

9 

there.") 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 

11 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

12 

Q. So, the marijuana dispensary had 

13 

employed a security guard? 

14 

A. Yeah. They had two security guard, I 

15 

believe. 

16 

Q. For the entire period that they were at 

17 

the property? 

18 

A. Right. 

19 

Q. Do you know if they were armed? 

20 

A. I didn't notice that part. No. 

21 

Q. And do you know what hours the security 

22 

guards were on the property? 

23 

A. They were -- the time of their business 

24 

they were there. 

25 

Q. What were the hours of the business? 
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1 

A. Their hours was -- I think they come at 

2 

10 o'clock in the morning. And they were coming 

3 

10:00 to 9:00. 10:00 to 9:30, something like that. 

4 

Q. Would the security guards stay inside 

5 

the store or would they be on other places of the 

6 

property? 

7 

A. No. They would stay outside. There are 

8 

two of them. One check their ID's inside, one is 

9 

just by their door. 

10 

Q. So one is in the -- in -- outside in the 

11 

parking lot basically? 

12 

A. Yeah. One outside, one inside. 

13 

Q. And do you think those security guards 

14 

helped to keep the property calm? 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

16 

speculation. The question is also vague and 

17 

ambiguous. 

18 

THE WITNESS: Basically they wanted to 

19 

take care of their own business, you know. That's 

20 

what the purpose of their business. That's why 

21 

people get in the car, go, no problems. That's why 

22 

they had their own things. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. Do you think the security guards helped 

25 

to keep the property safe? 
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MR. MARSHALL: Overbroad. 

But you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: As I said, I've been there 
13 years, and we have never had any issues. 
Everybody's there, it's a family. Like 99 Cents, 
he's with his wife, I'm with his my wife, Togo guy 
was with his wife, you know. So we -- it's a family 
oriented -- all the businesses was family oriented. 
And the wife -- wife worked with him. The kids 
worked with him. It's like this. 

We don't have no environment that 
anybody come, for example, the -- you know, there is 
no young people over there. Everybody is like my 
age old, you know. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Is it your opinion that the security 
guard presence was a good thing at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous, calls for 
speculation. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Basically security guard 
over there is -- to me I -- just is not necessary, 
because I've been there -- I'm telling you, I've 
been -- a lot of kids down there playing soccer, 
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1 

doing that. 

2 

But it's just -- the pastor told me over 

3 

there, he said "these kids, they need a basketball." 

4 

Basketball, you know. They play with -- provide 

5 

them a basketball and -- than having security put 

6 

in. 

7 

And I said "Well, the City is asking me 

8 

to have a security guard." 

9 

He said, "These kids don't need a 

10 

security guard. They need to play -- you know, 

11 

provide them a basketball, you know." 

12 

I said, "Well, it's not my business, you 

13 

know, but I have to have a security guard." 

14 

Q. So, did you see a benefit to having the 

15 

security? 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

17 

speculation. It's also overbroad, vague and 

18 

ambiguous. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Not really. 

20 

MR. BIERMAN: You have to let me finish, 

21 

Mr. Harati. 

22 

THE WITNESS: Yes, yes. 

23 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

24 

Q. I'm sorry. What was your answer? 

25 

A. Not really. Because nothing happening, 
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1 

nothing changed, nothing -- there's nothing. 

2 

Nothing is there that to be having a security guard. 

3 

you know 

4 

I understand crimes happen in 

5 

Los Angeles, you know, everywhere. But, you know. 

6 

if you're like that, I have to get a security for my 

7 

house, too. Everywhere might be -- you know. 

8 

But I never had a problem. 13 years I'm 

9 

over there. We have patient coming, sitting outside 

10 

with the wheelchair and go out, smoke cigarette and 

11 

come in. It's like they're very safe, the ladies. 

12 

My patients, a lot of them are women, 

13 

they don t have a leg. 

14 

Q. Did you ever have a tenant leave the 

15 

property because they felt unsafe? 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

17 

speculation. 

18 

THE WITNESS: No. 

19 

MR. MARSHALL: It's also vague and 

20 

ambiguous. 

21 

THE WITNESS: No, we didn't have any 

22 

problem. 

23 

MR. BIERMAN: Now would be a good time 

24 

to -- to break if that works for everyone. 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 
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VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Here concludes 
media number two. 

The time is 1:56 P.M. 

We're off the record. 

(Whereupon at 1:57 P.M. a lunch 
recess was taken.) 

* * * 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




154 


1 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

2 

MARCH 13, 2018 

3 

* * * 

4 


5 

(Whereupon at 2:45 P.M. the 

6 

deposition proceedings were 

7 

resumed.) 

8 


9 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Here begins media 

10 

number three in the videotaped deposition of Mahmood 

11 

Harati. 

12 

The time is now approximately 2:44 P.M. 

13 

We 1 re back on the record. 

14 


15 

EXAMINATION (Resumed) 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. Mr. Harati, I said that when you said 

18 

that when you got the property, it had been damaged 

19 

from the riots? 

20 

A. Yes. 

21 

Q. What physical improvements have you made 

22 

to the property since you acquired it? 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

24 

is overbroad. 

25 

You can answer to the extent you're 
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able. 

THE WITNESS: Basically the -- there 
were nothing there except the structure and -- some 
of the structure. And it was like -- almost like 
one unit and mostly sides open. 

And that was --at the time that I saw, 
the homeless was living inside with a lot of clothes 
and mess. And basically it's just nothing was 
running. 

Nothing -- even though the door was like 
a wooden door like this, you know, and some of 
them -- the rest of it was open like -- that's what 
I -- it took me over two years to finish it up. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, what was the extent of the 
renovations ? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

But you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: What exactly -- I don't 
know what the question is. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. What did you do to the property during 
those two years to get it ready to be used? 

A. Right. Basically my engineer came in. 
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I told him I need a clinic, medical clinic, 
prosthetic clinic in here. He designed the 
prosthetic clinic, you know. 

And then a few stores we got out of it 
and, you know, we did -- every unit has their own 
AC, their own -- we -- we put a lot of money in 
there, a lot of money. 

Q. Was that borrowed money? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's -- it calls for information that's not 
relevant or reasonably calculated to lead to the 
discovery of admissible evidence. 

You can answer -- 
THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- to the extent you're 

able. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Whatever, you know, 
we keep borrowing every month until finish the job, 
yeah. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And there is gating at the property? 

A. Gate? 

Q. Currently? 

A. Yeah, currently it's gated, yeah. 

Q. When was the gate installed? 
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1 

A. When I bought the property it didn't 

2 

have no gate, nothing. And I just put the gate all 

3 

over. 

4 

Q. Is the current gate the same gate that 

5 

you installed when you purchased the property? 

6 

A. Yes. 

7 

Q- And what kind of gating is it? 

8 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

9 

question’s vague and ambiguous. 

10 

THE WITNESS: It 1 s -- it just two -- one 

11 

entrance, one exits, and it all opens up, you know, 

12 

and their height is -- made from iron, you know, and 

13 

very tall. 

14 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

15 

Q. Do you -- 

16 

A. Maybe ten feet tall maybe. 

17 

Q. And when is the gate closed, if at all? 

18 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Okay. I just forgot what 

20 

you said. 

21 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

22 

Q. I'm sorry. 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Why don't you read back 

24 

the question. 

25 

THE WITNESS: No. I got it back again. 
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1 

It's -- we closed -- by 9:30 it's 

2 

coirpletely closed. Business close at 9:00. By the 

3 

time they close it's 9:30. 

4 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

5 

Q. And the business closing at 9:00 would 

6 

be the 99 Cents Store? 

7 

A. Yeah, that's right. That's right. 

8 

Q. And when it's closed is it locked? 

9 

A. Yeah. They put the lock on both door 

10 

and nobody get in. 

11 

Q. Do you know what kind of lock? 

12 

MR. MARSHALL: Brand? 

13 

Objection. The question's vague and 

14 

ambiguous. 

15 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

16 

Q. Is it -- is it a padlock? 

17 

A. No. It’s a chain. They put a chain and 

18 

they put the lock on it, yeah. 

19 

Q. And Binder is who closes it and locks it 

20 

at night? 

21 

A. Yeah. He been good at it, you know. 

22 

Q. So they have a key to the lock? 

23 

A. Yeah, they do have a key. 

24 

Q. And I imagine you have a key to the 

25 

lock? 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



159 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


A. Right now presently I'm going to change 
the lock. Because I'm going to get a new lock and 
put it on. I lost my keys right now. 

Q. So why would you get a new lock instead 
of just making a copy of the key that the Binders 
have? 

A. Just it's a lock, that's it. Because 
locks are not expensive, only five bucks, you know, 
ten bucks. 

Q. And when you had the taco truck 
operating at the property, when were the gates 
closed those nights? 

A. Depend to the -- they were telling me 
they close at 1 o'clock, 1:30, 2 o'clock. Depend to 
the, you know, weather and weekends depends. 

Q. And that would be the operators of the 
taco truck that would -- that would close it -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- and lock it like the Binders do now? 

A. Yeah. And the Binders in the morning 

they open. 

Q. So the taco truck operators had a 
copy -- had a key to the lock, as well? 

A. Those days, yeah. 

Q. Did they forfeit that key to you when 
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1 

they stopped operating at the property? 

2 

A. No. We changed the lock, you know. 

3 

Q. But since then you -- you 1 ve lost your 

4 

copy of the key? 

5 

A. Yeah. We keep the -- either 99 Cents 

6 

lose the key, I lose the key, we get -- put another 

7 

lock, no problem. 

8 

Q. Do you know if people have ever snuck 

9 

into the property while it's been closed at night? 

10 

A. I -- I haven't seen anybody. 

11 

Q. Have there ever been overnight 

12 

burglaries that you know of at the property while 

13 

it's been closed? 

14 

A. Actually that you mention, burglary was 

15 

like one time, it was under -- I don't know, a year 

16 

ago, year and a half, I don't remember, they -- the 

17 

restaurant was empty and -- and they -- somebody 

18 

came in with a van and broke the lock outside and 

19 

broke the lock and stole things from the 

20 

restaurant -- 

21 

Q. Broke -- 

22 

A. -- refrigerator and stuff. 

23 

Q. Broke the lock on the gate? 

24 

A. Yeah. They broke everything. Broke the 

25 

lock and broke the glass of the restaurant and they 
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went in -- they stole a few things, refrigerators 
and -- 

Q. Did -- did you review the surveillance 
footage of that incident? 

A. Yeah, I did. But it was too dark and we 
didn 1 t find who was that. 

Q. Do you still have that surveillance 
footage? 

A. I don't know. I have to look for it. I 
don't know. I don't -- I don't think so. 

But it was just showing the face of -- 
where people with -- you know, hooded. And we 
didn't see any -- it was two people with a van. 

Q. To your knowledge, have there ever been 
any other burglaries when the property's been closed 
since you've owned it? 

A. I think that's the only one, I believe. 
That's the only one. Yeah. 

Q. And to your knowledge, has there ever 
been anyone who's broken into or gained access to 
the property while it's been closed in the middle of 
the night? 

A. To my knowledge, that's the only one we 
had, the restaurant, yeah. Nothing else. Because I 
have safety bolt on all the doors. 
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1 

Q. Have you had any problems with homeless 

2 

people trying to live at the property like they did 

3 

prior to you owning it? 

4 

MR, MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 

5 

witness's testimony, assumes facts not in evidence, 

6 

calls for speculation. 

7 

THE WITNESS: No. Fortunately, no. 

8 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

9 

Q. Okay. I want to talk about the 

10 

surveillance cameras at the property. Not the 

11 

current system, but the system that you had prior. 

12 

A. Right. 

13 

Q. When did you install that -- that prior 

14 

system? 

15 

A. Prior system we had it long time. Like 

16 

we have it maybe -- I don't know, maybe four years, 

17 

five years. Maybe more. I don't know. 

18 

Q. And before that there was -- there was 

19 

no surveillance? 

20 

A. I had a little -- one of those small 

21 

one, then I upgrade it to a bigger one, and then now 

22 

I upgrade it as the new version. 

23 

Q. The prior camera system that we were 

24 

just talking about, not the first one, the second 

25 

one, how many cameras were there? 
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1 

MR. MARSHALL: Misstates his testimony. 

2 

But you can answer if you're able. 

3 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. It was about -- 

4 

maybe it was seven, six, seven of them. Six maybe, 

5 

five six, six. 

6 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

7 

Q. And what areas did they cover? 

8 

A. Well, they covered the -- let's see. 

9 

They covered the whole shopping center. 

10 

Q. The exterior? 

11 

A. Yeah, exterior. And then my laboratory, 

12 

I just put them on for my lab. 

13 

Q. So, of the five, six or seven, how many 

14 

were looking at the exterior and how many were in 

15 

your shop? 

16 

A. Including the ex- -- outside it was 

17 

almost six, seven, six, six, maybe, five, six. 

18 

Inside each lab room I put one in the lab. 

19 

Q. So you had six or seven that were only 

20 

focused on outside? 

21 

A. Yeah. 

22 

Q. And then you had additional -- 

23 

A. Three of them in there. 

24 

Q. -- cameras -- three additional 

25 

cameras -- 
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1 

A. Inside. 

2 

Q. -- inside your clinic? 

3 

A. Yeah. 

4 

Q. Got it. 

5 

And did that record digitally? 

6 

A. Yeah, record digitally in there. 

7 

Q. So it's stored on a hard drive? 

8 

A. Yeah, yeah. 

9 

Q. And how long did you keep that footage? 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Obj ection. Overbroad, 

11 

calls for speculation. 

12 

THE WITNESS: How long put it -- 

13 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

14 

Q. Typically how long -- was your practice 

15 

for keeping the -- the surveillance footage that was 

16 

stored on the hard drive before deleting it? 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: The question is vague and 

18 

compound, overbroad. 

19 

THE WITNESS: How long will I keep the 

20 

record of the thing? 

21 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

22 

Q. Yes. 

23 

A. Usually I take -- I don't know really 

24 

because I never look at it, never, you know, except 

25 

the incident happen in the rest- -- outside the -- 
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they broke into the restaurant, you know. 

Q. Are you saying that's the only time you 
looked at the surveillance footage? 

A. Well, basically we had the monitor over 
there, you know. But we are not safe -- I really 
don't have time to sit down after hours. I got two 
kids, you know. I got busy life. I can't really 
sit down and watch them. 

Plus there's no reason to watch when you 
don't have to unless something happens, someone says 
something happen, then I have to go look, you know 

Q. So, other than the burglary at the 
restaurant, how many times did you look back on 
previously recorded footage? 

MR. MARSHALL: The question s overbroad, 

vague. 

THE WITNESS: I don't really recall. 
Because I've been -- you know, I don't even have 
enough time, you know, to take care of my business, 
you know. It's like -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Would you say it was more or less than 
five times as an estimate? 

A. Oh, to look at it after recording, a few 
times we look for the -- you know, remember, for 
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1 

the -- regarding about --we want to catch the taco 

2 

guys do the extension, take -- don't use the power. 

3 

And then the incident for the restaurant. 

4 

Basically like that, that's all. 

5 

Q. So, do you know what footage you still 

6 

have from that old camera system saved on a hard 

7 

drive? 

8 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Assumes facts 

9 

not in evidence, calls for speculation. 

10 

THE WITNESS: I don't know any -- 

11 

because I'm not really good on the computer. That's 

12 

why they -- you know, I just -- you know, when 

13 

you're not putting in time, you never can get good, 

14 

you know. And I just don't pay attention to it 

15 

really about that stuff. 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. Have you ever made footage available to 

18 

any member of law enforcement? 

19 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

20 

question's vague, overbroad. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

22 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

23 

Q. When did you do that? 

24 

A. Basically they came -- they came and 

25 

look at the cameras. When the incident happened for 
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the restaurant, they came and take a look at it. 

And also 99 Cents, they have -- they are -- 
constantly they are looking at their own things. 

Q. So I want to stay on your surveillance 
system for a second. 

Other than the time that -- that law 
enforcement looked at the footage after the burglary 
at the restaurant, were there any other times that 
you shared footage from your surveillance system 
with law enforcement? 

A. They didn't come ask for it. They 
didn't come and ask for it. 

Q. So that was the only time? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And your current camera system, how many 
cameras do you have? 

A. Right now it's a lot of cameras we put 
out. And then -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you know how many? 

THE WITNESS: A lot, you know. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Is it more than ten? 

A. Yeah, more than ten. I keep adding up 
more to the alley. I have two in the alley. I'm 
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1 

adding up two more in the alley, you know. And -- 

2 

you know, they just -- basically I want to get the 

3 

whole street that side and -- 

4 

Q. And you can monitor these -- these 

5 

cameras from your smartphone or - - 

6 

A. iPhone. 

7 

Q. And so I'm just trying to get a sense 

8 

for how many there are. 

9 

Do you think there are more than 15? 

10 

A. Well, right now I'm planning to put like 

11 

four or five more maybe at the end. So it's going 

12 

to be easy 15 of them, yeah. Maybe 15. 

13 

Q. So currently would you say you may have 

14 

between 10 and 15? 

15 

A. Right now inside, outside you're talking 

16 

about, right? In and out -- 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: And I'll object as vague 

18 

and ambiguous and overbroad and -- as to location. 

19 

I think he want -- I'll -- 

20 

THE WITNESS: Outside -- 

21 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

22 

Q. How many cameras do -- 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Let him ask -- let -- let 

24 

Adam ask his question, then you'll understand what 

25 

he's asking and you can answer it. 
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1 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

2 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

3 

Q. How many cameras do you currently have 

4 

that cover exterior portions of the property? 

5 

A. Exterior cover right now -- it's mine, 

6 

right? Not the 99 Cents? 

7 

Q. Right. 

8 

A. Mine. Because I got -- I put two 

9 

systems down there, two system. And one system goes 

10 

to the -- for the 2013 right now I'm recording, and 

11 

that have like one, two, three over there. Three. 

12 

And four, then another -- four, five, six, seven. 

13 

Almost -- almost we have seven, eight cameras right 

14 

now -- right now, seven. 

15 

Q. Facing exterior parts of the property? 

16 

A. Yeah. Let me see. One, two, three -- 

17 

not all of them right now connected. Guy's working 

18 

on it. But the one actually right now that working 

19 

is about six, seven of them are working right now. 

20 

Every day we fixing one more, one or 

21 

two. 

22 

Q. Do you have plans to make any 

23 

improvements to the property in the near future? 

24 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

25 

is vague, ambiguous, overbroad. 
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1 THE WITNESS: Yes. Of course. 

2 BY MR. BIERMAN: 

3 Q. What do you plan to do at the property? 

4 A. Well, I want to put the new asphalts, 

5 you know. I want to put the new asphalt, you know. 

6 Q. Is that your only plan? 

7 A. Yeah. Because we just --we painted and 

8 fix it up, everything else. 

9 Q. When did you paint? 

10 A. We painted like -- I don't recall where 

11 we went, but just like before this incident 

12 happened, because you -- you know, I said you 

13 guys -- I was just like -- like week before I just 

14 finish the paint. We could -- yes. 

15 Q. Which incident are you referring to? 

16 A. They're from -- from City Attorney -- 

17 Q. This lawsuit? 

18 A. Yeah, lawsuit. When they came over I 

19 was just finished painting like in a week before we 

20 complete it, you know. 

21 Q. And are the parking lots at the property 

22 assigned parking spots? 

23 A. Right. 

24 Q. They are assigned? 

25 A. They're sign mean -- they're handicap 
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No, sir. 


Are they assigned to different 
businesses at the property? 

A. No. 

Q. So anyone can park at -- any customer of 
any business can park at any of the spots -- 

A. Right now at this time, yes, yeah. We 
only get few parking -- people can park. We have 
15, 10 parking free over there. 

Q. Other than the burglary, do you know of 
any other criminal activity that's occurred at the 
property? 

A. One time is -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you know -- I'm sorry. 

Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Is -- basically there was 
a gentleman came in, I guess, and two people start 
fighting over there one time. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Fighting where? 

A. Fighting right by the --by the 99 Cents 
Store. That's what I know. One of them had a gun. 

And prior to that I call the police, I 
thought I might saw the gun, and police never came. 
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Q. I'm sorry. Can you repeat his answer? 
MR. MARSHALL: Maybe read the -- read 
the question and then the answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: So, listen. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

(Whereupon the question was read 
as follows: 

"Question: Other than the 
burglary, do you know of any other 
criminal activity that's occurred 
at the property? 

"Answer: One time is -- basically 
there was a gentleman came in, I 
guess, and two people start 
fighting over there one time. 

"Question: Fighting where? 

"Answer: Fighting right by the -- 

by the 99 Cents Store. That's 
what I know. One of them had a 
gun. And prior to that I call the 
police, I thought I might saw the 
gun, and police never came.") 

THE WITNESS: And then I 

MR. MARSHALL: You've answered. 
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1 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: He -- he asked for the — 

3 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

4 

MR. MARSHALL: -- answer to be read 

5 

back. 

6 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

7 

MR. MARSHALL: Now wait and see if 

8 

there's another question. 

9 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

10 

BY MR, BIERMAN: 

11 

Q. So you called the police when you were 

12 

witnessing the fight? 

13 

A. No. I didn't see the fight. But I was 

14 

inside -- I wasn't there. But I saw the guy before 

15 

prior to that. He pulled over and he has the gun 

16 

and, you know -- and -- and I didn't see when he 

17 

shoot, but I heard, you know, he shoot down there, 

18 

you know. 

19 

Q. Wait. You heard that he shot -- 

20 

A. He shot but didn't shot the guy. Just 

21 

there was a conflict of the -- you know, union -- I 

22 

don't know if they were friend. And he shot the 

23 

fence. 

24 

He want to scare the other boy, perhaps, 

25 

I don't know. But nothing happen. 
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1 

But basically prior to that when I saw 

2 

the guy have a gun in my office we call the police, 

3 

police never came. Never -- 

4 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

5 

Q. When did you see the guy have the gun? 

6 

A. It was prior to that one. 

7 

Q. Do you remember when? 

8 

A. A long time ago. 

9 

Q. Was it a couple days before the incident 

10 

or a couple months? 

11 

A. No. The same -- same day. 

12 

Q. You saw him the same day with the gun at 

13 

the property? 

14 

A. Same day I saw him he's standing other 

15 

side the shopping center. I said what is the guy 

16 

doing. He keep going back and forth. It's -- you 

17 

know, I never seen him over there. 

18 

And then -- then other guys coming over 

19 

there to the shop, another couple guys coming to buy 

20 

things from 99 Cents, all of a sudden they got in -- 

21 

they were talking -- and I heard from 99 Cents they 

22 

were talking and all of a sudden they got into it, 

23 

you know. 

24 

Q. And you said you were not at the 

25 

property at the time it occur? 
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A. No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates his 

testimony. 

THE WITNESS: Like before that, yes. 

Not that exact time. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you remember when you left the 
property that day? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 
question's vague and ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: It was like a little -- 
hour before. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. You left the property an hour before the 
shooting happened? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And when did you see the guy with the 
gun that day? 

A. We -- we saw him in the --me and my 
wife saw him over --he was standing, parked the car 
in a comer, far in a comer. And then I saw he's 
-- he's having a gun. 

And I called the police. Police didn't 

show up. 

Q. Do you remember when -- 
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1 

A. And I said it was a strange guy. You 

2 

know, we never seen him over in -- 

3 

MR. MARSHALL: Adam 1 s asking you when - - 

4 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, sure, sure. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: -- and you're talking 

6 

about a strange guy you had never seen. So you need 

7 

to — 

8 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: You need to try to -- to 

10 

try to -- 

11 

MR. BIERMAN: Brooks -- 

12 

MR. MARSHALL: -- answer the question. 

13 

MR. BIERMAN: -- I think this is -- 

14 

MR. MARSHALL: Don't interrupt me. 

15 

MR. BIERMAN: Counsel -- 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: Please don't interrupt 

17 

me. 

18 

You need to answer the questions that 

19 

he's asking you so that -- you know, Adam has a 

20 

specified time limit. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Go ahead. 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: So -- so you need to 

23 

listen to what he asks and just answer that. Okay? 

24 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: Thanks. 
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1 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

2 

Q. So you said you left the property about 

3 

an hour before the shooting happened? 

4 

A. Uh-huh. 

5 

Q. Do you remember when you saw the guy 

6 

with the gun? What time? 

7 

A. I don't remember, but it was in the -- 

8 

before noon, noon, noon-ish, something like that. 

9 

Q. And do you remember what time you left 

10 

the property? 

11 

A. It was about that time, you know. But 

12 

around noon. I don't -- 

13 

Q. You left the property at the same time 

14 

that you saw the guy with the gun? 

15 

A. No. No -- yeah. No, no, no, no. It's 

16 

not right away. 

17 

We just -- I saw him --we saw him and I 

18 

call the police, but we have to leave -- I have to 

19 

leave. And I left. 

20 

But they told me that -- Monday I find 

21 

out, you know. 

22 

Q. When was the shooting? 

23 

A. Shooting was -- I don't know if it was a 

24 

Saturday or Sunday. I don't remember which day was 

25 

that. 
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1 

Q. So, how much after you called the police 

2 

did you then leave the property? 

3 

MR - MARSHALL: Ob j ection. The 

4 

question's vague and ambiguous. 

5 

THE WITNESS: It's about maybe 30 

6 

minutes, one hour, 30 minutes, something like that. 

7 

We was just fixing to leave actually or something 

8 

like that. I was just fixing to leave, I believe. 

9 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

10 

Q. Where were you when the -- when the 

11 

shooting happened? 

12 

A. I wasn't there. 

13 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

14 

speculation. 

15 

THE WITNESS: I was gone. 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. Where were you? 

18 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

19 

speculation. 

20 

THE WITNESS: I think maybe I was home. 

21 

But I don't know exactly what time 

22 

happened, but they let me know -- Monday they told 

23 

me. 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. Who told you? 
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1 

A. 99 Cents. 

2 

Q. And how do you know that the police 

3 

didn't show up after you called? 

4 

A. They didn't show up, otherwise they 

5 

would have get the guy before -- 

6 

Q. Did you check the surveillance footage 

7 

to see if they came after you called or not? 

8 

A. No. But police came to 99 Cents and 

9 

then they review all the radios, everything. 

10 

Because I was completely out of it. After I just 

11 

called, that's all I knew. 

12 

Then I came and police was dealing with 

13 

99 Cents about the video there because -- 

14 

Q. So you -- 

15 

A. --it happening there. 

16 

Q. When you came where? 

17 

A. When on Monday I came back to work. 

18 

Q. And did you check your surveillance 

19 

footage of -- from that day? 

20 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Sorry. Go 

21 

ahead. 

22 

THE WITNESS: I'm not sure the police 

23 

look at it or not. 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. I'm asking if you looked at it. 
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1 

A. No, I didn't. I don't know. But 

2 

because mostly police didn't deal with my 

3 

business -- my side because they had everything from 

4 

the 99 Cents. They have everything visible over 

5 

there. They took their -- you know, I guess they 

6 

record everything themselves from the 99 Cents, and 

7 

they have everything. 

8 

Because he has a better --he used to 

9 

have a better camera than me, you know. 

10 

Q. Did you look at -- 

11 

A. His was more visible. 

12 

Q. Did you look at the 99 Cents Store's 

13 

footage? 

14 

A. No, I didn't. 

15 

Q. So, how do you know that the person who 

16 

shot the gun is the same person who you saw, the 

17 

strange person at the property when you called the 

18 

police? 

19 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

20 

Argumentative. 

21 

THE WITNESS: I heard from people this 

22 

guy conflict with this and that, I heard. And then 

23 

they took the guy -- got the guy and took him to 

24 

jail. 

25 

Ill 
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1 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 


2 

Q. Did you make your surveillance footage 


3 

available to the police? 


4 

A. Did I -- what? 


5 

Q. Did you offer your surveillance footage 


6 

to the police for -- 


7 

A. Yes, of course. Yeah. But the policy 


8 

didn't want to deal with my cameras because he had 


9 

everything from his cameras, his own everything. 


10 

Q. So they declined your offer to review 


11 

the surveillance footage? 


12 

A. I don't remember it really, because my 


13 

camera is not really -- was visible good. You know, 


14 

because his cameras is completely -- has everything 


15 

happening on his, and it shows everything. 


16 

So that I'm -- because I never -- I 


17 

never really -- I didn't heard nothing after that 


18 

dealing with the 99 Cents. 


19 

Q. So, to be clear, you offered the 


20 

surveillance footage to police? 


21 

A. I don't remember at all, I don't 


22 

remember at all. I don't know they came and look or 


23 

not or what. 


24 

Because as I said, my camera at that 


25 

time was like very fuzzy, you know. But his cameras 
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was very visible. And what they did, they got 
whatever they want. The police got whatever they 
want. 

Q. And you viewed the footage from the 99 
Cents Store? 

A. No, I didn't, no. But they told me -- 
99 Cents told me -- the instructor told me was it 
that gay? 

I said, "Oh, yeah. I called the police. 
I saw his gun." 

Q. How did you see that guy? 

Did the 99 Cents Store inform you that 
it was an individual who did the shooting -- 

A. And it was this and that with that car. 

I said "yeah, I was in my office and I saw a gun. 
And I called the police prior to that." 

Q. I guess my question is how did you know 
that it was the same person if you never viewed the 
footage of the shooting? 

A. But he said the way they instruct --he 
instructed to me and they said yeah, because he got 
a camera too. He knows that -- where the car was. 

Q. So was there a reason you didn 1 t want to 
view the footage -- 

Can I strike that. I'll ask a different 
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question. 

Was there a reason you didn't view the 
footage from the 99 Cents Store? 

A. Basically -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Was there a reason? 

THE WITNESS: No. He didn 1 t look -- 
like he is busy and all this. And I asked him what 
was going on and stuff. 

Actually he remind me -- yeah, I wanted 
to look at it, you know. But he just keep all the 
time busy, you know, customers coming, this and 
that. 

And I had to -- you know, it just never 

happened. 

Q. But you also didn't look at -- 

A. He said the police got everything. 

There was -- guy was on there, this and that. It 
was the same person I know he had the gun. 

Q. But you also didn't look at your own 
footage, correct? 

A. My footage is so fuzzy and it doesn't 
show really. Wasn't -- it was very, very fuzzy 

Q. So, did you make an attempt to view it? 

A. Basically I remember that we went to 
that room to look this stuff. But I'm not sure, 
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maybe police came and look at it too. I have to -- 
My memory doesn't go that far, you know. 
Maybe I think -- maybe we had -- we did. I'm not 
sure. 

But it's -- we didn't really see 
anything my cameras, because my camera -- the thing 
happened on their side and their cameras was there. 

And he assured me and said police just 
came and took the thing to take the guy to jail, and 
everything is -- 

(Unintelligible simultaneous 
colloquy.) 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Did your camera not cover that part of 
the parking lot? 

A. At that time my cameras was not had a 
good connection and stuff. I couldn't really get 
anything out of it myself before that, you know. 

And I never care about my cameras. Like 
I mean busy working and never really pay attention 
make my camera and watching all this stuff, you 
know. 

Q. So you barely reviewed the surveillance 
footage that had been previously recorded; and even 
if you did view it, it wasn't very clear? 
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A. Before that, yeah. I mean my cameras -- 
as I said, I'm not a camera man. I'm not very good 
at cameras, you know. 

But the memory get full, I remember that 
memory get full very quickly and it goes up, up 
this, show fuzzy, and it was a little bit issues 
with -- and I pay a lot of money for it. 

But the guy maybe didn't do a good job 
on the cameras. 

Q. So did you -- do you have any idea who 
the people involved in the shooting were? 

A. As I -- not -- I don't know who was -- I 
don't know the person live by character-wise. But 
I -- I knew me and my -- my wife has a very vision 
and can remember. 

If I see him, I may remember because of 
height. I know he was very tall. 

Q. And did -- did the Binders tell you 

anything about the people involved in the fight? 

A. No. He told me that this thing happened 

and, you know, and then -- I said -- I sit here, we 

go over, "what's going on" and stuff. 

He said the police got the guy already, 
that, that, this, that. You know, they got the -- I 
said "can I see the videos also," I remember. 
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1 

And he said, "oh, yeah, the police got 

2 

video, this and that, everything, that why the 

3 

police was following up everything. And that's why 

4 

they got the guy and" -- 

5 

Q. Did you just say you asked to see the 

6 

footage? 

7 

A. Yeah, yeah. I remember I asked the guy. 

8 

I told you. But he was very busy. 

9 

Q. So he did not show you the footage? 

10 

A. No, he never --he didn't show me the 

11 

footage, no. 

12 

Q. Even though you asked? 

13 

A. Yeah. Yeah. But not intentionally. He 

14 

been busy, constantly busy. You know, line is over 

15 

there and then you go back and forth -- 

16 

Q. Did you ever follow up with him after 

17 

that -- that time you asked -- 

18 

A. Yeah, yeah, I follow -- yeah, of course. 

19 

But he says police has everything, they 

20 

got the guy, this and that, everything's -- I think 

21 

I told him, you know, "well, then nothing else we 

22 

can do." 

23 

Q. Did you take any steps after the 

24 

incident to prevent something like this from 

25 

happening in the future? 
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A. Well, basically sometime it's -- I don't 
know. I -- nothing really I can do. But what I do, 
what I did, I called the -- I mean we -- you know, 
we constantly -- really no watching anybody staying 
there for no reason and I go by there, you know, you 
cannot stay here for more than -- say I'm going to 
buy something. 

And I am approaching people not to stay 
more than a minute over there. Sometimes people, 
you know, parking, don't want to go. 

I had a couple situations that people 
say I'm waiting for Uber. Really, Uber came and 
pick them up, you know. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the people 
involved in the fight were members of a -- a street 
gang? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, objection. Calls 
for rank speculation. The question is -- 

Let me finish. 

The question is vague and ambiguous and 
also calls for information that's not relevant nor 
is it reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery 
of admissible evidence. 

THE WITNESS: As I said, I never seen 
the guy before, you know. And to me it was looking 
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strange that's what -- you know, mostly people in 
the neighborhood they come buy things and go. 

So when someone 1 s sitting in a car -- 
people in the neighborhood, they don't come over 
there and they don' t have guns. They hang out. 

But if they see something strange, 
someone comes sit in the car, just like that guy and 
just like we watching for them to see if there's any 
bad, go approach them -- I said that neighborhoods 
we only have 99 Cents Store or they had dispensary. 
People come and buy and go. Nobody stays over 
there. 

But if you see strange things, if I see 
when I'm there a strange person sitting in a car, 
basically I approach him, I tell him "now, you can't 
stay here more than like a minute or two or three." 

I see they don't come out of their car 
to buy thing, because my windows I can see out, they 
cannot see me. And now all the time people go. I 
mean sometime people waiting for someone, like the 
mechanic store next door, people come, say "I'm 
going to the mechanic shop." They want to park my 
place and I say "no, you can't," you know. Things 
happen like that, so -- 

And that particular guy park over there. 
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It's strange and I thought he had gun and I said - 
and I called the police right away. 

MR. MARSHALL: Can I have just -- just 

one moment? 

I think I've got to -- I need just a 
moment break if that's okay. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 
approximately 3:25 P. M. 

We're off the record. 

(Brief recess.) 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 
approximately 3:28 P.M. 

We're back on the record. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, you said you saw a man with a gun, 
and that prompted you to call the police. 

Where was the gun on the person? 

A. I saw it he went and picked up the -- 
open the trunk and then got the gun and then he was 
just sitting in front and back and forth, you know. 

I said it doesn't look good, you know. 
And I call the -- call the police. 

Q. He pulled a gun out of the trunk? 

A. Yeah, yeah, yeah. He had the gun in the 
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1 

trunk, yeah. 

2 

Q. And then what did he do with it after he 

3 

pulled it out of the trunk? 

4 

A. I didn't see. He was sitting in the 

5 

car. He came and sit in the car. And I call the 

6 

police, I said I see someone with a gun. 

7 

Q. And you saw him out the window? 

8 

A. Yeah, yeah, yeah. Because my office is 

9 

there and he was down there and right in the corner. 

10 

Q. I think they want the microphone to not 

11 

be on the cloth. 

12 

A. I'm sorry. 

13 

Better now? You think so. Thank you. 

14 

Sorry. 

15 

Q. So you were looking out the window and 

16 

you saw the man with the gun? 

17 

A. Yes, yes. 

18 

Q. And you said that was around noon? 

19 

A. Approximately around --at that time. 

20 

yeah. Or maybe 11. I don't remember that. I don't 

21 

know exact. 

22 

Q. And when you say you called the police. 

23 

what number did you call? 

24 

A. My wife called the police, you know. 

25 

But we were together. 
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Q. Do you know if she called 9-1-1? 

A. I don't remember. Maybe 9-1-1 -- I 
don't -- no. She has the station number. Perhaps 
she called the station. Perhaps. I'm not sure. 

But I don't know. But for sure we called. 

Q. And on Monday the police were at the 
property investigating the shooting? 

A. No. I don't -- I didn't see the 
police -- I mean I don't know, but it was I guess 
police on the call. I don't remember exactly. It's 
been a long time. 

But now I find out from the 99 Cents, 
but I was -- by the time I came to the office maybe 
the police was there earlier. I didn't see the 
police, no. 

Q. So you didn't talk to the police about 
the incident? 

A. I did -- I don't remember. Be honest 
with you, I don't remember. But it looks like the 
concern is me is the concerns is they were already 
deal with the 99 Cents, everything down there, and 
they don't -- they never really -- it was already 
police did the investigations by 99 Cents, got the 
videos, they did -- got everything wrapped up that 
way. 
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1 

MR. BIERMAN: Hi. We're doing a 

2 

deposition. 

3 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

4 

Q. And did you reach out to police in 

5 

connection with the shooting after the shooting at 

6 

all? 

7 

A. I just -- I don't remember, but I see 

8 

sometime when the police come over I talk to the 

9 

police knows me, you know. 

10 

Q. I'm sorry. I don't understand. 

11 

A. Some polices, sometimes they come over. 

12 

you know, they say "Hi" to me, and I say "Hi," you 

13 

know. 

14 

Q. So, did you ever speak with police about 

15 

the shooting incident? 

16 

A. I don't remember right now. I'm -- 

17 

because the police, they wrap up -- wrap it up so 

18 

fast over there and then they deal with the 99 Cents 

19 

and everything that was processed over there. 

20 

Q. And do you remember when the shooting 

21 

was? 

22 

I don't think we ever got an estimate of 

23 

a date. 

24 

A. I don't know exactly. No, I don t know 

25 

exactly. 
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1 

Q. Was it -- 

2 

A. The time was -- 

3 

Q. -- one year ago? 

4 

A. Oh, when was that? I don't know it 

5 

was -- it's not that far. It was far, but maybe one 

6 

year, maybe -- maybe a little bit before. I don’t 

7 

know the year. I don't know. 

8 

Q. And since that shooting have there been 

9 

any other criminal incidents at the property that 

10 

you are aware of? 

11 

A. No. That's all. That's all. It was 

12 

the whole entire 13 years it was that only shooting. 

13 

Nothing happened, but that was shooting. 

14 

And then burglary my business and the — 

15 

what do you call it? Robbery in my business -- I 

16 

mean the restaurant. 

17 

Q. Other than those two incidents, you know 

18 

of no criminal activity -- 

19 

A. No. 

20 

Q. -- activity at the property? 

21 

A. Nothing. Absolutely nothing. 

22 

Q. Was there a MetroPCS store at your 

23 

property at any time while you owned it? 

24 

A. Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. Five, ten years 

25 

ago. Seven, eight, nine, ten years ago. 
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Q. Do you know of any criminal activity 
that occurred at the MetroPCS? 

A. Nothing really that happened over there, 
except that there were employees -- employee tried 
to rob their own store. But they said somebody else 
came without a gun, without a gun. Without a gun. 
Nobody had a gun. 

They had videos. The guys come over and 
I guess get some money from cashier and go. 

Q. And do you know when that was? 

A. It was like in maybe ten years ago 

maybe. I don't know. I remember exactly. 

But that time it was an inside job. A 
couple young kids was working. And I saw they 
having -- you know, they keep buying rim for their 
car and being -- stereo, I said where you get this 
money, I told the boy, you know. 

And I said to my friend, then I heard 
there was a robbery without gun, nothing, just these 
guys come in and take the money, go, with a hoodie 
and just come in and take -- at 5 o'clock they know 
that money is in cashier, they know exactly which 
cashier this money is and they told them "give me 
the money." 

It was just very minor thing, no -- 
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1 

nothing conflict. 

2 

Q. So, other than the robbery, the burglary 

3 

and the shooting, are you aware of any criminal 

4 

incidents that have taken place at the property 

5 

since you've owned it? 

6 

A. Not really, no. 

7 

Q. What do you mean by "not really"? 

8 

A. Not at all, no. No. And that incident 

9 

for Metro, it was just like someone come in, it was 

10 

a set-up with the -- the cashier and their stuff 

11 

like that. That was obvious inside job. 

12 

Q. And that happened once? 

13 

A. The employee was -- yeah, it happened 

14 

once. 

15 

Q. Why did the MetroPCS store leave? 

16 

A. Oh, because I raised the rent. And 

17 

then -- $300 more. And then they said they want to 

18 

reduce the rent because they are good tenants. 

19 

And I just said, "you know what, every 

20 

year it's $100 goes up. 

21 

And they said they didn't want to pay. 

22 

Q. So they left and you were stuck with a 

23 

vacant store front? 

24 

A. I made a mistake. I -- it was a big 

25 

mistake. 
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1 

Q. Why was it a mistake? 

2 

A. I could have just bring the rent lower. 

3 

I mean don't raise the rent, you know. I should 

4 

have worked with them to keep them, you know. 

5 

Q- Did you -- did you review your 

6 

surveillance footage to -- to learn anything further 

7 

about that crime? 

8 

A. That crime they had a video, they show 

9 

it to me, and it was just one like a teenage guy 

10 

come with -- they look like very young with the 

11 

hoodie. They come and go to exact cashier that have 

12 

the money, and then the guy 1 s handing him and they 

13 

go. It was just totally, totally inside job. 

14 

Q. And you said you spoke to the individual 

15 

who you believed who did the robbery later at the 

16 

property? 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 

18 

witness's testimony. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Which -- 

20 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

21 

Q. You said you spoke with somebody who add 

22 

rings and seemed to have some money. 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

24 

THE WITNESS: No. The cashier. 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates -- 
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1 

THE WITNESS: I'm talking about cashier. 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 

3 

witness's testimony. 

4 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: You have to give me a 

6 

chance, please, 

7 

THE WITNESS: Sure, sure. 

8 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

9 

Q. You saw the cashier later and the 

10 

cashier -- 

11 

A. No. We went -- I went inside, I said 

12 

they told me it was a robbery, right? Next day. 

13 

They told me. And then I said I didn't 

14 

see no action going on. I'm in my office. There's 

15 

no action, nothing. 

16 

And then I don't know what they tell 

17 

him. They said "oh, he came into this cashier and 

18 

took the money. 

19 

and there was two cashier, one cashier is empty, 

20 

other cashier is -- has money. You know, there -- I 

21 

knew, you know, that the cashier has to do something 

22 

(unintelligible comment). 

23 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. I know that 

24 

the cashier has to do something -- 

25 

THE WITNESS: With the robbery. That 
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1 

time it was ten years ago. It was, you know -- I 

2 

don't -- I don't know those two young, maybe -- 

3 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

4 

Q. Have you ever seen anyone use drugs at 

5 

the property? 

6 

A. No. 

7 

I mean what kind of drug, you know? 

8 

Q. Any drug? 

9 

A. I mean I see people smoke cigarettes 

10 

sometime, you know, they turn the cigarette then 

11 

they go. They don't stay. They just smoke and go. 

12 

And marijuana, never seen anybody smoke 

13 

over there. 

14 

Q. So you've never seen someone smoke 

15 

marijuana at the property? 

16 

A. No, I never seen. But I seen sometimes 

17 

people when the come with the car, they -- they 

18 

smoke --it smells when they come. 

19 

Q. Have you ever seen anyone engage in what 

20 

you thought to be a drug sale at the property? 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. It calls for 

22 

speculation, it's overbroad. 

23 

You can answer if you're able. 

24 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Did I see 

25 

someone -- I'm sorry. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Have you ever seen anyone who you 
thought was selling narcotics at the property? 

A. No. No. Never. 

MR. MARSHALL: Same objections. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do people ever hang out at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is vague, ambiguous and overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: Hang out is -- they used 
to hang out like maybe ten, five minutes, two 
minutes. I used to approach them and says -- they 
said "Well, we buying things." 

I said they buying things then come out 
and they want to stay talk outside. It's not a 
hangout like a hangout, hangout. And they -- they 
got two, three people coming to buy soda, chips and 
stuff. 

And sometimes they stay, you know, talk 
a little bit, and then go. It's not like more — 
not less than -- more like three, four minutes, 
three minutes, four minutes the max that they stay, 
communicate, but -- 
BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So the maximum that someone will hang 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



200 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


out as we said at the property after a purchase is 
three or four minutes? 

A. The -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Objection. 
Misstates the -- 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- witness's testimony, 
and the question is also vague and overbroad. 

You're -- you can answer if you're able. 

THE WITNESS: Right. I don't allow 
anybody stay, I don't care who they are, more than 
four minutes in my shopping center. Maximum four 
minutes, three minutes, you know. I don't let 
nobody stays. 

If they don't buy anything, nobody's 
welcome or they can't stay. 

Q. When you say you don't let them, how do 
you prevent them from staying longer? 

A. Well, I go approach them and I talk to 
them, said "What are you standing here for?" 

They said "Oh, I'm buying things." 

I said, "Okay. As soon as you buy you 
need to leave. You cannot stay. It's a private 
property." That's it. 

Q. Has anybody ever disobeyed you? 
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A. Well, people just said "Come on, you 
don't want me to buy anything? How you guys want to 
do business here?" 

I said, well -- I said nobody stay, got 

to go. 

Q. So, has anybody ever disobeyed your 
request that they leave? 

A. Most of the time, 90 percent they -- 
most of them say "Just give me a minute, give me a 
minute. Now I'm leaving. I'm just talking to my 
friend," you know. 

And they don't know. They obey. They 

don't -- 

Q. What about the other ten percent of the 

time? 

A. Well, they -- they leave. They don't -- 
because they know 99 Cents told them the same thing. 

I told 99 Cents if anybody buy things and then stay 
to eat the chips, you don't sell it to them. 

And that's why he told them also, say 
I'm not going to -- now they know if they buy chips 
and soda and stay, the next time then I'm not going 
to -- you know, it's going to be hard on him not to 
sell them chips, you know. If you want to eat, you 
got to eat chips, get -- get it out and go. 
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1 

Q. So has anybody ever disobeyed your 

2 

request that they leave? 

3 

A. No, no. Argue a little bit, but not -- 

4 

not that -- they leave. Say "just give me a minute. 

5 

Give me a minute." 

6 

Sometimes they say "Moe, I'm talking to 

7 

my friend. All right? You know, I'm leaving." 

8 

I said "Okay. I ! m letting you know 

9 

because I don't want people they think only you can 

10 

say, some other people come and stay. 

11 

That's -- basically I don't want anybody 

12 

stays at all. 

13 

And we been very successful in that, you 

14 

know. 

15 

Q. Have you ever heard of the street gang, 

16 

the Neighborhood Crips? 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

18 

is overbroad, vague and ambiguous. 

19 

THE WITNESS: I heard the Crip, but I 

20 

don't know. The Blood, Crip, Six-Oh. There's three 

21 

I heard, you know. 

22 

Q. Blood, Crip and Six-Oh? 

23 

A. Yeah, yeah. 

24 

Q. Where did -- where have you heard those 

25 

terms? 
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1 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 

2 

vague and ambiguous. 

3 

THE WITNESS: They said that this isn't 

4 

a (unintelligible comment neighborhood. 

5 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. They said 

6 

that this isn't a -- 

7 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

8 

THE WITNESS: It's basically coin shops. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Can we -- no, no, no. 

10 

So that we -- can you report this. 

11 

So that we've got a clear record, the 

12 

reporter missed a word, asked the witness to repeat 

13 

it, and the witness is now answering a different 

14 

question and adding to an answer. 

15 

MR. BIERMAN: Should I just ask the 

16 

question again? 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: That would be fine. 

18 

So, Mr. Harati -- 

19 

MR. BIERMAN: I'll ask the question. 

20 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes. But I want to make 

21 

sure that we don't continue to run into this 

22 

situation. 

23 

MR. BIERMAN: What situation? 

24 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm not asking him a 

25 

question. 
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1 

Mr. Harati -- 

2 

MR. BIERMAN: What are you telling him? 

3 

MR. MARSHALL: Please stop interrupting. 

4 

I give you the courtesy of not interrupting you. 

5 

You know it's very difficult for a reporter to 

6 

record two people at once. You in fact admonished 

7 

the witness about that at the beginning. I'm sure 

8 

you understand that. 

9 

Mr. Harati, you have to listen to 

10 

Mr. Bierman ask you a question and then you answer 

11 

that. 

12 

If the reporter asks you -- if the 

13 

reporter is unable to understand all of what you say 

14 

and asks you to repeat a word, she is not asking you 

15 

to add more to an answer or -- 

16 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: -- to change -- no. Not 

18 

"sure." Just listen. 

19 

She's not asking you to add more to an 

20 

answer or to change an answer or to clarify. She's 

21 

just -- she needs to type out or keep a record of 

22 

exactly what it is you say. And if she misses a 

23 

word, she wants you just to repeat that word. Or if 

24 

she misses a phrase, she wants you to repeat that 

25 

exact phrase if you're able. 
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1 

If you don't remember what it was, you 


2 

just say "I don't remember." 


3 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 


4 

MR. MARSHALL: But the reporter is not 


5 

asking you new or different questions or asking you 


6 

to -- to add additional information. 


7 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 


8 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you understand? 


9 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 


10 

MR. MARSHALL: Thank you. 


11 

MR. BIERMAN: Done? 


12 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes. You may proceed. 


13 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 


14 

Q. So, where have you heard those terms 


15 

before? 


16 

MR. MARSHALL: Obj ection, Vague and 


17 

ambiguous. 


18 

THE WITNESS: Well, actually -- 


19 

MR. MARSHALL: And overbroad. 


20 

THE WITNESS: I heard from people, you 


21 

know. 


22 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 


23 

Q. What people? 


24 

A. Well, there was an incident happen in 


25 

the --by Crenshaw and Florence in the coin shop, 

1 
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it's like about half a mile, one mile about -- 
almost -- about a mile or three-quarter mile from us 
long time ago. I guess it's because a guy -- 
different gang close, other ones they said that Crip 
kill the other. I don't know which one killed what. 
They were -- that's what I heard, they said "Oh, 
there's a -- the gangs are fighting. The gang 
killing each other." 

And the coin shop is nothing -- about a 
mile away from our shopping center is on the 
streets. 

Q. Do you remember who told you that? 

A. Huh? No, no, I don't remember. They 
said that -- and I went to the Councilman also. A 
long time ago we went to the Councilman to im- -- 
for improving what we do, to improving their 
property. And I was asking him how could -- how do 
we find the tenants in here, I asked the councilman, 
you know, in the --by Los Angeles. 

And they were talking about this matter. 

He says yeah, this dark -- several gang fighting and 
they -- in a matter of one month six -- 16 shooting 
happen, and that by the - - the region, one region 
only, and 16 people got killed. He said every month 
this thing happening and -- and around the -- you 
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1 

know, different area of Los Angeles. It's only one 

2 

region, he was explaining to us, you know, to all 

3 

the people that are in the neighborhood, we went 

4 

over there to, you know -- you know, they put them 

5 

in (unintelligible comment), we went over there to 

6 

improve -- 

7 

Q. In your opinion, has any member of any 

8 

of those gangs been at your property? 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

10 

THE WITNESS: I don 1 1 know, I don 1 1 

11 

know. Because it's -- I don't — 

12 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

13 

speculation, vague and ambiguous. 

14 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: You can continue. 

16 

THE WITNESS: They come to my property. 

17 

I don't know -- I don't know anybody if this person 

18 

is a gang member or not, you know. 

19 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

20 

Q. Has anybody ever identified themselves 

21 

to you as a gang member? 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: Overbroad. 

23 

THE WITNESS: No. 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. Have you ever felt threatened at your 
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1 

property? 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: Obj ection. The question 

3 

is vague and ambiguous and overbroad. 1 

4 

THE WITNESS: Basically it's -- not 

5 

really threatened over there, no. Not really threat 

6 

that someone's really -- because people are coming 

7 

over, they're basically they -- they have -- they 

8 

come and buy things, go things, this and that. 

9 

Nobody hang out that might be problem, you know, to 

10 

be a problem like threaten me, you know. Nobody 

11 

tells me you can't do this, you know. 

12 

Q. Have you ever been scared to be at the 

13 

property? 

14 

A. No. 

15 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 

16 

is vague and ambiguous and overbroad. 

17 

THE WITNESS: No. 

18 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

19 

Q. Have you ever been worried about 

20 

confronting someone who was at your property for 

21 

longer than they should have been? 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

23 

question's vague, ambiguous and overbroad. 

24 

THE WITNESS: No. No. 

25 

Ill 
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1 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

2 

Q- Do you know if the previous owner ever 

3 

experienced gang-related violence at the property? 

4 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Vague and 

5 

ambiguous. 

6 

THE WITNESS: I don't know, because I 

7 

never -- I just pass by there when I purchase the 

8 

place. I pass by there, I said, you know, it for 

9 

sale, and they said no. That's all. Never knew 

10 

nothing about neighborhood, because I have patient 

11 

that areas that was coming from my office over 

12 

there. I said, "well, you know, looking for a place 

13 

to, you know, buy, you know, actually for my 

14 

clinic." 

15 

Q. So, have you never interacted with 

16 

somebody who you thought was a gang member at the 

17 

property? 

18 

A. No. I don't know who is a gang member, 

19 

who's not, you know. 

20 

Q. In your view, is it possible that people 

21 

you've act interacted with are members of a gang? 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

23 

speculation. 

24 

THE WITNESS: I -- 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: It's vague and ambiguous 
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and it's overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. I really don't know 
who is a gang member, who's not. You know, I just 
don' t know who' s a gang member. 

Maybe doesn't write down on the 
forehead, you know, I don't know it’s a gang member 
or not. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Have you ever had graffiti at your 
property? 

A. I -- I had graffiti behind, mostly 
behind. In the alley they do it, and the City comes 
in, wipe them up all over the whole alley sometimes, 
you know. Sometimes they come and -- and then come 
and paint it and they go another maybe six months 
again, someone come and do it and move. 

Q. Have you ever painted over graffiti? 

A. I used to paint it myself in back, send 
my -- you know, someone that painted. Then I find 
that 3-1-1 -- we call 3-1-1 and they come and point 
it, you know. 

And they're very good about it, because 
they do the whole entire -- all the housing in the 
-- behind, because nobody lives there in the alley, 
you know. Easy for them to just -- they don't know 
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if it's gang things they do or just doing things. 

Q. How many times have you or your wife 
called the police? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 
vague, ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: I really don't know how 
many time, but we call the police because we had -- 
we had people coming and -- not to my shopping 
center, but they coming by intersection, making a 
doughnut on the street, you know, making a doughnut. 
It's constantly every day and two, three times a day 
they used to do that. In -- on the street, not in 
my shopping center. 

Because my shopping center, if they 
would have do that, I would close one gate, they 
cannot get out. 

But the thing is they do it outside like 
this, you know, in the intersection, keep doing it, 
doing it. These guys, you know -- 

Q. So, approximately how many times do you 
think you or your wife have called the police? 

A. This time was this particular guy, they 
had a Mustang, black Mustang, and keep coming and 
doing this -- all the time. And pushing gas going 
like 35 miles in the street, they going -- everybody 
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1 

almost going like 70, you know -- 

2 

Q. But I'm asking how many times you think 

3 

you've called the police? 

4 

A. I don't remember what I -- 

5 

Q. Do you have an estimate? 

6 

MR. MARSHALL: Let him finish his 

7 

answer, please. 

8 

No. I mean -- 

9 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: -- I asked him to let you 

11 

finish your answer. 

12 

THE WITNESS: Sure. I -- maybe for 

13 

those reasons I may call maybe 20 times maybe, I 

14 

don't know. 

15 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

16 

Q. You said maybe 20 times? 

17 

A. Maybe. Because that guy is -- finally 

18 

the police got him and put him in jail. He not in 

19 

there, finally he disappear and never see him. 

20 

Q. Have you ever called the police for any 

21 

reason other than guy doing doughnuts in the 

22 

intersection? 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 

24 

vague and ambiguous. 

25 

THE WITNESS: For my -- when they did 
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1 

the restaurant and -- I don't remember. I may have 

2 

called, but I don't remember. 

3 

And another guy came in one time that 

4 

this case is started, all of a sudden someone came 

5 

by my door, open the door and start bad-mouthing us. 

6 

And I have a patient sitting down there. 

7 

That was the thing that start from there 

8 

the -- I'm sure that someone sent him over to -- you 

9 

know, and says -- all of a sudden open the door and 

10 

he start screaming, saying things like in broken 

11 

English from Cuba, was from Cuba, and he said --he 

12 

says I don't know -- (unintelligible comment.) 

13 

THE REPORTER: I didn't understand. 

14 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. I said the thing 

15 

that started this matter start is -- it's just like 

16 

in a -- like a couple weeks before that one guy came 

17 

in, it seemed like there is -- something was -- I 

18 

never -- I mean I've seen that guy is coming, going 

19 

to shop -- to the store, he start buying and going. 

20 

But he just came out of the store and start -- out 

21 

of the blue and started speaking Cuban, Spanish, 

22 

da-da-da-da-da. 

23 

And then for no reason he close the 

24 

door --my wife says "out, out," and he close the 

25 

door and he left. And he threaten us he's going to 
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1 

call the police. 

2 

I said really, this is crazy. And I -- 

3 

then I heard from 99 Cents what happened. He says 

4 

he was going a single line --no. He said somebody 

5 

was a single line. He wants to cut the -- the line, 

6 

pay his purchase and he got mad, you know. 

7 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

8 

Q. And so did you call the police? 

9 

A. I don't know. My wife might call the 

10 

police maybe. 

11 

Q. So other than that time in the 

12 

restaurant and the 20 times or so for the doughnuts 

13 

have you ever called the police for criminal 

14 

activity -- 

15 

A. No, no, I don't -- I don't think, no. 

16 

Q. Have you ever been physically harmed at 

17 

the property? 

18 

A. Yeah, I did. Hie day -- the day that 

19 

I -- 

20 

MR. MARSHALL: There’s no question. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Okay. Yes. 

22 

BY MR, BIERMAN: 

23 

Q. How many times? 

24 

A. Two times. 

25 

Q. Did you call the police both times? 
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A. Yes, I did. 

Q. And when were those times? 

A. It was -- once was like in -- almost 
four, five years ago, I don't remember. Yeah. I 
was cleaning out the -- 

MR. MARSHALL: When were those times? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Yeah. That time. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Can you tell me what happened? 

A. I was just by the gate, and -- with the 
garbage cans, clean them the things and they were -- 
you know, and then all of a sudden someone was 
coming in the street, they coming inside, boom 
(indicating). All of a sudden I was cleaning, hit 
me from back. It was one time like that. 

And then another time is it was -- I 
don't know. It was three or four weeks ago, five 
weeks ago, something like that. And then he just 
came into -- all of a sudden as the customers came 
in, and he said "oh, you do prosthetic?" 

I said "Yes." 

And he said "My family need a leg 
prosthesis." 

And he just pick up the business card, I 
never seen the -- these people all my life. And he 
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says actually show me the -- 

Can I explain what happened? You want 
me to explain what happened? 

Q- Well, if -- if it's okay, I'd like to 
first talk about the incident that happened four or 
five years ago. 

A. Right. Now -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Wait, wait, wait, wait. 
That's not a question. He's just lecturing you and 
arguing. 

THE WITNESS: Right yeah. 

MR. MARSHALL: He 1 s asking your 
permission, I think, when he says "if it's okay." 

So -- so only answer 

THE WITNESS: Sure. Go ahead. 

MR. MARSHALL: He's just venting because 
you're not answering questions. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So the incident four or five years ago, 
can you explain in more detail what happened? 

MR. MARSHALL: I'll object to the form 
of the question. 

THE WITNESS: They hit me from 
MR. MARSHALL: You have to wait. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, sure, 
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1 

MR. MARSHALL: I object to the form of 

2 

the question. It's vague and ambiguous. 

3 

If you can -- if you can answer that 

4 

particular question -- 

5 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

6 

MR. MARSHALL: -- you may. 

7 

THE WITNESS: Right. I was just 

8 

cleaning up the -- by my gate over there in the 

9 

shopping center, and someone just walk in the 

10 

street. He came in, all of a sudden I think 

11 

maybe -- I don't know --he hit me from back, boom, 

12 

and then they run away. 

13 

And I -- I call the police and the 

14 

police came over four hours after and the guys was 

15 

gone already. 

16 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

17 

Q. So, was there more than one person? 

18 

A. Well, what -- they say this guy's the 

19 

one jump on me, but they were together with someone 

20 

else. 

21 

Q. How many people were there? 

22 

A. I don't know. Maybe three people 

23 

together were walking, yeah. 

24 

Q. And did you file a police report? 

25 

A. Yeah, yeah, I did. Yeah. 
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1 

Q. Do you have any idea who the people 

2 

were? 

3 

A. No. 

4 

Q. Had you ever seen them before? 

5 

A. No. 

6 

Q. Did you exchange any words before they 

7 

hit you? 

8 

A. No. Nothing for no reason. 

9 

Q. You have no idea why they did it? 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Asked and 

11 

answered. 

12 

THE WITNESS: I don't have no idea why 

13 

they did it. All I remember is the guy was very 

14 

tall and young, and just he was very strong and just 

15 

hit me. Just -- I didn't see how they looked like 

16 

the other two, you know, but I kind of 

17 

(indicating) -- by the time I'm -- and they're gone. 

18 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

19 

Q. So at that time were you in fear? 

20 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The 

21 

question's vague and ambiguous and overbroad. 

22 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Of course I afraid. 

23 

People coming from back -- your back, you know, I 

24 

don 1 t know they want to rob you or do that. It's 

25 

crazy, you know. 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. So, other than that time have you ever 
been in fear at the property? 

A. I really don't fear in the property -- 
my property --my property, I don't fear. But the 
things that happen like this that people from 
nowhere is coming and doing this stuff, it's just 
like -- basically the neighborhood is -- we know all 
the customers come in, we know them. We see them. 

We see them every day, they come in buy and go. 

But the person that you don't see them, 
that's the one, they from other neighborhood, they 
come in, they want to -- they don't know I'm owner 
over there, they just -- people are crazy sometimes. 

You don't know -- one of my patient was 
coming from the -- Crenshaw -- I'm sorry --La Brea, 
he was coming from La Brea sitting at the bus stop, 
an old man, they beat him up, took his wallet, you 
know. 

Q. Yep. 

A. The people -- and he came over say they 
beat me up by Inglewood. So it's like, you know, 
thing happen. You can't -- 

Q. But I want to talk about a couple weeks 

ago. 
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You said somebody had come in the shop? 


A. Right. 

Q. And what happened? 

A. He just came in and he said "my family 
need a leg prosthesis." He was very inform about 
that, you know. 

And I bought it, and I thought that, 
okay, family says okay. My wife asks me, says "is 
he in a car? You want to get him?" 

He said "No. He's at home. But I want 
to see the leg, how you guys make it." 

Well, I took him to the patient room, 
it's a room like -- this is where we make it, this 
is -- that's how they come, you know. 

And I told him -- explain to him, you 
know, depends how much she weighs. He said, "oh 
it's smaller than this one." 

I said -- and he said "do you mind to 
take me to the lab and show me more leg?" 

I said "No, I cannot take you to the 
lab, you know, to show you more leg." 

And he said to me very polite, he said 
"Do you mind me to use the bathroom?" 

I said "Sure, go ahead." 

And when he was use the bathroom I was 
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1 

just standing over there, waiting for him coming out 

2 

and down and we can talk. 

3 

All of a sudden I -- when he came from 

4 

bathroom I see his hand is behind his back over 

5 

there. And I said "Have a seat sir." 

6 

He said "Oh, no, sir, you have seat 

7 

first. You go first, you know." 

8 

Okay. I went for it. As soon as I go a 

9 

couple of steps he had things in -- what, a knuckle 

10 

and brass in hand. He hit me from back right there. 

11 

and I went down. And he start beating me up. 

12 

Oh, my God. And I didn't hear he say 

13 

nothing and left. 

14 

Q. Had you ever seen him before? 

15 

A. Never whole my life. 

16 

Q. Did you call the police? 

17 

A. Yeah, yeah, I called the police. The 

18 

police came in a couple hours after, you know. 

19 

Yeah. 

20 

Q. Did you make a police report? 

21 

A. Yeah, yeah, I did, yeah. 

22 

Q. And what did this person look like? 

23 

A. He was about maybe almost -- almost -- 

24 

almost six feet tall, but he was very built, you 

25 

know, like he was young about maybe -- I don't know, 
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1 

age-wise over -- maybe 25, 24, 26. Yeah. 

2 

Q. And did your surveillance cameras 

3 

capture the incident? 

4 

A. Actually right now I'm getting that -- 

5 

I'm trying to dig it out. I'm going to get it out. 

6 

I' m getting it out. I took it out of the device 

7 

right now the whole memory, then I cannot -- don't 

8 

get it right, you know. 

9 

Q. Have you provided the footage to the 

10 

police? 

11 

A. Actually that time I told the police to 

12 

come and look at it. 

13 

And then the investigator also he came. 

14 

I'm telling him let's go look at it. None of them 

15 

wants to look at it. 

16 

Q. Do you remember any of the names? 

17 

A. Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

18 

MR. MARSHALL: Object -- objection. 

19 

Vague and ambiguous and overbroad. 

20 

I don't know what you mean by the names. 

21 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

22 

Q. Do you remember any of the names of the 

23 

police officers or investigators that responded to 

24 

your property after that incident? 

25 

A. Name? I have the police reports. 
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1 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you remember any of 

2 

the names? 

3 

THE WITNESS: Not really, no. But the 

4 

investigators -- 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Do you remember any of 

6 

the names? 

7 

THE WITNESS: No. 

8 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. 

9 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

10 

Q. And you offered to show the footage and 

11 

they declined? 

12 

A. They don't -- first of all, for those 

13 

two they took me to hospital, and then those two 

14 

came to the hospital. And then after hospital they 

15 

supposed to come back to look at the video. They 

16 

never showed up. 

17 

And then investigator after a week -- 

18 

after a week or something, like ten days, he came 

19 

over and I keep telling him let's go look at the 

20 

tape and stuff, he just walked out, look at things 

21 

and said --he don't even talk and he left. 

22 

I mean like -- and I went to the police 

23 

station and I told them look, that's what happened. 

24 

He said "You better get -- go on his --on the desk 

25 

and he said you better go talk to his supervisor, 
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the investigator's supervisor, get his attention, 
they can, you know, follow up." 

And I said you know what --at that time 
it was 5 o'clock almost and they're supposed to, you 
know, go back and talk to him right now. 

Q. So other than -- were you fearful that 

day? 

A. Oh, yeah. Very much that time. I 
will -- from now on I just like we see patient with 
appointment, you know. 

But prior to that one somebody called, 
they said, you know, like I wanted to come for 
evaluation for patient. You know what I'm saying? 
For a prosthesis. 

I thought, okay, that's the one patient 
supposed to come in. 

Then I find out -- I mean hospitals, the 
patient came over there by my door, called me and I 
says "Where are you?" 

My wife says "I r m sorry. We cant see 
you. Come another day." 

So I thought in my mind the patient -- 
basically this come from that patient and I was 
very -- 

Q. So, other than those two incidents, have 
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1 

you ever been fearful at the property ever? 

2 

A. No. These two was the one -- you know, 

3 

that was my situation. 

4 

Q. So you've never been fearful other than 

5 

those two incidences? 

6 

A. No, no, no. 

7 

Q. And are there any incidents of violence 

8 

that you haven't yet mentioned i this deposition 

9 

that have occurred at the property that you've 

10 

witnessed? 

11 

A. No. These -- these two, that's the only 

12 

one that happened to me. And then whatever I told 

13 

you -- because I'm telling you everything, whatever 

14 

happened over there. 

15 

Q. Have you -- 

16 

A. You know everything, you know. 

17 

Q. Have you witnessed any other acts of 

18 

violence either to you or anyone else at the 

19 

property? 

20 

A. No. Not -- 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 

22 

vague and ambiguous. 

23 

THE WITNESS: No. This is -- that all 

24 

I -- what I told you, I want you to know everything 

25 

because I know -- 
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1 

MR. MARSHALL: You 1 ve - - you' ve 

2 

answered. 

3 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, sure. 

4 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

5 

Q. Have you ever seen anybody at the 

6 

property with a gun other than the -- the one 

7 

gentlemen that we've already discussed? 1 

8 

A. No. 

9 

Q. Have you ever seen anyone at the 

10 

property with any -- 

11 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, other than police 

12 

officers, right? 

13 

THE WITNESS: Other than police 

14 

officers, of course, yeah. 

15 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

16 

Q. Have you seen anyone with any other 

17 

weapon at the property? 

18 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 

19 

speculation. 

20 

THE WITNESS: No. 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Vague and ambiguous. 

22 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

23 

Q. Have you ever seen more than seven 

24 

people gathered at a time at the property who -- who 

25 

were neither coming nor going from the property but 
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hanging out, as we were talking about earlier? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 
vague and ambiguous. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: As I said, as far as the 
student, they come in about 10, 15 students, you 
know. And I'm -- we don 1 t have -- not right now 
even the two people -- one -- one person cannot stay 
over there. Even one person they cannot stay there. 
I don 1 1 let nobody stay over there. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. But you've never seen somebody stay in 
the parking lot either before or after purchase for 
more than four minutes? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. 

Argumentative, vague and overbroad. 

THE WITNESS: No. Not -- if someone sit 
on -- I see something very -- look like they're on 
the phone, I said -- I tell them, you know, and they 
usually don't resist. They leave very politely. I 
don't have no problem with that. 

But when we had a taco place over there, 
people will stay for the taco, a lot of people will 
stay for the tacos. People in line over there, you 
know. 
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1 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

2 

Q. Did you ever hear of anyone getting 

3 

robbed at the taco shop? 

4 

A. Oh, no. No. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad. 

6 

THE WITNESS: To my knowledge I heard of 

7 

nobody getting robbed. 

8 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

9 

Q. Do you know if the taco shop ever got 

10 

burglarized -- 

11 

A. The time they stole -- 

12 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad. 

13 

THE WITNESS: The time they stole my 

14 

stuff I think he said they stole his stuff, too, 

15 

because he had some, you know, grill and stuff over 

16 

there. 

17 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

18 

Q. Just so I get the timing right -- 

19 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. He had some 

20 

-- something -- stuff over there. 

21 

THE WITNESS: Not in the restaurant. 

22 

THE REPORTER: No. Just the word I 

23 

didn't understand. 

24 

MR. BIERMAN: I think it was grill. 

25 

THE WITNESS: The grill, he report it to 
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1 

the police. Grill that same time they came for -- 

2 

MR. MARSHALL: "Grill" is the word you 

3 

were using? 

4 

MR. BIERMAN: Yes. 

5 

THE WITNESS: You know 

6 

MR. MARSHALL: Is "grill" the word you 

7 

used? Grill, g-r-i-1-1? 

8 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

9 

MR. MARSHALL: Just the reporter wanted 

10 

to know that word. She doesn't want more 

11 

information. 

12 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

13 

MR. MARSHALL: She doesn't want you to 

14 

answer her question other than that word. 

15 

THE WITNESS: We had a shade over 

16 

there -- 

17 

MR. MARSHALL: No, no, no. Moe, she -- 

18 

you don't have to keep explaining to her. She 

19 

wanted one word. 

20 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Now it's - - now it' s 

22 

Adam's turn to ask a question. 

23 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Same time they 

24 

stole -- 

25 

MR. MARSHALL: No. No. 
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1 BY MR. BIERMAN: 

2 Q. I want to get -- 

3 (Unintelligible simultaneous 

4 colloquy.) 


5 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

6 

Q- 1 want to get clear on the time of these 

7 

two incidents or the same incidents. 

8 

When did you lease to the taco truck? 

9 

A. Oh, the lease the taco truck, just right 

10 

now they're gone, I don't know, six months, but 

11 

prior to that one maybe another year and a half. 

12 

Something like that. I don't exactly remember. 

13 

Q. So you're saying maybe it was two years 

14 

ago that you leased to the taco truck? 

15 

A. Well, more two years -- 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: I'll object. It 

17 

misstates the -- 

18 

THE WITNESS: -- two years and a half, 

19 

something. I'm not sure exactly. 

20 

MR. MARSHALL: Just you -- you need 

21 

to -- if someone else is talking -- 

22 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: If I'm talking, you need 

24 

to stop. 

25 

THE WITNESS: Right. 
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MR. MARSHALL: You need to give me a 

chance -- 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: And you need to let me 
finish, you need to let Adam finish, you need to let 
me finish. You need to just wait until it's your 
turn. 

■And if I -- if you start talking and I 
have an objection, you need to stop then. 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

MR. MARSHALL: Could you please -- could 
you please read -- are you with -- 

No. I think we got --we were getting 
an answer. So could you please read back the 
question so I can -- 

MR. BIERMAN: Excuse me. For the 
record, defendant's counsel shushed the deponent 
when he was trying to answer a question. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, for the record, I 
believe that it's all being videotaped and it is on 
the record. 

I don't really understand what you're 

doing. 


Yes, I asked the witness to stop 
repeatedly because I've been trying to make my 
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objections to your totally improper question. 

And now I asked the reporter to read it 
back because I don 1 1 even remember what your 
improper question was, but I'd like to hear it again 
so that I can make my objections. 

(Whereupon the question was read 
as follows: 

"Question: So you're saying maybe 
it was two years ago that you 
leased to the taco truck? 

"Answer: Well, more two years" — 

THE WITNESS : Approximately. 

MR. MARSHALL: No. Moe, Moe, Moe, stop. 
Moe, do you -- do you understand -- 

THE REPORTER: Do you want me to read or 
do you want me to report? 

THE WITNESS: I just want to say 
approximately. 

THE REPORTER: I can't read and write at 
the same time. Okay? 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. Go ahead. 
(Off-the-record discussion.) 

MR. MARSHALL: I'm going to speak to the 
witness for a minute. You can report or not report, 
Mr. Harati -- 
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THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. BIERMAN: Can we go off the record? 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 
approximately 4:14 P.M. 

We are off the record. 

(Brief recess.) 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Here begins media 
number four in the videotaped deposition of Mahmood 
Harati. 

The time is now approximately 4:25 P.M. 

We're back on the record. 

MR. BIERMAN: So we were discussing in 
light of the fact that the court reporter cannot 
stay for the remaining time that I have to depose 
the deponent, that we pick up another day on a day 
that works for both of us for whatever time that we 
have left over after we finish today when the court 
reporter needs to leave. 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. You had asked me 
about that. And I said let 1 s go on the record if 
you want a discussion about timing. 

You know, again, my position is you're 
taking a deposition. If you want seven hours of 
deposition time, you take seven hours of deposition 
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time. 

But I'm not inclined to do it piecemeal 
and, you know, stop and start and -- you know, stop 
and start. 

MR. BIERMAN: Is it -- 

MR. MARSHALL: The reporter has said 
that if there's an issue, if you want to continue 
after the time that the reporter that you've hired 
can't be here, then she would speak with her agency 
and arrange for someone else to come and continue 
the reporting. 

My suggestion -- this is when we were 
off the record, my suggestion was, you know, you ask 
questions until you either, you know, think you're 
done or run out of time or the reporter's out of 
time, and then we figure out what you want to do. 

MR. BIERMAN: Is it your position that 
I'm not entitled to take the deposition on two 
different days? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, yeah. I mean we -- 
you know, you noticed it for today. Well, you 
noticed it for, you know, some time ago, and based 
on -- you know, you noticed it without clearing any 
days with me. And then we -- 

MR. BIERMAN: And then we had agreed 
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to several days and rescheduled because of your 
guys 1 schedule. 

MR. MARSHALL: Right. Don't interrupt. 

And so -- so, you know, we did agree on 
today for it to go forward. We didn't agree that it 
would be multiple days. 

MR. BIERMAN: Can we agree to it to be 
multiple days? 

MR. MARSHALL: Let me just -- I mean 
if __ if you had wanted seven hours of deposition 
time, then, you know, I had suggested we start 
earlier than 10:00 A.M., you know, one of the times 
we spoke, and you said no, 1000 A.M. 

But it's a little unreasonable to say 
you want seven hours of deposition time but, you 
know, only allocate between 10:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 
for the deposition and want to -- you know, I said 
we -- not to take a lunch. You wanted -- and the 
reporter wanted a lunch, and we took a lunch. 

MR. BIERMAN: So, to be clear, is it 
your position that I'm not entitled to finish the 
deposition on another day? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, I don't know. I 
haven't ever looked at the --at the issue as to 
whether you know, if -- if you've got more 
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questioning and there's a reason you got more 
questioning and haven't completed it -- 

MR. BIERMAN: I think -- 

MR. MARSHALL: -- in a -- in a day or 

haven't, you know, used your seven hours within a 
day, I don't know. I haven't looked at the issue. 

I guess -- so I guess I can't tell you 
I guess I got to take a look at the issue. It 
should be pretty easy. 

MR. BIERMAN: Well, I would propose that 
in light of the hardship of the court reporter and 
videographer who have to commute home and finding a 
new one, I'd ask, you know, as a courtesy that we 
can continue the deposition on a date that works for 
Mr. Harati, yourself and myself to finish the amount 
of time that we have. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, here's the -- 
here's the -- the best solution, I think, or here's 
what would help me. 

MR. BIERMAN: I just want to know, are 
you saying I cannot have that courtesy? 

MR. MARSHALL: My -- no, no. You had 
asked me a question, and I told you I don't know. 

My question is, is it your position -- 
because I just don't know. Is it your position that 
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the seven hours can be over a course of two days? 

(Whereupon someone entered the 
deposition proceedings at this 
time and then left.) 

MR. BIERMAN: Well, let's take a look. 
Thanks, Mike. 

Yeah, it would be my position. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Then -- then 
that's fine. 

Then we can conclude for now. We'll 
reconvene at another date and time. 

But if, you know, when I take a look at 
the issue -- I'll decide, you know, when I'm back at 
W office. If I don't think that your position is 
well-founded. I'll tell you and then, you know, 
either we'll agree to go ahead anyway or one of -- 
you know, or I'll move for a protective order or 
you'll move to compel, whichever -- 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. That sounds good. 

So I mean I'd like to go for maybe another 20 
minutes and then break and find another time to -- 
to finish. 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Mr. Harati, does anyone ever sit in 
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their car for more than three or four minutes 
without operating it at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Overbroad, 
vague, ambiguous. 

THE WITNESS: More than three -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Calls for speculation. 

Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. They -- they do 
sometimes, but not -- I just noticed another day 
yesterday someone who was dressed up very -- like an 
office worker, sit down over there. 

And I went -- approach him, I told the 
security guard go to see why he sitting too long. 

And he said that he was calling his girlfriend. 

And things happen. I cannot really bug 
people, tell them, you know -- and I embarrass 
myself when I send a guy over there to not to sit in 
your car and talk to your girlfriend and was very, 
you know -- and then he came out and he says he 1 s 
getting something from 99 Cents and he was on the 
phone with his girlfriend. 

And we just notify him --my security 
guard says he was on the phone with his girlfriend 
and he was talking and then -- and he was very 
polite, and after this he left. 
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But basically it's like -- it's just -- 
I can't really case people sometimes when they just 
come in. It's like -- like you come over there, if 
you're sitting in a car and you're talking like ten 
minutes in your car, I can't really come, you know, 
and tell you no, unless I know it's someone that is 
really -- it's some -- like he's young and sitting, 
when it doesn't look good, of course I'll go down 
there, no more than two minutes, three minutes, you 
notice the young people come. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Have you seen people that don't, as you 
said, look good at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 
witness's testimony and is argumentative. 

You can answer if you're able to. 

THE WITNESS: I mean they look good. I 
mean not look professional to me, not look good, I 
correct myself. If they're like a businessman, you 
know, I can't just tell him "Sir, you cannot sit out 
here," you know. 

But there nobody sitting out there. 

Every once in a while -- I just saw yesterday 
somebody sitting out there. I thought if he came 
from some agencies, you know, they come over there. 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




240 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


very respectful person. 

But what you're saying -- then I'm 
answering your question -- if anybody was there more 
than three, four minutes, you know, that kind of 
person, they don't -- if someone come, I cannot go 
bug him, "sir," and say "you cannot talk to your 
girlfriend in your car," and you -- then the car's 
out there sitting, talking, all these people are 
taking a break and go down the street and pull over, 
I really cannot really -- it's too much too. 

But if it's anybody that I see that's 
young, they're coming from school, they just got 
driver's license, sitting over there, nobody can 
stay over there that don't have business. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. I'd like to 
introduce an exhibit. I guess this would be 
Exhibit 1. This is a copy for you. 

This was in the documents you guys 
provided today. This is a - appears to be a 
Complaint, a Small Claims Court Complaint. 

Can we mark this as Exhibit 1? Or did 
you already mark that one -- 

THE REPORTER: You can do whatever you 

want. 


MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 
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THE REPORTER: So we'll scratch this 


one. 


MR. BIERMAN: Okay. 

THE REPORTER: I mean we will pretend 
that didn't happen at all. 

MR. BIERMAN: Sounds good. 

(Whereupon the document referred 
to was marked Plaintiff's 
Exhibit 1 by the Certified 
Shorthand Reporter and is attached 
hereto.) 

MR. MARSHALL: And you'd like the 
witness to -- 

THE REPORTER: Wait a minute. Just one 

second. 


MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

THE REPORTER: Okay. Here's Exhibit 1. 
Here you go. You can look at this one. 

THE WITNESS: Thanks. 

THE REPORTER: Do not take it with you. 
It stays with me at the end of the depo. Thanks. 
THE WITNESS: Sure. Sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, you can -- we'll 
just leave it with the reporter and look at this 
one. Safer. 
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1 

You're going to examine the witness on 

2 

this document? 

3 

MR. BIERMAN: Yes. 

4 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. So -- 

5 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

6 

Q. Mr. Harati -- 

7 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, what -- I -- I'd 

8 

request that you give him chance to -- to review 

9 

the whole document if you're going to examine him on 

10 

it. 

11 

THE WITNESS: What is this exactly? 

12 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, no, no. This isn't 

13 

your chance to ask questions. This is -- but you do 

14 

have an opportunity to -- to look and see what 

15 

this -- this document is that Mr. Bierman has 

16 

produced and is -- 

17 

THE WITNESS: Oh. 

18 

MR. MARSHALL: -- is going to examine 

19 

you on. He said that this came from documents that 

20 

we've given to -- to him. 

21 

MR. BIERMAN: I said that? 

22 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. You said this came 

23 

in the -- this was a document produced by me today, 

24 

didn't you? 

25 

Well, let me -- 
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MR. BIERMAN: I don't recall. 

MR. MARSHALL: Let me -- let me clarify 

then. 

Where did this document come from? 

MR. BIERMAN: Are you asking me? 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. 

MR. BIERMAN: This -- you brought this 
document in today. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. So -- so, this is 
a document that we produced to Mr. Bierman today. 
And this came from us to him. 

So, this is your opportunity to see what 
it is and read it. And then he's going to ask you 
questions about it. 

And it may --it may -- 

THE WITNESS: This is a little bit 
Spanish, you know. 

MR. MARSHALL: Yeah. It maybe helpful 
-- you don't --it may be helpful if you look at -- 

THE WITNESS: This is Spanish -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Right. 

MR. BIERMAN: I think it's in English 
and Spanish. 

MR. MARSHALL: It may be help --it may 
be helpful if you listen to me for a minute. 
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1 

If you -- if you read the typewritten 

2 

parts first and then if you don't understand what it 

3 

is, you can go back and look at the other. 

4 

But you've got a trial date here, you've 

5 

got a plaintiff, you know, typed in, you ve got a 

6 

defendant's name typed in, that's Global 

7 

Prosthetics. Plaintiff claims defendant owes 

8 

$10,000. When did this happen? February of last 

9 

year, you see. 

10 

THE WITNESS: This is from -- 

11 

MR. MARSHALL: This is just a claim. 

12 

this is just a lawsuit someone filed, I -- I 

13 

presume. Okay? 

14 

So let -- and then -- and then it's 

15 

signed here at the bottom by the plaintiff. And 

16 

then it looks like a -- a bunch of court information 

17 

and mostly in Spanish and then a court order and 

18 

then in different languages. 

19 

THE WITNESS: Oh. So this is what 

20 

you -- 

21 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, now he's going to 

22 

ask you questions about -- about this document. And 

23 

so now you've had a chance to see what it is and 

24 

if -- 

25 

THE WITNESS: This is what you guys 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 





suing me for or something like that? That's what it 
was? This $10,000 -- 

MR. MARSHALL: This is his chance to ask 
you questions. 

THE WITNESS: That 1 s what it is. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you recognize this document from 
before today? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever seen this document before 

today? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. Where did you find this document in 
order to bring it in today? 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, objection. It 
assumes facts not in evidence, lacks foundation. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Mr. Harati -- 
A. Right, yeah. 

Q. -- where -- where did this document come 

from? 

A. Come from me, right? Is that what you 

said? 

Q. As I said, this was one of the documents 
that you brought in today. 
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A. Oh. 

MR. MARSHALL: That's not at all what 
anyone said. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Mr. Harati, have you ever seen this 
document before today? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Asked and 

answered. 

He said he didn't know. 

THE WITNESS: I -- no. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Do you recall being served with this 
document? 

A. Yeah. Maybe you guys served me. but I 
didn't notice the details, you know. I see that -- 
I know that you guys served but I didn't see the 
$10,000 here or something like that, you know. 

Q. Has anyone ever complained to you about 
being robbed at the property? 

A. No. Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, 
yeah. One person said he was robbed. 

But he never showed up. He never showed 
up to explain what's going on. He said -- and then 
when --he went to the -- get a small claim and 
then -- court and then he never showed up. 
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Q. Wait. Somebody complained to you that 
they were robbed at the property? 

A. They said they were robbed. But there 
were no evidence. And then they --he just tried to 
make some money. 

And then I went to court and -- I 
believe I went to court -- I don't know. I went to 
court and he never showed up. He did some -- 
something was like a accusation or something like 
that. 

Q. Do you remember when he told you -- 

A. I don't know. 

Q. -- that he was robbed at the property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates the 
witness's testimony. 

You can answer. 

THE WITNESS: I don't remember whether 
it was like in -- maybe five, six, seven months ago, 
something like that. I don't remember exactly. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. And who was the person -- 

A. I never seen. 

Q. -- made this claim? 

A. I never heard him, never -- over the 

phone he said "you better give me some money or -- 
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somebody stole my chain." 

I said that "I don 1 1 have no idea what 
you're talking about." 

He said, "Well if you don't a pay me the 
money, I will take you to court." 

I said "What happened?" 

He said -- oh, and then they were 
accusing me -- the guy person put the lawsuit to -- 
that it happened, it was --it was something 
sbout -- my wife told me, he said -- he said he 
suing the -- suing my Global Prosthetic, my company, 
he lost a chain in the shopping center somewhere, 
conflict with someone. I don't know what was 
happened. 

Q. Did he say what happened to the chain? 

A. He said "somebody stole my chain," 

right. 

Q. At the property? 

A. At the property, yeah. But they suing 

me. 

And then I went to the Court, and he 
never showed up. I remember -- 

Q. So he called you to let you know that 
somebody had stolen his chain -- 

A. He called me -- 
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Q. --at the property? 

A. No. He called me after three months, 
three, four months, he said, "Sir, you got to pay 
me, buy me a chain or" -- I have still his 
recording. He said, "You have to pay me, because 
someone took my chain out of my neck, and I need the 
-- you buy me another one or you pay me." 

I said, "I need to talk to you. Can you 
come to my office?" 

And he -- he said, "Well, if you don't 
want to pay me" -- 

I said "I'm not going to pay you. I 
want to talk to you, see what's happened, really see 
this thing happened." 

And he said, "Well, if you don't pay me 
I'm going to sue you." 

And he sue me and he never showed up in 

the court. 

Q. So he sued you? 

A. I think he sued me, sue me, yeah. 

Q. I thought you say you had never been 
sued -- 

A. I don't remember -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Wait, wait 

THE WITNESS: No, no. 
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1 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop, stop, stop. Please 

2 

pause. 

3 

MR. BIERMAN: I didn't get to finish my 

4 

question. 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: No. And -- and I object 

6 

to -- 

7 

MR. BIERMAN: I haven't asked a 

8 

question It was cut off. 

9 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, what -- okay. Then 

11 

if -- 

12 

MR. BIERMAN: I haven't asked my 

13 

question. 

14 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop. Please, 

15 

Mr. Harati. Please, don't talk when anyone else is. 

16 

So, do we agree that -- can we strike 

17 

the response or do I need to make objections because 

18 

it wasn't a -- if he didn't answer a question -- if 

19 

you didn't ask a question and he responded anyway. 

20 

I'd like that stricken. 

21 

Do you agree? 

22 

MR. BIERMAN: Sure. 

23 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Then - - then -- 

24 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

25 

Q. Mr. Harati, earlier when we were talking 
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I had asked for every time that you had been sued. 
And I don't remember you mentioning this incident. 

Did you forget that you had been sued -- 
A. That's -- 

MR. MARSHALL: Stop. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. MARSHALL: No. Let him finish, and 
then give me a chance. 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. The question 
is argumentative. And I belatedly object. 

And now you wait and he'll ask another 

question. 

MR. BIERMAN: Well, I don't know that he 
was finished answering because you kind of cut him 
off so that you could make your objection. 

MR. MARSHALL: I thought he said yes, he 
had forgotten. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. I forgot. The 
reason was it never went to forward. It's the 
same as other incident I told you. One person they 
said "I pick up the microwave over there," never 
showed up. So dismiss this, too. 

Well, as a business person everybody 
wants to, you know, make some money off you. I 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



never seen this guy. And other guy he just -- those 
ladies came in and wants to pick up this thing. 

I said "Don't touch it. I take it 

inside." 

And he said "Oh, no, no. Let me pick it 
up for you." 

And then he didn't say nothing. And 
after -- that come after a year, that one's after a 
year, and I find out he had a case and then -- and 
that he had a case and suing some other people, that 
guy. 

Q. So -- 

A. This one -- this one, I never seen this 
guy, never seen -- even going to court he never 
showed up. 

Q. Seeing this document -- 

A. I think we went to the Court. I'm not 
remember -- 

Q. Seeing this document -- 

MR. MARSHALL: I don't think the witness 

was done. 

MR. BIERMAN: Well, actually he was done 
and then I started and then he started. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, do you have more to 

add? 
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THE WITNESS: I remember -- I remember 
the $10,000. That's all. I don't remember anything 
else about it, be honest with you. 

Because my wife usually take care of 
this and say "Oh, the guy didn't show up, they 
dismiss it." 

And this thing happen. Both case they 
tried to sue me, they never showed up. And I never 
knew this guy. I never seen this guy, never seen 
him. 

People go out of blue after things, say, 
oh like -- this guy said like three, four months 
after he said "Oh, they took my chain," you know, 
call me up and make a lawsuit and they never showed 
up. 

Other one the same thing, after a year, 
year and a half, call me and say, "Oh, I pick up the 
microwave from you. My hand hurts." 

Q. Mr. Harati, now -- 

A. My arm. 

Q. -- seeing this document today -- 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. -- does it refresh your memory for any 
other lawsuits other than those that you've 
mentioned here today? 
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A. 


No. This not 


I don 1 1 remember 


anything else right now. But this one, the reason 
these two -- I didn't remember because it did not ' 
^ farther. It just there was a false accusation 
and it didn't go nowhere. 


Q. Are there any other lawsuits that you 
can remember being a part of -- 
A. No. 


Q. -- that you haven't mentioned today? 

A. No. No. No. 

MR. MARSHALL: Ob- -- 
THE WITNESS: No. No. If this 
happened, something -- if it's something -- 
MR. MARSHALL: Just hang on for a 
moment, please. 

Objection. Argumentative, misstates his 
testimony, also calls for information not relevant 


nor reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery 
of admissible evidence. 

I'm sorry to interrupt, but I -- 
THE WITNESS: Sure, sure. 

MR. MARSHALL: -- but I do need an 
opportunity to make objections. 


THE WITNESS: Sure. 


/// 
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BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. Mr. Harati, has anyone else complained 
to you about being a victim of crime at the 
property? 

MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Misstates his 
testimony, assumes facts not in evidence and calls 
for speculation. 

THE WITNESS: I know except the Cuban 
guys when I take -- came over there other day, like 
I told you like a couple weeks after this whole 
thing happened, he went and he wants to pass the 

Another guy say "Hey, get out." And he got 
mad at 99 Cents, and Cuban came and said "Hey, 
you're the owner and this guy" -- you know, 
something about something, "you got to fix this 
problem." 

I said "What's the problem?" 

And I came over there, he said 99 Cents, 
he said, "Well, he wants to go out of the line" -- 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. He said nine 

MR. MARSHALL: 99 Cents -- 

THE WITNESS: 99 Cents Store. 

MR. MARSHALL: It was -- 99 Cents was 
the testimony. 



Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




256 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


THE REPORTER: Okay. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. He said 99 -- 
he just screaming and scrambling like this. 

And I went to 99 Cents Store after he 
left, I said "What was that?" 

He said "This guy, Cuban guy, he don't 
speak English and if I -- he wants to get these 
things faster than other guy. Other guy is standing 
in line. They got in conflict." 

And then he telling me, you know, "Get 
my money first." 

And the guy said, "No, no. I was in 
ahead of you. I just had little things." 

And that what happened, you know 
Nothing -- nothing any farther. 

And he came and say "Oh, I'm going to 
call this and do this, do this, do that" in Spanish, 
you know, over there. And I -- I don't speak 
Spanish but my wife don't understand, you know. 

And I said "Is this guy is crazy? I 
don't know what happened. What's wrong with him?" 

And very bad, and some of my patients 
sitting over there. Sometimes it's -- you know, 
some people are -- I can't be, you know -- you know, 
this -- some people -- some like this. Attitudes, 
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you know, what can I do. 

I'm not responsible if two people get in 
the line and wants to go past the other ones, you 
know. Create the little issue, then big issue for 
me that I lose the whole day job, go through all 
this stress. 

Mr. Adam, you know, it's a really 
hardship for me to take care of the things is — I 
used to be young like you. I remember when I 
graduate, you know. 

MR. BIERMAN: I'd like to ask another 

question. 

THE WITNESS: You're twenty- -- 

MR. BIERMAN: I don't think he's 
answering my question anymore. 

THE WITNESS: I'm saying 20 years from 
now you're going to remember me. You know, when you 
get experience. 

I was just like you those days. You 
know, it's really difficult when you build work -- 
come graduate from school, work hard, work hard, 
work hard, and then one person comes out of the blue 
and like make an issue and then create -- you know, 
make me do this all hardship. 

It's really stressful for my wife and me 
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to -- we dealing with this situation right now. 

BY MR. BIERMAN: 

Q. I understand. 

Can I ask who's paying your legal bills? 
MR. MARSHALL: Objection. Calls for 
information that's not relevant nor is it reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible 
evidence. It also is vague and overbroad and 
ambiguous. 

But you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: I still owe this 

gentleman. 

This is really too hard for me and my 
family. This is really hard. 

MR. MARSHALL: Your deposition, Adam. 

How long are you going to go before you call a 
break? 

MR. BIERMAN: Can we take a recess? 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. I think we ought 
to go off the record. 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 
approximately 4:52 P.M. 

We're off the record. 

(Brief recess.) 

VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: The time is now 
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approximately 4:57 P.M. 

We're back on the record. 

MR. BIERMAN: So I think we'll -- we'll 
wrap up for today and pick up another time as we can 
agree on the schedule that works for everyone. 

But, Mr. Harati, thanks for coming in 
and talking with us. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MR. MARSHALL: And I've stated my 
position on that. 

And you understand my position, correct? 

MR. BIERMAN: I understand what you've 

said. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay. Good. A11 right 

We can -- 

MR. BIERMAN: And just before we go off 
the record, we're holding open this deposition for 
more testimony. 

And I haven 1 t reviewed the documents 
that you've brought in today and reserve the right 
to meet and confer and possibly move to compel 
regarding production of those documents * 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. To the extent you 
need to reserve any right, consider it reserved. 

I don't know that there ! s anything you 
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need to reserve. 


MR. BIERMAN: Better safe than sorry. 

MR. MARSHALL: I -- okay. 

MR. BIERMAN: I haven't been doing this 
as long as you. 

MR. MARSHALL: Some may say that. 

Number two, I understand you say we're 
holding this open. I -- and my position, just to 
reiterate, because I thought we were -- I thought - 
maybe I wasn't as clear as I should have been. My 
position is I don't know if you have the right to 
take seven hours of testimony over the course of 
more than one day. 

So I'm going to -- so I'm going to look 
at that issue. 

But you -- you've told me that your 
understanding is that under the -- you know, the 
applicable law, you do have that right. 

So -- so I'm taking you at your word and 
agreeing to that. 

But I just told you that, you know, I'm 
going to take a look at the issue myself and I can 
research it. If I decide that you don't have that 
right, then I may tell you that, no, I — you know, 
we're not continuing with the deposition. 
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1 

_ ___._._ ^ D _L 

in that case I would either move for 

2 

a protective order so that it doesn't go forward or 

3 

you can move to compel, however you want to do it. 

4 

MR. BIERMAN: So -- so can I just ask — 

5 

MR. MARSHALL: Sure. 

6 

MR. BIERMAN: -- regardless of whether I 

7 

have the absolute right to carry over the deposition 

8 

to another day, can we agree as a courtesy to carry 

9 

the deposition over another day -- 

10 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, no. 

11 

MR. BIERMAN: -- regardless of your 

12 

research? 

13 

MR. MARSHALL: No. Again, I’m not 

14 

waiving -- 

15 

MR. BIERMAN: No? 

16 

MR. MARSHALL: No. Again, I'm not -- 

17 

just as you said, better safe than sorry. I'm 

18 

not -- you know, you're reserving all rights and not 

19 

waiving ours. You know, I'm taking exactly the same 

20 

position. 

21 

I'm not saying that -- that, you know -- 

22 

if I conclude that you don't have the absolute right 

23 

to do it, I'm not saying that I -- I wouldn't allow 

24 

you to do it anyway. I'm just telling you that I'm 

25 

not waiving any rights, you know, here today by -- 
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by leaving at 5 o'clock. 


And, you know, I -- I guess what I'm 
saying is exactly what you said. I reserve my 
rights too. I don't anticipate an issue. 

MR. BIERMAN: But I don't unequivocally 
have as a courtesy your agreement to carry over the 
deposition to another day -- 
MR. MARSHALL: No. 

MR. BIERMAN: -- is that correct? 

MR. MARSHALL: That's correct. 

MR. BIERMAN: Okay. Well, that's all 
I've got today. 

MR. MARSHALL: Okay, Thanks. We can go 

off. 


VIDEOTAPE OPERATOR: Here concludes 
today's portion of the videotaped deposition of 
Mahmood Harati. 

The total number of media used is four. 
The time is now 5:01 P.M. 

We're off the record. 

THE REPORTER: Do you want a copy, 

counsel? 

MR. MARSHALL: I'll — I'll let you 

know. 

Ill 
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DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 


I, MAHMOOD HARATI, say I have read the 
foregoing deposition and declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the State of California: 

That the foregoing is my deposition under oath; 

That I have read same and have made the necessary 
corrections, additions or changes to my answers that I 
deem necessary; 

That my answers as indicated are true and 

correct. 

Executed at __ 

California, this _ day of 

20 


MAHMOOD HARATI 
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I, PATRICIA L. HUBBARD, CSR Number 3400, 
Certified Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of 
California, do hereby certify: 

That prior to being examined, the witness 
named in the foregoing deposition was duly sworn or 
affirmed by me to testify the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth; 

That the testimony of the witness and all 
objections made at the time of examination were 
recorded stenographically by me and were thereafter 
transcribed by me or under my direction; 

That the foregoing pages contain a full, 
true and accurate record of the proceedings and 
testimony to the best of my skill and ability; 

I further certify that I am neither 
counsel for, nor related to any party to this action, 
nor am I financially interested in the outcome of this 
action. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my 
name this 18th day of March, 2018. 
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